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TOWARDS UNITED ACTION 



Maurice Thorez, Secretary of 
the French Communist Party baa 
received from Comrade Dimitrof, 
Secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist Interna- 
tional, the following telegram, da- 
ted the 26th to be transmitted to 
the representative of the Second 
International and to the Trade 
Union International. 

"During the interview which 
took place on the 2 1st of June at 
Annemasse between the delega- 
tion of the Communist Internatio- 
nal and of the Socialist Internatio- 
nal, both groups have unanimously 
recognized that now more than 
ever, action in favor of Spain 
should be developed in common 
agreement whenever it may be 
possible, by all possible means and 
without useless friction. Both de- 
legations also recognized that it 
was neccessary to hold another 
meeting as soon as possible in or- 
der to study concrete measures of 
moral and material aid for the 
Spanish people. The taking of Bil- 
bao by the armed forces of the 
German and Italian agresrors, as 
well as the threat of new agres- 
sions on the part of the fascist 
provocateur, imperatively demands 
the speeding up of the carrying 
out of joint action by the interna- 
tional working class organiza- 
tions. 

The existence of different opi- 
nions within the Directorship of 
the Second International, as well 
as the announcement of the resig- 
nation of its President and Secre- 
tary, in our Judgement should not 
prevent the international organi- 
zations of the proletariat working 
by common agreement in an histo- 



rical moment of such gravity, in 
which Is concerned the liberty of 
the Spanish people and the main- 
tenance of world peace. And the 
more so when we know that at 
the joint meeting of the Socialist 
International and the Trade Union 
International of the 26th of June 
the proposal of the Spanish com- 
rades was accepted without re- 
serve. 

The Executive Committee of 
the Communist International in'- 
tructs its delegation to present, for 
common examination in the joint 
meeting of the Socialist and Trade 
Union Internationals, in the course 
of their interview with the dele- 
gates (of the C. I.) the following 
concrete proposals: 

FIRST. That the international 
workers’ organizations address 




Comrade Antonio Mlje call, for uni- 
fication of Socialist and Communist 
Parties. 



themselves simultaneously to the 
Parliaments and Governments of 
all non-fascist States; above all to 
the Governments of England, 
France, the United States and the 
Soviet Union, asking them that 
they Jointly take urgent measures 
for the immediate withdrawal of 
the armed interventionist forces of 
Germany and Italy in Spain, for 
the lifting of the blockade of Re- 
publican Spain and the recogni- 
tion of the international rights of 
the Spanish Government 

SECOND. That the internatio- 
nal working class organizations at 
the same time address themselves 
to the League of Nations to de- 
mand the fulfilment of the Lea- 
gue of Nations Pact against the 
fascist agressors who have attack- 
ed Republican Spain. 

THIRD. That the international 
working class organizations ad- 
dress themselves to the workers 
of all countries, exhorting them to 
do all in their power to prevent 
new agressions of the interven- 
tionists in order to achieve the 
most rapid end possible to the cri- 
minal war against the Spanish 
People. 

The Communist International 
Delegation is also charged to exa- 
mine whatever proposals may be 
put forward by the Socialist and 
Trade Union Internationals with 
a view to joint and co-ordinated 
actions of the international wor- 
kens’ organizations for the defen- 
ce of the Spanish people. 

In the name of the Executive 
Committee of the Communist In- 
ternational 

DIMITROF 
General Secretary." 



This telegram has been sent by 
Comrade Thorez to the represen- 
tative of the Socialist and Trade 
Unions Internationals, has also 
been sent to Ramdn Lamoneda, 
Secretary of the Spanish Socia- 
list Party, to Jos4 Diaz, Secreta- 
ry of the Spanish Comunist Par- 
ty, and to Felipe Pretel, Secreta- 
ry of the U. G. T. 



Madrid, The Grave Of 
Fascism 

Eight months have passed since 
the Fascists were halted at the 
gates of Madrid. During those 
months the people of Madrid have 
become all too familiar with Fa- 
scist planes and artillery. They 
have learned the meaning of Fa- 
ecist “totalitarian" war — the 
indiscriminate murder of women 
and children. They have taught 
the world a lesson of heroism and 
hope. 

The Army of the Centre which 
held back the Fascists at Las Ro- 
zas, Jarama and Guadalajara, the 
Army which made the words "No 
pasarfin" a heroic reality, has la- 
unched the offensive, broken the 
enemy front, and has held and 
improved its positions against a 
fierce counter-attack. 

The taking of Brunete, Villa- 
nueva de la Cafiada end other 
important positions is a turning 
point. If the offensive continues 
in the present circumstances the 
Fascists will not be able to rem- 
ain in front of Madrid, and the 
day may be very near when Itali- 
an and German shells will have 
fallen in the city for the last time. 

(Continued on page A) 
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THE FOURTH IN MADRID 



Anna Louise Strong, the well 
known author of books on the So- 
viet Union and recently of one on 
Spain, and Francis Gorman visi- 
ted the office of the “VOLUN- 
TEER” on July 4th. Their grea- 
test desire was to spend the 
Fourth with the comrades in the 
lines. Military reasons made it 
Impossible. Francis Gorman, who 
attended the reception meeting of 
the Unified Socialist Youth of 
Madrid in honor of the Commu- 
nist and Socialist International 
Youth Delegations to Spain, left 
a message we print here, to be 
delivered to the American Con- 
tingent “wherrever they are”. 

Anna Louise Strong spoke over 
the Government Station E. A. R. 
to the United States. 

We give here below some 
exerpts of her speech. 

A few miles out of Madrid at 
the base which supplies transport 
to the forces around the city, se- 
veral scores of American truck- 
drivers and mechanics began the 
celebration with a breakfast of 
ham and eggs. Ham... and eggs' I 
assure you that's a celebration in 
Madrid. Perhaps you will read of 
it in the Times tomorrow, for 
correspondents were there as 
guests. Later there was ice-cream 
and pop, and a speech on the mea- 
ning of Independence Day. Still 
later a base-bal! game. But right 
In the middle of the game, with 
two men on bases and third at 
bat, the order came to ROLL ... 
To get out the trucks for duty... 
So the base-ball game stopped 
while they did their bit in the war 
for Independence. . . 

... In a village near Albacete 
several hundred Americans in 
training camp... I saw them ce- 
lebrate last night... How they 
sang "Old Man River” and dozens 
of American songs mixed in with 
the Spanish "No Pasarin". Nearly 
a thousand Americans in the ol- 
der battalions- the famous Lin- 
coln, four months unrelieved in 
the front lines, and recently gi- 
ven a rest: and the newer George 
Washington. . , These celebrated 
more seriously, moving steadily up 
to face the foe. Seventy Americans 
in medical units, field hospitals, 
base hospitals... 

...All of them know the mea- 
ning of Independence Day... They 
believe they know it better than 
the American Government knows 
It. 

... Let me give you glimpses of 



a few of these Americans in Spain. 
First a truck driver. Down in Ali- 
cante. He had a free Sunday, and 
it came during harvest, when 
hundreds of Spanish city people 
were volunteering their Sundays 
to help get in the crops. It is a 



bumper crop this year and the 
country-side is short handed, be- 
cause so many farmer boys have 
gone to fight the invaders... so 
this American truck driver volun- 
teered himself and the truck to 
carry workers of Alicante to the 
harvest fields. 

Up, up they went, over the 
rough mountain roads for a cou- 
ple of hours. "Till at last we ca- 
me", he said, “to what seemed the 
rim of the world, and we came 
over the rim and there was a val- 
ley rurrounded by mountains and 
in the valley seven villages. We 
dropped down to see one of them 
and the city folks organized in 
groups, with one old peasant to 
show each group. We cleaned up 
that field faster than it has ever 
been done before. Then at five o’ 
clock we all stopped and went to 
a nearby village for a celebration. 
There they showed us a big reser- 
voir wich they were celebrating, 
newly built... It gave the valley 
better irrigation than they had 
ever had before. They had built it 
this year, right in war time:., be- 
cause now the people have the 



right to the land, and no land- 
lords can prevent putting through 
useful irrigation works. In spite 
of the drain of war these peasants 
are better off than before! 

... Wat are the chances of this 
battle. Let me mention a few 



things I note as I return after six 
months absence. I expected to 
find Spain exausted by a year of 
warfare. I find instead that it is 
fuller of energy than a year ago. 
The Spaniards tell you they have 
just begun to fight: they are just 
getting properly prepared. And 
this is true... Six months ago they 
were confident of ultimate victory. 
Now they are more supremely con- 
fident. They are preparing for a 
war as long as may be needed to 
drive out all enemy invaders and 
their Spanish tools. 

Economically the land is stron- 
ger also. Factories are working 
better, war supplies pour forth as 
they never did before... The farm- 
ing of the country has increased 
its sown area by seven per cent 
and is reaping a bumper crop. The 
irrigation reservoir I mentioned 
is only one sample of public im- 
provements being made right dur- 
ing the war... Education also is 
forging ahead even in war time, 
with 190 million pesetas more in 
this year's school budget than in 
last year. 

... Something remarkable has 



happened which the fascists did 
not foresee and wMch even the 
democratic countries do not yet 
appreciate... It is this. Hitler and 
Mussolini’s tactics of sending ever 
increasing lots of fascist help, 
first war equipment, and later 
troops, has defeated its own end. 
.Every wave of invading Italians 
caused an answering wave of 
Spanish volunteers to fight them. 
The painful goad of neccessity 
compelled the Spanish people to 
build a new army and then to 
improve it and keep on improving. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

June 29. — At the last French 
partiail elections which took place 
Sunday, June 27, the Popular 
Front ballot won in every place, 
the Communist Party showing 
decided increase in votes obtained. 
* 

June 30.— English newspaper 
men in Naples, were informed 
that they would no longer be al- 
lowed to visit the port. 

According to fascist authorities, 
English reporters have been sen- 
ding “lies” concerning the sailing 
of troops and shipping of war ma- 
terials to Spain. 

It is undoubtedly to avoid re- 
currence of such lies that they 
have been prohibited the approach 
to the true source of informa- 
tion. 

* 

July 1. — Operating from the Ri- 
ver share, Japanese artillery sunk 
a Soviet gun boat on the River 
Amur, off the island of Senuffa. 
Immediately after the “incident" 
the Japanese Ambassador visited 
Comrade Litvinof, to express the 
opinion that it was the view of 
the Japanese government that the 
river Amur, including the islands, 
was the frontier between the 
U. S. S. R. and Manchukuo. 

The coincidence of the “inci- 
dent" with the latest developments 
in European diplomacy around the 
question of “Non intervention" is 
quite transparent, 

July 2. — U. S. Ambassador to 
Moscow, Joseph Davis, visited the 
Japanese Ambassador Shigemitsu 
and expressed his personal wish 
that the incident would remain 
localised and without further con- 
sequences. 

Soviet authorities state that the 
U. S. S. R. boats which were at 
the scene of the sinking are not 
gun boats, but small cutters ar- 
med only with machine guns and 
small calibre artillery. 




American Comrades In the reading room of the 1 A Regiment de Train. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

(Continued^ 



Madrid, the grave of fascism 

(Cuntt'nucd from p»£e or.r ) 

The fight has been a hard one. 
The Fascists, as well as ourselv- 
es, realise how much is at stake 
and have resisted and counter- 
attacked desperately. Our soldi- 
ers have had to fight against the 
rebel shock-troops, and have tak- 
en positions which the enemy had 
fortified for months. 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF VIC- 
TORY 

Use successes we have gained 
have only been possible because 
of the courage and morale of cur 
soldiers. Some of our best com- 
rades have fallen. The road our 
Army is travelling today is a 
difficult one, but it leads to great 
victories. 

It is not an exaggeration to say 



that these few days may decide 
the future happiness of millions 
of people. But we can await the 
outcome with confidence. 

The militia of the early days 
saved Spain. Now our new Peop- 
le’s Army has proved that it can 
successfully undertake a large sca- 
le offensive. Our aviation, artil- 
lery and tanks have proved tlitir 
worth. Our war material, the 
fighting spirit of our soldiers, the 
successful work cf the Commis- 
sars, the ability of our military 
leaders, the Intensification of work 
in the fields and factories, the 
growing unity behind the lines, 
the successes already gained by 
the Armies of Aragon and the 
South, and the possibilities which 
the Madrid offensive has given 
them — all these factors are the 
foundations of our victory. 

With our People’s Army, a go- 
vernment which is proving that 
it can lead us to success, and the 
strengthening of the unity of all 
Anti-Fascists in Spain, the way is 
being opened to the final decisive 
battles which will drive out the 
invader and inflict a smashing 
defeat on world Fascism. 



Thanks to Soviet diplomacy, 
wich refuses to accept provoca- 
tion, an incident quite evidently 
meant to create a major diploma- 
tic disturbance, and perhaps war, 
ended in a complete victory for 
the Soviet Union. Coming at r mo- 
ment of tension such as this, and 
on the hee’s of a recrudescence of 
provocations by Germany and Ita- 
ly, this victory is of importance 
that cannot be exagerated. 

* 

Lisbon 5. — According to the di- 
rector of the Portuguese Radio 
Club in a radio speech to the na- 
tion, the Italo-German policy in 
Spain is not in agreement with 



Franco’s view. Their assertiveners 
and large scale invasion has hurt 
the cause of Franco before what 
is now fascist Spain and the rest 
of Europe. 

July 5. — The fascist pirate crui- 
ser ’’Almirante Cervera" seized 
the French Steamship Company’s 
freighter “Tregastel" off the San- 
tander Coast. 

The French coast guard boat 
“Vauquois’’ which had left imme- 
diately upon receiving the infor- 
mation for Santander returned to 
San Juan de Luz, after carrying 
out the order to scour the coast 
for the "Tregastel”, with the in- 
formation that the freighter was 
taken under guard of a rebel pi- 
rate ship into Bilbao harbor. 

July 5. -The paper “L’Ami du 
Peuple” in an article commenting 
the seizure of the “Tregastel" sta- 
tes: The probabilities of peace de- 
pend on the energetic conduct of 
Paris and London. 

“L’Humanito" says: For France 
tc tolerate piratical actions by the 
rebels and their allies would be a 
monstrosity. 

The "Tregastel” was en route 
to Santander to take on refugees 



and had on boaird observers of the 
Control Commission. 

Paris 5. — “Le Temps”, French 
conservative paper, in an article 
entitled “An- appeal to Reason" 
demands that both England and 
France demand the inviolabilty 
cf the territorial rights of Spain 
and that Spain’s interests in the 
Mediterranean be respected. 

July 3. — The Manchukuo Soviet 
border incident is closed, with the 
exception of the request to Japan 
by Comrade Litvinof, for a pay- 
ment of an indemnity for the los- 
ses suffered. 



Martial Law Closes 
Plant in Johnstown 

Harrisburg, RA. — Gov. George 
H. Earle announced tonight that 
solution of the Eethlehem Steel 
Corporation strike problem in 
Johnstown has been placed in the 
hands of President Roosevelt’s 
steel mediation board. Earle an- 
nounced also that martial 1 »w in 
Johnstown will not be lifted to- 
night or tomorrow although the 
steel corporation has complied 
with the Governor’s orders to clo- 
se it3 huge struck Cambria plant. 



Bus Strike Ends With 
Five More Arrests 

The strike of Liverpool busmen, 
which began on Saturday last 
against the speeding-up of time 



schedules, ended this morning 
following a mass meeting of stri- 
kers which lasted for four hours. 

Through their strike committee 
the men were informed that ne- 
gotiations would he opened on the 
men’s complaints immediately a 
resumption of work took place. 
On this understanding the strikers 
voted by 188 to 116 in favour of 
a return to work today. 

It is reported that while the 
Ribble Motor Company is prepa- 
red to reinstate the strikers it is 
intended to fine each man 5s. for 
alleged breach of contract. 

If this attitude is persisted in 
it will indicate that the company 
is approaching the question of ne- 
gotiations in a very bad spirit and 
its actions will intensify bitter- 
ness not only among the Liver- 
pool men, but at all centres of 
the Ribbles Services. 



Children Make 
Archeological Find 

A group of children playing in 
the yard of the school at Pyat- 
nitsky village, near Tula, while 
digging in the ground discovered 
an iron gun weighing 70 kg. The 
gun dates from the beginning of 
the 17th century and it is presu- 
med that it was captured from 
the Muscovite Tsar Vasili Shuisky 
by insurgent peasants and Cos- 
sacks. The find was turned over 
to the Tula Museum. 




Comrades Jamcn Ford. Bob Minor, imd llolpb with the bnvs oi ilic 

Kegimeot de Train. 
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A BUMPER CROP FOR 1937 



Over 7,500 tons of seed 110 mil- 
lions of pesetas, all kinds of tech- 
nical help and advice, along with 
favorable weather are produc- 
ing this year a bumper crop for 
Loyalist Spain. 

The work of the Minister of 
Agriculture in helping the Span- 
ish peasantry has been remarka- 
ble, and has succeded in offsetting 
quite completely whatever harm 
forced collectivisation, “expropia- 
tion" and pro- fascist propaganda 
tried to accomplish. 

In a country like Spain, where 
agriculture was left for centuries 
very much to the mercy of the 
weather, of God and of the large 
land-owners, to see the govern- 
ment actively helping and even 
stimulating better ways in agri- 
culture is something which has 
found immediate response among 
the workers in the fields. 

Speaking on the subject of col- 
lectivisation in agriculture, Vin- 
cente Uribe, Minister for Agri- 
culture recently said: “War must 
be won on all fronts, and since 
we have not won it as yet, it is 
premature to attempt dangerous 
experiments. Until now we had 
to face violence and oppression 
by elements which we must call 
"Incontrollables’’. These elements 
were not numerous, but they 
roamed through the countryside 
robbing the peasants. 

“The Communist Party, which 
X represent in the Cabinet, told 
the peasants that they had a right 
to their crop and advised the pea- 
sants to resist the forced seizure 



3 Taxi Firms Agree 
To Poll On Union 

NEW YORK.- Another victory 
was won by the Transport Wor- 
kers Union, CIO, when represen- 
tatives of three taxi fleets agreed 
to an election among their 10,000 
workers for a collective bargai- 
ning agency. The understanding 
was reached after a short hea- 
ring before the City Industrial Re- 
lation Board. 

The Sunshine-Radio System, 
Inc., employing approximately 
6,000 men, was represented by Ot- 
to Gutfreund. The Atlas and Li- 
berty Fleets, with a total of 4,0C0 
men were represented by A. Ro- 
senblatt and Bernard L. Gold. The 
latter fleets are in one association 
and for the purpose of the elec- 
tion will be considered one orga- 
nization. 



by any means found convenient. 
The advice of the Communist Par- 
ty and the active help supplied 
to the peasants gave them new 
courage for work, and the result 
is a full and unusual crop.” 



6.500 Strike in An- 
thracite 

TAMAQUA. Pa.— About 6.500 
anthracite miners went on strike 
again today in the Panther Creek 
region in protest against pay cuts 
of "consideration miners”. 

The consideration miners, sup- 
ported by the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, contended that 
their pay was being cut for one 
hour a day’s work and as a result 
they were receiving no benefit 
under the new seven bour shift. 

Consideration miners are those 
paid by the hour instead of by 
production, and work in less de- 
sirable parts of the diggings. 



700 Kids March on 
Picket Line 

Indian Harbor, Ind. — The chil- 
dren’s picket line in the steel stri- 
ke was a huge succes on Satur- 
day, with between 700 and 800 
youngsters on the line, singing 
and shouting before the gates of 
Inland Steel first, and Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube later on. 

In between, the children 
marohed through two miles of the 
city’s streets, letting John Q. Pu- 
blic know there was a steel strike 
on, anil they were with the stri- 
kers. 



Metro Workers Are 
Active in Amateur 
Art Circles 

Learning to play as well as to 
work, 2.000 subway builders are 
now members of amateur art cir- 
cles maintained at subway shafts, 
according to Y. Teltelbaum, di- 
rector of amateur art activities 
for Metrostroi (Metro Constric- 
tion Trust). 

Leading in this sphere of cul- 
tural activity is Shaft No. 75, lo- 
cated on Ploshchad Mayakovsko- 
vo, whose song ensemble, Ukrain- 
ian chorus and brass band hold 
an eminent place in Metrostroi's 
rosier of able entertainers. 

A self-taught- chorus and or- 
chestra that have won deserved 
praise at public appearances are 
those of Shaft No. 61 on lower 
Ulitsa Gorkovo. No paid instruc- 
tors are engaged to direct these 
groups. 



Tenants Flock into De- 
troit Renters Group 

DETROIT, Mich. — More than 
5,000 applications for membership 
have been received in a few we- 
eks by the Renters and Consu- 
mers League. It has been repor- 
United Auto Workers’ Union. 

Furay is chairman of the organ- 
ization, wich is sponsored by the 
United Auto Workers Union. 

Hundreds of letters are being 
received at the newly-opened of- 
fices of the organization from 
victims of landlord racketeers who 
are taking advantage of an acute 
housing shortage by raising rents 
without limit. 



London Dockers Re- 
turn To Work 

Yesterday the dock strike here 
for 16s. a day extended to the 
whole of the docks. Over 7,000 
dockers were out by midday and 
all work was brought to a stand- 
still. 

The extension of the strike 
was effected by mass deputa- 
tions of those already on stri- 
ke to the different docks in 
the area. 

At a mass meeting held last 
night the dockers decided to re- 
turn to work pending the outco- 
me of the National negotiations 
on the same claim which opened 
in London today. 

All through the day both em- 
ployers and trade union officials 
made strenuous efforts to secure 
a return to work. The employers 
were particularly anxious to dis- 
charge the perishable cargoes on 
some of the boats and to clear 
liners which were held up by the 
dispute. 

A joint statement issued early 
in the morning, confirming the 
declaration- made yesterday that 
the dispute was unofficial and ur- 
ging the men to return, had no 
effect. 



500 million rubles For 
Art Theater, Music 

More than 500 million rubles 
have been appropriated this year 
by the Soviet Government for 
theater and cinema construction, 
organization and upkeep of or- 
chestras and choruses, expenditu- 
res on art schools, and so on. 

The U. R. S. S. will have 813 
theaters by Jan. 1, 1938, as against 
775 at the beginning of this year. 
Large theaters are to be opened 
in Novosibirsk, Smolensk, Ivano- 
vo and Kirov, while the new pre- 
mises for the Meyerhold Theater 
in Moscow will be completed. A 
new drama theater is to be built 
im Leningrad. 

The number of cinemas in the 
Soviet Union will be increased du- 
ring the current year by 3,000, 
bringing the total to 30,000. At 
present there is not a single dis- 
trict in the Soviet Union which 
has not its own permadent or tra- 
veling cinema. Seventy-five new 
as well as 15 childrens' and 
10 popular scientific films, will be 
released this year. 
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THE INTERNAL CONDITIONS 
OF GERMANY 



It is an obvious fact that ne- 
cessity is what compels govern- 
ments to commit desperate acts. 
The internal conditions of Italy 
and Germany are obviously des- 
perate and no amount of fascist 
propaganda will ever convince the 
world of the contrary. How des- 
perate the conditions erf Germany 
are. for instance, one gathers from 
the following facts: 

The “Frankfurter Zeitung" of 
June 21 publishes the following 
interesting little article: 

MORE VEGETABLES-LESS 
MEAT 

The reforms in the work corps 
and In the army. 

BerUn. June 20. — In full agre- 
ement with the efforts being ma- 
de by the Bureau of Public Health, 
which has always been In favor 
of greater use of potatoes and of 
vegetables In place of an exagge- 
rated use ef meat and fata, tho 
work corps of the Reich has mo- 
dified very satisfactorily its met- 
hods of feeding. According to 
the latest Information supplied by 
a news agency, the army also Ik 
developing at present new met- 
hods of feeding. There also the 
results are exceedingly satisfac- 
tory. 

At about the same time that 
this piece of information was pu- 
blished, Faaciet Germany was try- 
ing its damndest to create an in- 
ternational incident by inventing 
the story of an attempted torpe- 
doeing of the cruiser "Leipzig". 

Some people, unlucklil.v believe 
that a nation cannot wage a war 
when the economic conditions are 
so desperately poor We know 
that the contrary ia the truth. 

At this moment Germany ia the 
prey of a great deception. Although 
the International market Is quite 
favorable, she is not capable of 
maintaining a favorable balance 
with the outside world. 

Because of poor crops In the 
last two years, the import of 
grain cut deeply into the export 
balance of Germany. The first 
two years of fascism saw the best 
crops Germany had seen in many 
yean. Fascism was quick to 
take advantage of the situation 
and to oialm full credit for what 



was produced by an unusually fa- 
vorable meteorological condition. 
The statistics of foreign grain 
stocks on hand will give a clearer 



view of the real condition than 
any amount of writing. 

April 1936. Wheat on hand. 
1.231.700 tons.; White flour on 
hand, 141.100; Rye on hand. 
896.100 tons.; Rye flour on hand. 
65.600 tons. 

By April 1937 the stocks had 
shrunk to.- Wheat, 649.500 tons.; 
Wheat flour, 70.100: Rye, 788.500; 
Rye Flour. 54.100 

But according to reliable infor- 
mation. German farmers in April 
of last year had some grain 
stocks still undelivered. This 
year the final delivery of grain 
was made long before April. 

Because the good crops of the 
first two years were considered a 
permanent victory of fascism, and 
because the problem of grain pro- 
duction was thought solved, all 
reserves were allowed to be dis- 



sipated and the money normally 
spent for grain purchase went for 
war preparations. And so now 
after cutting the bread rations 
and after the meatless days and 
the speeches by Goring on the 
necessity of cannon instead of 
butter we see a vegetarian army 
in the making. 



July 5.— A strongly worded let- 
ter, accusing the Nazis of sowing 
“the seed of hatred against Chris- 
tianity” and referring to an at- 
tempt to murder Cardinal Faul- 
haber. Archbishop of Bavaria, has 
been sent to Hitler by the Bishop 
of Berlin, Count Preysing, on be- 
half of the German F.plscopate. 

Referring to the charges made 
in the Nazi Press of late in con- 
nection with the trials of priests 
for "immorality", the Bishop says: 

"If this flood of filth Is to go on 
being poured over the whole of 
Germany, the damage ultimately 
done will be of immense propor- 
tions. I ask therefore that consi- 
deration should be shown for the 
welfare of the people and that the 
exploitation of such trials for pro- 
paganda purposes should be 
brought to an end.” 



More and better 
Creamery Products 
Foreseen under Third 
Five-Year Plan 

Soviet butter under the Second 
Five-Year Plan established for It- 
self on the European market the 
reputation of being among the 
world’s best. One of the principal 
tasks of the Third Five-Year Plan 
Is to give Soviet cheese a similar 
position and to raise the Central 
Administration of the Butter and. 
Cheese Industry to i leading pla- 
ce in the Peoples Commissariat 
of the Food Industry of the 
CSSR. 

Discussing with the Moscow 
Daily News recently the perspec- 
tives of the Third Five-Year Plan, 
Ivan Pavlovich Sirotin, head of 
the Central Administration of the 
Butter and Cheese Industry ot the 
Soviet I'nlon, said tlun the main 
prerequisites lor fulfilling these 
tusks are reconstruct ion and to- 
tal mechanization of old plants 
and complete liquidation of "han- 
dicraft production. Strotln em- 
phasized the fact that he was re- 
fering only to product:, manufac- 
tured by enterprises of tho Peo- 
ples’ Commissariat of the Food 
Industry'. “You must not forget”, 
he said, “that the collective farms, 
numerous local enterprises and 
many cooperative organizations 
also sell butter, chessc and other 
milk products on the Soviet mur- 
kel". 




A Blffht lecture at the Amu l’ark. 
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TO THE BOYS OF THE LINCOLN, 
WASHINGTON, THE MACKENZIE- 
PAPINEAU BATTALIONS 

July 5, 1957 
and — If It has come up — 

Dear comrades, 

I was all set to come and see you, but I find you are, doing 
things much more important than seeing me... So I'm going to trail 
along with the Young Socialist-Communist Youth delegations, the 
Writers Congress, and other dull — and not so dull — non-combatants. 
Maybe later, when you folks have written a -little more history, I shall 
come back to write it down, but by that time you will be chasing 
Franco so fast over the borders of Portugal and into the Atlantic that 
you will be even harder to reach than now. 

1 have been Impressed in coming back after six months absence, 
with the progress that Spain has made... Both in a military sense and 
even economically... A bumper harvest, harvested In part with the aid 
of “Red Sunday si>; factories now really producing munitions; educa- 
tion forging ahead... 

Spain has a good chance of coming out of this war, not only vic- 
torious — of that there Is no doubt — but also as a new’, modern mi- 
litary power in Europe, a power that will be passionately anti-fascist... 
It is strange that England and France don’t see this, and get her for 
ally while the getting is good... .Ail revolutionary wars, all wars for 
independence, tend to leave after them a strong nation... Thus after 
the American War for independence. The French Revolution, the Rus- 
sian Revolution... Thus will it be with Spain. .And I dont’t need tell 
you boys how important it will be for all the anti-fascist forces of tli© 
world to have built up such an ally... 

Spain is really the first action — or rather the second action — of 
that famous “final conflict” of which we all sing... Good luck to you 
in your share of it... I do not need to wish you good courage, for you 
all have that... 1 wish you coolness, good judgment, clear decision in 
the midst of what seems chaos, and quick, effective action to follow 
decision... For these — with the courage and conscious discipline you 
have already — will bring you through to a maximum success with 
minimum losses. 

We are all very proud of you and are going to be prouder. 

ANNA LOUISK STRONG 



Akron Rubber Workers 
join steel pickers 

AKRON, O. Thousands of 
Akron Rubber Workers dodged 
around police barricades on main 
roads leading Into Youngstown 
last night to join S.W.O.C. picket 
lines about the plants of the Rxv 
public Steel Co. 

This mustering of the fighting 
strength of the rubber workers' 
international was the answer ma- 
de here to the threat of Republic 
officials that struck plants in 
Youngstown would be opened at 
7 o’clock this morning. 

After a midnight mobilization 
of Akron CIO supporters at local 
union balls, ail automobile cara- 
van of 4.000 rubber workers swept 
over the main roads from Akron 
to Youngstown. 

The main column was preceded 
by motorcycle scouts who repor- 
ted police barricades and guided 



the rubber workers over unguar- 
ded back roads to their objectives 
in the Youngstown strike areas. 

A few hundred of the robber 
workers were turned back by po- 
lice at hastily erected, barriers 
outside Youngstow n Forty were 
arrested and jailed on charges 
ranging from carrying "concealed 
weapons" to suspicion. 

By 4:30 a. m. the rubber work- 
ers had massed by the thousands 
with striking steel workers befo- 
re the gates of the Republic 
plants where Tom Girdler's “Back 
to Work” march had been sche- 
duled. 

3.000 textile workers out. 

CLEVELAND. Ohio. - Nearly 
3.000 workers of the Cleveland 
Worsted Mills of this city, and 
Rayenne, Ohio, came out on strike 
after attempts by the Textile 
Workers' Organizing Committee 
to reach an agreement with firm 
failed. 



Connecticuc Unions 
Speed Political Action 

C. I. O. and A. F. of L Locals, 
Farm and Church Groups Name 
State Committee for Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League at New Haven. 

NEW HAVEN, Conn.— Repre- 
sentatives of C. I. O. and A. F. of 
L. unions today joined together 
for independent political action 
with the formation of a state 
branch of Labor's Non-Partisan 
League in Connecticut. Represen- 
tatives of nearly every union in 
the state were present. 

Besides adopting numerous re- 
solutions, the conference accepted 
in principle a constitution for the 
state organization, elected & state 
committee, and laid plans for fu- 
ture work. 

Cio calls Labor "Holiday” at East 
St. Louis. 

EAST ST. LOUIS. 111.— The CIO 
called a “labor holiday” involving 
the 3.000 employees of the Swift 
end Armour packing plants here 
yesterday. 

The move was a step towards 
organizing the packing industry. 



The American F.ont 

This is taken from a letter re- 
ceived by a comrade in Spain from 
New York. 

“Things are happening so fast 
here. The C. I. O. which was a 
strong breeze when you left has 
become a veritable cyclone. It baa 
really engage-* the masses. Even 
the most ba^..ward workers lie 
awake nights praying that the 
C. I. O. will come to their shops 
next. For instance the Irishman 
down stairs told me this morning 
he was itching for the C. I. O. to 
come and organize the building 
amply ees.” 

“Really if you read everything 
in the Worker from day to day 
you get sort of dizzy. We are 
marching forward at a tremendous 
pace. . . . America is going to have 
a People’s Front. America is going 
to have a large trade Union mo- 
vement and in this movement we 
are going to be decisive... 



Motor products Closed by sit-down 

DETROIT, Mich.— The Motor 
Products Corp. plant, a subsidiary 
of the Briggs Manufacturing Co., 
was closed by a sit-down yester- 
day when the company locked out 
‘i drivers. More than 3.500 
workers are affected. 



TO THE LINCOLN BATTALION: 
DEAR FELLOW-WORKERS: 



I wanted very much to visit the Lincoln Battalion, 
but as you yourselves know, it was impossible. In the 
absence of a personal visit, however I want to send you 
a message. 

To-day is a very apt time to send greetings to Ame- 
ricans fighting for the Independence of Spanish wor- 
kers from international fascism. Our own Revolution 
1 50 years ago was not dissimilar. 

I am going home from my brief but fruitful trip to 
Spain determined to rally the whole American trade 
union movement behind the struggle in Spain. 

The cause of the Spanish workers is the cause of 
democracy, and as much our concern as Spain’s. You 
here have realized this. My duty is to see that the mil- 
lions of other workers in America also realize it. 

My thought are with you, and my warmest frater- 
nal greetings to the Battalion. 

FRANCIS GORMAN 

President United Textile Workers of America. 

Member North American Committee to aid 
Spanish Democracy. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) Larra, I Tel. 4110&— Madrid. 
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TOWARDS ONE WORKERS PARTY 



This week Comrade Thorez, lea- 
der of the French Communist 
Party addressed another appeal to 
the Second International for con- 
crete decisions in the question of 
aid to the Spanish people. With 
considerable melancholy we have 
to admit that this is proof that 
the Socialist parties of Europe 
have not all yet realised that the 
historic moment for internatio- 
nal solidarity has arrived, and 
with someting of shame one must 
record that the objection within 
the Second International to work- 
ing with the Comintern has come 
chiefly from the British Labour 
Party, which too evidently ap- 
peals to be keeping step with 
Eden. 

Wittiin Spain, working class uni- 
ty has made one more step for- 
ward this week with the present- 
ing to the Executive Committee 
M Lie Spanish Workers' Socialist 
Party of the Communist Party's 
official proposal for the fusion of 
the two parties. 

A CONCRETE PROGRAMME IS 
OUTLINED 

In the preambule the Commun- 
ist Party says that the joining of 
the two parties and the creation 
of one workers’ party is absolu- 
tely essential to the winning of 
the war and the revolution, and 
to the safegaurding of the Po- 
pular Front, as also of the direc- 
tion of the national economy. 
“Without this unification it is dif- 
ficult to conceive the economic 
and social organisation of the New 
Spain." 

This fusion should not be dif- 
ficult, says Jose Diaz, because 
“there are no divergences of prin- 
ciple between the Parties. Both 
are inspired by the Marxist-Leni- 
nist ideology, whose best expon- 
ent and upholder today is Com- 
rade Stalin; both regard as their 
historic mission the destruction of 
capitalist exploitation, of all ex- 
ploitation and oppression of man 
by man, or of one nation by ano- 
ther; and the building of the So- 
cialist (Communist) society with- 
out classes". 

The first point of the program- 
me deals with the army stren- 
gthening OF THE FIGHTING 
POWER OF THE POPULAR RE- 



GULAR ARMY OF THE REPU- 
BLIC. 

This paragraph demands “the 
suppression of the Militia or of 
autonomous sectors of the front: 
better application of the decree 
on obligatory service: steady in- 



Conirades; it is not the mast 
fitting that one man alone should 
write what he feels about the loss 
of our comrade. I have telegraphed 
to London for a biography of 
Comrade Brown, but so far it has 
not arrived. When it does It will 
be published in full. 

George and I slept In the same 
room while he was stationed here 
in Madrid. I had never met him 
before, but W'e soon became good 
friends; those who have worked 
with him will know why. We used 
often to talk of political work. 
Ho always spoke humorously of 
his own work, but listening to his 
shrewd accounts and analyses, and 
feeling his sincerity and steady 
conviction, one could understand 
his great worth to the workers’ 
movement. 

There was an affectionate 
warmth in Comrade George 
Brown, combined with a hard and 
clear understanding that made 
him a splendid companion in 
work. Dry and mechanical forma- 
lity had no place In our comrade, 
everything was living material, to 
be handled with sympathy and 
care. I never saw him treat a 
single problem as a mere matter 
of routine. 

He was always anxious to return. 

I remember how Harry Pollitt, 
to the comrades of the Battalion. 
George and I rode down past the 



crease of the number of well- 
trained, well-armed and well-dis- 
ciplined reserves: energetic and 
methodical purge to cleanse the 
military apparatus of traitors, sa- 
boteurs and incapables; a fearless 
policy of promoting to high com- 



North station in Madrid through 
the ruined outskirts of the city, 
That afternoon he told me again 
that he wanted to be back with 
you comrades. A day later he 
came excitedly to me, obviously 
very happy, and said he was in- 
deed returning to you. We talked 
a long time on the stairs of this 
building, over an hour; he had a 
humorous remark about that also. 
The next day I was sent to Va- 
lencia. When I returned I heard 
of his death. Well, comrades, you 
knew him better than we did, but 
it was a very sad day for us. 

The battle for liberty cannot 
be fought without losses. His was 
a very great loss. Comrade Lenin 
once said that for every Com- 
munist who falls a hundred will 
take his place. There will be, there 
must be someone who will later 
replace our comrade, because His- 
tory has signalled us out for Vic- 
tory. Nevertheless we mourn him 
as a grand fighter and as a man. 
Whoever follows him will have a 
fine example. 

I said that it seemed wrong to 
me that I should write about Com- 
rade Brown, because he was the 
Battalion’s comrade. But I knew 
him, I knew his great worth and 
his fine manliness and that Is why 
I have written. 

RALPH HATES 



mand of the leaders who have 
sprung from the people and have 
received their training in the fire 
of battle; supreme unified com- 
mand... and practical and moral 
help to raise the prestige of the 
war commissars in their extreme- 
ly responsible work”. 

On the question of war indus- 
try the programme says “it is 
necessary to ask the government 
to proceed immediately with the 
nationalisation and militarisation 
of all existing war industries as 
well as the creation of new ones, 
handing over of all arms in the 
reaguard, and a mass drive 
among the working class to in- 
crease the level of production. 
New roads are called for, as also 
the development of transport re- 
cources. 

COORDINATION OF ECONOMY 
AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
WORKING CONDITIONS 

Here a centralisation of all 
planning is demanded, together 
with the municipalisation of pu- 
blic and urban services. Trade 
Unions and Workers cooperati- 
ves are to be represented on the 
National Board of Economy 
Though the workers well under- 
stand that during war time it is 
difficult to carry out thorough 
going reforms yet these are ne- 
cessary; the conditions of the 
workers must be rapidy improved. 

An intensification of agricultu- 
ral production must be worked 
for also. The soil must be gua- 
ranteed to those who work it, the 
peasant must be free to collecti- 
vise or not as he desires, financial, 
technical and commercial help 
must be given to the peasants, 
whether working individually or 
in freely formed collectives. 

Other sections of this extremely 
interesting document deal with 
the right of certain areas of 
Spain to a great degree of inde- 
pnklance. This, of course, refers 
to Catalonia, Biscaya and Gali- 
cia. Only on the basis of indepen- 
dence and mutual trust can a 
really united Spain come into 
existence. In another paragraph 
the Communist Party proposes 
that the policy of maintaining 
good relations with the loyal sec- 
tions of the middle class shall be 
continued. 




COMRADE GEORGE BROWN 

To the comrades of the English Battalion 
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All this Is presented to the So- 
cialist party not as a cut and dried 
plan, but as material for discus- 
sion which conforms to the ge- 
neral line of the Party. 



HUNCEPUS OF ORGANISA- 
TION 

That the campaign for unity 
has gone for beyond the propa- 
ganda stage can be seen from 
this, that the proposals include a 
section dealing with the organi- 
sation of the future party. This 
is part of what is suggested, "de- 
mocratic centralism and severe, 
voluntarily imposed discipline, 
right of criticism and discussion 
and duty of selfcriticism but, 
when a decision is taken on a 
question... the decision must be 
obligatory for everyone.” 



THE OPINION OF SOCIALISTS 
AND U. G. T. MEMBERS 

The issue of Saturday of the 
U. G. T. organ “Claridad” is com- 
menting of the problem of work- 
ing class unity says. 

“The struggle and work in com- 
mon have created, between socia- 
lists and communists, a solidarity 
and an Identity of aspiration and 
sacrifice, which today is expres- 
sed in the vehement desire for 
unty... we can better commemorate 
this first anniversary of the war 
by making closer the union which 
we have forged out in the tren- 
ches and which we have wa- 
tered with our blood.’’ 

In headlines “Claridad” demands 
ONE SINGLE PARTY FOR THE 
PROLETARIAT. This is the spirit 
of unity which will brings us vic- 
tory, this is the vision which eve- 
ry worker who values his own in- 
tegrity has always had, this is 
our guarantee of a world that an 
honest man may be happy to live 
in. At this moment the thrilling 
words of Pasionaria are ringing 
out over the wireless from the 
great meeting which the two par- 
ties are holding today in Madrid. 
There are enemies of unity, even 
in Spain, but they will be power- 
less to hold back the tide. How 
long will the gentlemen of Trans- 
port house keep closed their eyes ? 
The workers of Spain demand 
unity between the two Interna- 
tionals. They are right, for they 
are the vanguard of the proleta- 
rian world. 



News in brief 



THE PIG’S SNOUT IN 
SPANISH ECONOMY 



The speech made by Hitler in 
Wuerzburg on June 27, In which 
he said that what Germany is 
after is the iron ore of the Ba- 
sque provinces, only put before 
the eyes of the general public 
what in the intematinal financial 
and industrial world had long 
been known. 

The conquest of Spain’s mine- 
ral wealth by Germany and Italy 
might have been carried out in 
a comparatively peaceful way had 
the fascist generals and "noble- 
men” been able to conquer the 
central government and submit 
Spain rapidly and decisively. Fail- 
ing in that attempt, as wc all 
know, the war "against the reds” 
as Hitler and Mussolini tried to 
call It at the beginning, was 
bound to take on more and more 
a decided form of economic con- 
quest, unashamed and ruthless. 

What agreements have been 
made between Italy and Germany 
concerning the partition of the 
spoils we do not know, but Spain 
possesses rich iron deposits in 
Spanish Morocco, and among 
other .places, extremely rich de- 
posits of high grade ore near 
Bilbao. 

German heavy industry is no- 
toriously short of iron ore under 
its own direct control. Since long 
ago the large manufacturers of 
the Rhineland and of Westphalia 
have been casting voracious eyes 
on Northern Spain. 

Ferdinand Frieden3burg in hi- 
book "Mineral deposits as factors 
of political and military power”, 
printed in Stuttgart in 1936 says: 

"The great and ever increasing 
activity of Germany in the field 
of international mining economy 
has as a goal, first of all the oil 
cf Rumania, the iron ore produc- 
tion of France, Spain and Scandi- 
navia and the conquest of lead 
and zinc ore in other parts of the 
world. ( Spain is also rich in lead 
and zmc.) 

Krupp tried as long ago as 1924 
to lay its hand on Spanish Iron 
when, at the time of the notorious 
deal about the cannon shells per- 
cussion cap patents, Vickers ga- 
ve Krupp the Basque iron mining 
and smelting plants "Fabrica Mic- 



ros, S. A.” in exchange for the 
British patent rights. Krupp has 
also interests in the "Creonera 
Iron Co.” of Bilbao, in the “Ma- 
quinista Terrestre y Maritma” 
of Barcelona and in several ship- 
building plants, chiefly in that of 
"Echevariata” of Cadiz. 

It was on the 22d of January 
that the “Wirtschftsdients” (Eco- 
nomic Informations) of Hamburg 
rather dolefully stated that “The 
Spanish heavy industry centers, 
chiefly the iron ore region sur. 
rounding Bilbao and the coal mi- 
nes of Asturias were not yet un- 
der Franco’s control. Two weeks 
later, Mola started the offensive 
against Bilbao using for the ac- 
tion freshly arrived troops from 
Italy and Germany. The organ of 
Hjalmar Schacht at about the 
rame time made a politico-mili- 
tary commentary on the neces- 
sity of conquering the Basque iron, 
which is the most frank statem- 
ent yet made on the motives of 
Germany in this war. "The mena- 
ce of the nationalist troops against 
the iron mineral region of Bilbao... 
touches the interests of Great Bri- 
tain not only in what concerns 
the freedom of thy seas... but also 
on what is by far the most deli- 
cate problem, whic.. is the of Iron 
ore supply to the British new ar- 
mament program.” The paper con- 
tinues by saying that the absence 
o f the iron ore would considerably 
embarrass the British program. 

And so the strange game of 
hide and seek of the democratic 
countries fo.* ever ready to duck 
the blows without taking a defini- 
te stand against the Fascist black- 
mailers goes on. The new propo- 
sal by Great Britain for a new 
ferm of control against Spain is 
one more evidence that the lesson 
has not yet been learned, and that 
fascist insolence may run wild for 
some time longer. 

The interests of Great Britain 
are unquestionably in opposition to 
those of Germany and Italy, but 
the British Tories are still wa- 
vering between democratic Spain 
and a fascist assertion against the 
workers the world over. Hence the 
tltubatlons... 



July 9. — Here is how “Pravda” 
comments on the visit of George 
Lansbury to Mussolini. 

“In April this year Mr. Lana- 
bury visited Hitler, taking upon 
himself the high mission of trans- 
forming the leader of German Fa- 
scism into "a peacemaker and ge- 
nuine Christian” 

“With this same aim Lansbury 
now goes to Rome. He Intends 
to preach non-resistance to the 
Duoe himself.” 

“Lansbury Is, In essence, play- 
ing the role of advocate for the 
moat die-hard aggressors, the 
most outspoken warmongers. His 
trip to Berlin was most advanta- 
geous for German diplomacy, 
which at that time found It pro- 
fitable demagogically to demon- 
strate Its pseudo peace-loving po- 
licy In order to receive an Inter- 
national loan. 

FALLEN AGAIN 

"Now Lansbury has fallen Into 
the Fascist trap again. Mussolini, 
who Is carrying on large-scale In- 
tervention In Spain, has nothing 
against coming out In lrrespcnsl- 
ble talk with this Labour leader 
as a picture of holiness, wishing 
only eternal peace and quiet In 
Europe. 

“Undoubtedly Lanebury’e visit 
of respect to the Fascists takes 
place not without the knowledge 
of certain circles In Britain, which 
constantly pursue the policy of 
helping the aggressors morally or 
materially." < 

Juli 10. — Juan March, the 
smuggling millionaire and business 
agent for the Spanish Fascist Re- 
bels, is onoe more on his way to 
Rome. 

More about him, the meaning 
of his trips and on the importan- 
ce of the man can be gathered 
from the letter quoted here below 
and written by the former Spanish 
Minister Diego Hidalgo to a friend 
in Switzerland. 

OWE ALL TO MARCH 

"Without March all would have 
been lost some time ago. When 
one day we have the opporunlty 
to talk to one another again, 1 
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will explain to you how it is that 
the support we have received 
from Italy and Germany for our 
movement we owe entirely to 
March. You can take it from me 
that the Germans and Italians in 
Spain share this high opinion of 
him. 

’’From a friend like yourself 1 
cannot conceal the truth. Franco, 
who Is clever, would have done 
had success coroe quickly, as we 
hoped, but he is useless in a hard 
fight. He Is not the stuff that 
leaders are made of; the conse- 
quence is that the “falan gists” 
don’t treat him seriously, and he 
inspires no confidence among the 
traditionalists, the monarchists, 
and even in militar circles. 

“ONLY BRAIN” 

’’March, who is the real and 
only brain we have, is working* to 
finish up as head of the state, or 
to become at least a representati- 
ve leading figure, entitled to no- 
minate a government based on 
real talent. The unfortunate part 
about it is that this talent shows 
no sign of putting in an appearan- 
ce, unless it be in the person of 
March himself, which, you under- 
stand, Is of course quite impos- 
sible”. 

SUBMIT TO ALL UNITS AND 
HOSPITALS 

Comrades : In order to facilitate 
and render more officient the ex- 
pedition of mail , the following ru- 
les and regulations must be ob- 
served. 

1) Your adress is, as the follo- 
wing example : 

Socorro Rojo, Plaza Altozano 
N... Albacete ( Espaha ). 

Your unit number will be given 
to you by the responsible comrade 
of the unit you join. No other 
adress will do. 

2) Outgoing adresses must be 
as follows. 

John Doe, 245 W 45th St„ New 
York , N. Y. (U. S. A.). 

John Doe, 16 Gloucester Place, 
London, W. C. (England). 

3) There shall not appear any 
return adress, rubber stump im- 
pressions; postage stamps or any 
wording, markings ets. that would 
indicate the original point of de- 
parture, for any cor esponde nee. 

There are only two countries 
Franco and Czechoslovakia, to 
which mail can be sent direct. 

4 ) No officially headed paper 
or envelopes arc to be used for 
private correspondence purposes. 

5) Envelopes are not to be 
sealed. 



6) No panoramic photographs 
or postcard views other than sin- 
gle buildings will be passed. All 
postcards must be enclosed in en- 
velopes. 

8) No report of deaths unless 
officially confirmed. Information 
to be obtained from political com- 
missar. 

9) No articles to the press 
whatever, will be passed, unless 
sanctioned the Political Com- 
missar of Unit or Brigade. 

10) No names of towns or 
fronts must appear on heading or 
in body of letter. No strategic 
descriptions of military actions or 
battles allowed. 

1 1 ) Packets of up to 500 gram- 
mes can be conveniently forwar- 
ded both ways. In view of our past 
experiences it is indcated that it 
is necessary to register all packets 
and parcels, or letters with valua- 
ble objects enclosed. 

12) All applications for leave 
of absence, or repatriation must 
be submitted through the regular 
channels indicated. Letters ad- 
dressed otherwise will be returned. 

13) Any letters or packages 
which do not conform to the abo- 
ve regulations w ; ll either be re- 
turned to the responsible comrade 
of Unit; or subjected to a delay 
of from three days to three weeks. 
We cannot hold up the mail of the 
comrades who are abiding by the 
rules. 

14) No telegrams will be ac- 
cepted, unless approved and sig- 
ned for by the Political Commis- 
sar of the Base. 

By order of the Government. 
Base de las Brigadas Inter- 
nacionales. Comlsario po- 
litico. 




Soviet pavilion monument at the Pari* exi- 
bltioa. 



iPAS AREMOS! 



"War", writes the great milita- 
ry theorist Von Clausewitz, “is 
the continuation of politics.” The 
Madrid offensive of the People’s 
Army is the clearest possible il- 
lustration of this principle. A year 
of scattered but tremendous Ini- 
tiatives of millions of Spaniards 
and the central line of the New 
People's Front Government have 
been aimed precisely toward this 
drive. In the days of the rehel 
advance on Madrid when the mili- 
tias retreated helplessly before 
the modern planes and tanks of 
their international Fascist enemy, 
the Fifth Regiment toiled heroi- 
cally to create regular troops. In 
the heroic November days new 
reserves of popular energy were 
tapped to save Madrid, and with 
these reserves and the Fifth Re- 
giment as a base, the Defense 
Junta of Madrid forged the Army 
cf the Center. MAlaga had to fall, 
the battles of the Jarama take 
their toll, the Blackshirts suffer 
a tremendous defeat above Gua- 
dalajara, and the Spanish people 
change Cabinets before the Army 
cf the Center could be duplicated 
on a national scale. It took one 
whole year to create a regular 
Army, establish compulsory mili- 
tary service, subject the Army to 
a single General Staff. The work 
is still not completed. The perfec- 
tion of that Army, the purging 
of its commanding staff of mili- 
tarists of doubtful loyalty or me- 
diocre talent and replacing them 
by officers taken from the ranks 
and tested as to ability and to lo- 
yalty by a year of fire — these 
are continuous tasks. There is no 
point at which the improvement 
of that military weapon ends, and 
s:> in examining the results of the 
first major offensive of the Spa- 
nish people against the invading 
forces of Italy and Germany, we 
must bear in mind that this is the 
work of a part of our forces at a 
given degree of development. The 
experiences of the offensive itself 
s veep the People’s Army inevita- 
Lly on to higher levels. 

The Madrid front was the lo- 
gical choice for the offensive, but 
it was equally obvious that the re- 
bels could not be driven away 
from the heroic capital simply by 
head on attacks against extreme- 
ly well-fortified positions. To at- 
tack those positions from the rear, 
to penetrate the rebel niles and 
strike from left and right, was a 
natural approach to this problem 



GIVEN AN ARMY OF SUFFI- 
CIENT MOBILITY AND A CO- 
ORDINATION OF SUFFICIENT 
FLEXIBILITY to make it feasi- 
ble. THE FIRST LESSON OF 
THE PRELIMINARY PHASE OF 
THE GREAT OFFENSIVE IS 
THAT THE PEOPLE'S ARMY 
IS A MOBILE BODY WITH AN 
EFFECTIVE CENTRAL COM- 
MAND. 

On the night of July 5th Go- 
vernment forces desoeBded from 
the neighborhood of the Madrid- 
Escorial road (we may use Valde- 
morillo as a concrete point) and 
penetrated rapidly into Fascist 
territory west of Madrid and 
along the foothills of the Guadar- 
ramas. The first day's work was 
divided roughly as follows: The 
Fifth Army Corps otok Brunete 
at 6 a. m. with little difficulty; 
the Eighteenth fought all day 
and until ten p. m. for well-fort- 
ified and stubbornly defended Vil- 
lanueva de la Cafiada. 

In preparation for the offensive, 
guerrillero’s had cut the rebel 
railway lines at some point or 
points between their Madrid Front 
and their supply bases, keeping 
them closed for over forty-eight 
hours. Government forces near 
Sesefia initiated an attack north 
and eastward, embarrassing the 
rebel rear on the Jarama. A third 
supporting action was an attack 
along the Villaverde-Usera front, 
pushing the rebel front l'ne on 
the Toledo Road back to kilome- 
ter seven. 

All this was accompanied by 
tremendous air activities. Every 
rebel position in the whele central 
area was bombed and strafed 
mercilessly. A gasoline deposit at 
Navalcamero went up in smoke 
on the first day. On anti-aircraft 
we broke even, bringing down 
and losing one plane (altho anti- 
aircraft brought down two planes 
outside the center area that same 
day). But in the air itself, espec- 
ially in a fight over Navalcamero, 
a week of air-victories was init- 
iated: three Helnkels falling and 
two burning up. Other spoils of 
the day were eighty odd prisoners 
at Brunete, over one hundred at 
Villanueva, a battery of 10.5’s and 
smaller booty. The rebel reply: a 
vicious shelling of Madrid at 
night ! 

7.7 The loyal line of penetrat- 
ion had at once to be widened 
and our troops moved very little 
south, concentrating on pushing 
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the Fascists back to East and 
West. The towns themselves res- 
isted stubbornly and our glorious 
air fleet — the Spaniards say, 
"Glorious” and understand “aviat- 
ion” — worked a twenty — four % 
hour day. Two Fiats sandwiched 
a loyal bomber and filled it full of 
holes, but bomber and crew re- 
turned safely whereas one Fiat 
failed to return. Then over Ma- 
drid, While the whole population 
watched from the roofs, 20 of our 
cazas fought a huge Fascist fleet 
including a new type of two sea- 
ter, the fastest plane yet seen he- 
re. Score: two Fiats down and we 
lost a biplane. 

7.8 Our troops took the posit- 
ions of Minguito, Romanillos, Los 
Llanos and the castle of Villafran- 
ca, but the towns of Quijoma, 
Villanueva del PardiUo, Villafran- 
ca, etc., resisted. An enemy coun- 
terattack at Usera failed. In the 
air, one Fiat down; one Junker 
damaged; one loyal bomber dama- 
ged, one dead, remainder of crew 
wounded. 

7.9 at 11,30 a.m. Quijorna fell. 
Among the over 200 prisoners 
were many Moors from the 
French protectorate in Morocco. 
Our aviation spent this and sue 
ceeding days bombing aerodro- 
mes; definitely destroyed two pla- 
nes in Granada. On the Burgos- 
Santander front thousands of Ita- 
lians now replacing Moors and 
Fascists. 

7.10 Whole company infantry 
waves white handkerchiefs south 
of Brunete when their captain out 
of action. Since Tuesday our anti- 
air guns have brot down five pla- 
nes. German air-captain dies in 
our hospital. Fighting around Vil- 
lanueva del Pardillo. 

7.11 Villanueva del Pardillo sur- 
renders. Over 600 prisoners behave 
as though they had escaped from 
bondage, cheering spontaneously 
all the way to Madrid. 

7.12-7.30 The Glorious brings 
down 25 enemy planes in two 
days, while we lost five Three re- 
bel chasers attack one bomber 
which brings down two of them 
before it falls; the pilot and bom- 
ber fell in Na man’s land and got 
back to our lines although the 
bomber was severely wounded on 
the way. At 5 p.m. on 12th, a big 
air fight with 33 loyal chasers 
fighting six trimotors five bimo- 
tors and thirty cazas. Score: 1 
Heinkel, 8 Fiats (three of latter 
in our lines). We lost a plane and 
one plane that went deep in rebel 
territory in the morning failed to 



return. In Mallorca another Fiat 
down. 

7pm On the 13th nine rebel ca- 
zas and two new type monoplanes 
were brooght down over Naval- 
camero. Antiaireraft guns brou- 
ght down another rebel plane, the 
pilot being taken prisoner. In ad- 
dition our tiny "moscas” dama- 
ged a Junker and one chaser was 
seen wobbling. 

The rebel line on the La Corufia 
sualties, plus over 1.200 prisoners, 
and have lost 100 square miles of 
road was cut at kilometer 16.5 
(ten miles from Madrid toward 
El Escorial). 

7.14 Seven Fiats down. Two lo- 
yal bombers lagged and were 



answer pressure for pressure, at- 
tack for attack. The threat to 
Madrid from this side is weak- 
ened, and instead the Fascist for- 
ces move uneasily on the defen- 
sive. Loyal artillery can now pound 
the Campamento on the Naval- 
camero Road from behind their 
fortifications. Supply difficulties 
for the rebels increase a hun- 
dredfold. In general, as the time 
draws near for the decisive bat- 
tles that will free Madrid and 
Spain, rebel attack positions have 
become defensive ones that drain 
their resources. This is the result 
of the first phase of the offensive. 

But if we bear in mind the pre- 
liminary question of army deve- 



lopment with which we began 
this study, a far more important 
result of the offensive is seen. 
The ease and smoothness with 
which a small part of the Peo- 
ple’s Army — two Corps - execu- 
ted this manoeuvre tell us the Ar- 
my is ripening fast for the great 
drive to Seville. And one concrete 
fact stands out above all other 
from the results of the attack 
the recruits who bore the brunt 
of the fighting proved themselves 
good soldiers. That is of incalcu- 
lable Importance, for it means 
that the still untapped reserves of 
Spanish manhood can now rapidly 
be absorbed at full military effi- 
ciency into the People's Army. 




POLAR EXPEDITION CHIEFS 
PROMISE SCIENTIFIC RESULTS 



downed; fell in our lines but all 
four men. dead. 

7.15 Rebels have now sent po- 
werful reinforcements as manife- 
sted by the stubborn fight going 
on at Villafranca del Castillo 
where artillery is tremendons. Big 
dogfight over Madrid in which 32 
our planes participate. Six Fiats 
down, one mosca which fell in our 
lines, pilot dead. 

7.18 Results of first phase of 
offensive ; Rebels have lost 35 pla- 
nes; plus planes destroyed in ae- 
rodromes suffered over 4000 ca- 
te rritory. 

Be f<»r the offensive the rebels 
maintained a pincers on Madrid. 
Now, behind the claw that goes 
from Las Rozas to University Ci- 
ty, loyal forces stand ready to 



The aviators, which carried 
the Polar Expedition under the di- 
rection of Professor Otto Schmidt 
and his companions to the top of 
the world, are back in Moscow. 

Next year the same aviators 
will go to the North Pole to take 
the scientists back to Moscow. 
Prof. Otto Schmidt, in a reception 
speech in Moscow promised that, 
“with the co-operation of the four 
which will remain at the Pole for 
a year the Polar Expedition will 
supply to science and mankind all 



that the North Pole will be ca- 
pable of giving.” 

Vodopianov, the pilot, belittle 1 
the dangers of the cxjiedition. 
"Now that a power like the So 
viet Union Is behind polar explo- 
rers, the dangers that made pr 
vious expeditions extremely dan- 
gerous no longer are to be con- 
sidered serious. Within a year, 
there is no doubt about it. we’ll 
go back to the North Pole in I 
fetch the four comrades hark 
me.” 
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ONE YEAR OF FASCIST INVASION 

A YEAR OF TRAGEDY AND GLORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT 



This week the Spanish people 
enter the second year of the war 
which has been forced on them by 
the treachery of a few trai- 
tor generals and corrupt political 
leaders of the type of the coward- 
ly Gil Robles. This week they en- 
ter the second year of their mag- 
nificert struggle against the fa- 
scist Invader, against Portugal 
Italy and Germany. This week the 
Spanish people concludes one year 
of resistance to the slow but mur- 
derous policy of Non Intervention 
weapon of the British imperialist 
classes. These are the three prin- 
cipal enemies of the Spanish peo- 
ple; there is ye( another, the in- 
comprehension of certain people 
who call themselves working class 
leaders. It will be useful briefly 
to survey the course events have 
taken. 

gromr the very beginning one 
thing must be understood; before 
the rising of July of last year, 
before even the coming of the Po- 
pular Front government of Fe- 
bruary 1936 foreign fascism was 
plotting in Spain. This is no mere 
assertion based upon political pro- 
bability, but a historical and do- 
cumented certainty. When the Ger- 
man consulate was taken over in 
Barcelona masses of documents 
were discovered covering a period 
of several years. Among them 
were papers incriminating Spanish 
politicians of the extreme right. 
German business houses, German 
consulates and journalistic agen- 
cies were ail systematically enga- 
ged in spying, corruption and pro- 
paganda in this contry. Spanish 
right leaders were importing arms 
months before the Franco .rebel- 
lion. Moreover an economic survey 
h-I been clandestinely made by 
German specialists. For what rea- 
son? Hitler’s recent declaration 
that he has intervened in Spain 
because he needs metals for his 
war plans provides the answer. 
The economic occupation of Spain 
had been planned by the capita- 
lists behind Hitler Defore the co- 
ming of the Popular Front go- 
vernment. The Spanish fascists 
who tried to overthrow that go- 
vernment were only the tools of 
foreign powers. 



THE TECHNIQUE OF FASCIST 
IMPERIALISM 

It was the Italian war against 
Abyssinia and the shameful be- 
trayal of that member of the 
Leaugue of Nations by the lea- 
ding members of the League, 
with the exception of the Soviet 
Union, that provided the German 
and Italian dictators with the mo- 
del. By encouraging the Spanish 
fascist to revolt and steeping in 
to help them, they knew they 
could make open war on Spain 
without openly declaring it accor- 
ding to legal tradition. The Sanc- 
tions policy of the League of Na- 
tions in the case of Abyssinia 
told Hitler and Mussolini plainly 
enough that the rival imperialism 
of so-called democratic England 
would connive at the betrayal. 
This much must be understood; it 
is British imperialism which is 
responsible, not only for the poli- 
cy of Non Intervention, but for 
the fact that Franco knew he 
could rely on the support of the 
enemies of his country. 

THE POPULAR FRONT GO- 
VERNMENT OF SPAIN 

Faced with the reversal of most 
of the valuable reforms of the Re- 
public of 1931 by the Right go- 
vernments of the renegade Lerroux 
and the Cathollc-C. E. D. A.-rna- 
chine-gunner-by proxy Gil Robles, 
the Spanish progressive parties in 
1935 formed the People’s Front, 
upon a basis of guaranteed sup- 
port to a government of Left Re- 
publicans working with a modest 
liberal programme. (The P. O. U. 
M., later viciously to attempt to 
stab the People’s government In 
the back, signed this treaty. Wi- 
thin two months of that govern- 
ment taking office the P. O. U. 
M. was denouncing it.) At the 
elections of February 1936 the 
People’s Front was victorious, the 
tempo of the world attack of the 
fascists on democracy was at once 
enormously accelerated. The mis. 
calculation in the fascist plans 
was enormous. The assumption 
had been that Spain would easily 
fall victim and that no one would 



come to her aid. Both counts were 
utterly wrong. 

Franco thought he would repeat 
the 1923 success of General Primo 
de Rivera, Hitler and Mussolini, 
expected Spain to be another 
Abyssinia. They were right enough 
about the part the League Of Na- 
tions was to play, but they hud 
not reckoned upon the heroism of 
the Spanish people, the solidarity 
of masses of the world proletariat, 
and the honour and rectitude of 
tw o governments, those of Mexi- 
co and the Soviet Union. 

THE FRIBST PHASE OF THE 
WAR 

Most comrades will remember 
that the first stage may be cha- 
racterised as the Romantic stage, 
In this period the Spanish people 
attempted to defeat fascism with 
ill organised though heroic militia 
groups. The result was that faced 
by the disciplined army of traitor 
troups and Moorish mercenaries 
the Spanish people were heading 
for defeat. There is no need to re- 
peat what was formely said in 
the articles on the evolution of the 
army, it suffices to say that the 
vast problem facing Spain was 
how to achieve organisation and 
discipline; how to destroy the 
Black Legend, The legend of an 
invertebrate Spain. That evil tra- 
dition has been destroyed, that it 
ever existed was due to the ty- 
ranny of outlived classes of go- 
vernors. This much the war has 
proved. 

In the field of foreign affairs 
another huge problem was to be 
faced. While feverishly rearming 
and preparing for war the British 
imperialists forced upon the other 
European governments the policy 
cynically called Non Intervention. 
Under this policy even arms that 
had been bought before the war 
had begun were witheld from the 
Spanish government, by the Bri- 
tish and French governments in 
particular. The latter government 
had long demanded that Spain 
purchase her arms in France. Ho- 
wever, while other governments 
professed to unconvinced, the 
Soviet government soon exposed 



the perfidy of the fascist powers 
who from the very first had been 
liberally supplying the rebels with 
arms and technical help. In Octo- 
ber the Russian workers govern- 
ment declared that it would not 
be bound by the Non Intervention 
Pact to any greater extent than 
certain other countries. 

This event may be said to begin 
the second phase of the war. Out 
of the first violent and excited 
confusion a regular army was be- 
ginning to emerge, crystallising 
round the Fifth Regiment orga- 
nised by the Communist Party. 
The confusion in governmental ad- 
ministration was also beginning 
to disappear. Before this date even 
the government of the Left Radi- 
cal Party, to which Spain owes 
a tremendous debt, had invited 
the oth r ■ parties of the Popular 
Front to help it form a new go- 
vernment. In the first week of 
September the Communist Party 
entered the government. 

The important phenomena to 
understand are these, that the 
Spanish people had realised what 
its task was, had achieved a great 
measure of organisation at the ve- 
ry moment when it ceased to be 
isolated in the world, when a great 
power and that a workers’power 
called the fascist bluff, and when 
the first demonstration of proleta- 
rian solidarity arrived in Madrid: 
the First International Brigade. 

The International Brigade, the 
first of which was under the Com- 
mand of General Kleber (now in 
command of the 45th Division) 
arrived in time to help drive back 
the first fascist attak on the city, 
which began on the 7th of No- 
vember. It was at University City 
that the First International, the 
Uth of the Peoples Army, put up 
one of the most magnificent per- 
formances that history has on re- 
cord. It was the 11th and 12th 
brigades which bore the brunt of 
the University City fighting, when 
the news was received that a cer- 
tain body of troups had been dri- 
ven out of it Dramatic and des- 
perate fighting went on for days, 
often from room to room, until 
the fascists were definitely held. 
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THE GOVERNMENTS AIK 
FORCE ARRIVES 

About November the Fourth the 
air raids on Madrid began to be- 
come very serious, it was at once 
evident that they followed the Ger- 
man plan of attempting to demo- 
ralise the civilian people. Crowds 
of working class folk in the Glo- 
rieta park were suddenly bombed 
and machine-gunned one Sunday 
afternoon. Night raids soon began 
so that the city by night began 
to look like a region of blast fur- 
naces, a red glare overhanging it. 
However the head of the Junta de 
Defensa, General Miaja, announ- 
ced that in this respect the Ma- 
drilenos might shortly expect to- 
see something interesting. A few 
days later, when German bombers 
were droning over the city, a 
squadron of all-metal monoplanes 
roared over the house-tops and 
for the first time Madrid watched 
its aerial defenders chase the fa- 
scists out of the sky. 

But once again the character of 
fascist aid to Franco changed. 



SPAIN INVADED BY REGULAR 
IMPERIALIST TROOPS 

In December and January Ita- 
lian and German regiments began 
to arrive, later whole divisions, 
complete with staffs and equip- 
ment were found in action. While 
the numerical ratio of the I. B. 
has diminished as the Peoples Ar- 
my grew, more and ir ore has 
Franco been compelled to rely on 
foreign troops. With this new dan- 
ger the Spanish Government as 
formerly constituted was hardly 
fit to cope. It had been composed 
of every important political sector 
of the Peoples Front, the anarco- 
syndlcalists of the FAI-CNT ha- 
ving entered in November, but 
there was no real unified cabinet 
programme. 

Just as t.e National economy 
was a Jacob's coat of many-colo- 
red experiment, of different types 
of administration, so in a lesser 
degree the Governmental policy 
showed a marked dissimilarity of 
outlook between department and 
department. With the sudden in- 
crease of fascist help to Franco, 
and the Traitor's change of stra- 
tegic plan represented by the flan- 
king battles of the Jarama and 
Guadalajara fronts a real concen- 
tration of effort was needed. 

In May 17th the present Negrin 
Government came into power. Re- 
cruiting at once was conducted at 



a gAatly sharpened tempo; the 
first problem to which the govern- 
ment had put its hand was that 
of creating the reserves which 
the nature of an offensive against 
the invaders made vital. At the 
same time the work of seriously 
organising the nation’s economy 
was begun. And finally the first 
definite offensive was launched in 
July. This period, beginning with 
the months of January and Fe- 
bruary may be called the Realist 
Period., all illusion of easy victo- 
ry had long since vanished instead, 
the Spanish people had become 
aware that not only its own inde- 
pendence was at stake, but that it 
was fighting the battle of world 
freedom. The Popular Revolution 
had reached its full consciousness. 
Defeat had become impossible. 

In the outside world the coming 
of the Negrin government was ac- 
companied by dramatic possibili- 
ties. The shelling of the open city 
of Almeria by the German war- 
ships engaged in "Control" lead to 
a crisis in the Policy of Non In- 
tervention. The German and Ita- 
lian Governments at once with- 
drew from the sub-committee of 
Control and demanded extrava- 
gant and altogether too fantastic 
a set of conditions for renewed 
cooperation. Nevertheless the fa- 
tuous Mr Eden, whom any nove- 
list would reject as too obvious a 
caricature of a man, agreed. A 
few days later the German, dicta- 
tor announced that the Leipzic 
had been marrowly missed by a 
“Red” torpedo and demanded joint 
action from Britain and France 
under the terms of the Four Power 
Pact which had emerged from the 
Almeria tragedy. To the asto- 
nishment of many, Eden refused. 

Once again the British govern- 
ment set about trying to prop up 
the cretinoid dummy of Non In- 
tervention, but the refusal by Ger- 
many and Italy of all feasible 
proposals and the final refusal by 
the fascist puppet Portugal of all 
control of her frontier put a mo- 
mentary end to these efforts. On 
Tuesday July the 14th the French 
frontier was thrown open. An ex- 
planation must here be given; this 
ending of Control does not mean 
that the Spanish Government can 
exercise its legal right to purcha- 
se arms, say, in France. It means 
that supposing an American tou- 
rist in Perpignan woke up to find 
six tanks and an artillery battery 
amongst his baggage, plus legal 
documents, he could ship them 
across the border without interfe- 



rence from the Garde Mobile. Ac- 
tually the sale of arms to Spain is 
still forbidden by the Plymouth 
Committee. Again, removal of 
control means that an innocent 
American tourist strolling round 
Beziers in search of old-fasbioned 
beauty will not be put into prison 
in that interesting town, nor in 
Toulouse. 



A NEW BASE IN INTERNA- 
TIONAL AFFAIRS 

This change certainly indicates 
that the section of the machine- 
ry of world war has reached a 
completer stage of development. 
Eden has announced that if a so- 
lution of the Control problem is 
not reached the British govern- 
ment will consider the policy of 
Non-Intervention to be at an end. 
In that case what will happen? 
Spain will be able to buy all the 
arms she needa, that much is cer* 
tain, though there are difficulties 
which might remain. The Spa- 
nish army would obtain all the 
arms it needs, them. What would 
be the reply of International Fa- 
scism? Would Italy and Germany 
pour in fresh armies on an entire- 
ly new scale ? And if so what would 
p'rance do? Here are questions 
which no wise commentator would 
answer in a hasty fashion. So 
much depends on whether the fa- 
scist dictators are ready, in a 
strictly technical sense, for war. 
Again, Hitler and Mussolini may 
decide that diplomacy and the con- 
nivance of Eden could still aid 
them to adopt positions that would 
help them to wage war with grea- 
ter chances of success. 

However, it seems that there are 
no limits of hypocrisy to which 
Eden will not go. At present he is 
putting forward yet another ver- 
sion of Control in order to bring 
in Germany and Italy. He has pro- 
posed to grant belligerent rights 
to Franco. Tre French govern- 
ment has protested and there 
seems little chance of this pro- 
posal being accepted. 

One thing is missing from this 



brief survey of the war, the pro- 
blem of international working 
class solidarity, that will be with 
in another article. 

So much is clear, comrades, for 
every growth of strength inside 
Spain, the reactionary powers in 
Europe, give fresh aid to Franco. 
Viewed in this fashion, without 
rhetoric and without the utmost 
objectivity this much is mountain 
clear. The Spanish people and with 
them their helpers are fighting a 
world battle of peacee versus war, 
and of progress towards a justei 
society. 



BASHIKIRIA TO PRO- 
DUCE OIL IN LARGE 
AMOUNTS 

The recent discovery of a new 
oil field near the village of Tul- 
masa, situated 180 kilometers 
west of Ufa, Is again attracting 
attention to the oil resources of 
Bashkiria. 

It has now been ascertained 
that the poor work of the Bashkl- 
rtan oil industry Is the result of 
wrecking. Trotzkyte wickers 
moved oil prospecting from the 
most effective stations to those 
of secondary importance, retarded 
for years the prospecting of rich 
oil fields, and equipped bore boles 
with poor quality boring tabes 
and tools. 

Marked progress has already 
been noted at Bashldrlan oil fields 
this year, after the removal of 
wreckers and the appointment ol 
a new administrative personnel. 
Prospecting has been organized, 
main attention being focused on 
drilling in the areas adjoining the 
Ishymbaev Industrial district 
which Is one of the largest at pre- 
sent Six basic oil fields within a 
10 kilometers Radius of Lshym- 
baev are to be drilled this year. 
Prospecting drilling is to be eon- 
tinned, a railway, an oil pipeline 
and an oil refinery are available. 
The sections can be completely 
mastered much faster than the 
remote districts which had been 
the aim of the wrecker*. 



NOTE 

The lack of materials for making photo-en~ 
graving cliches has delayed the issuing of this 
number. Several of our articles call for maps and 
illustrations. 

To this date the situation has not been relieved. 
W e will publish the maps in a future number 




THE VOLUNTEERS MEDAL 



The Commissartat of the International Brigades has decided to produce 
a medal for all the Volunteers, to be kept as a souvenir of the Spanish war 
of liberation. 

Carmeto VICENT. Joaquin CORRAL. Jose ORTELLA and Manuel 
PASCUAL all members of the U. G. T. Artists Union have supplied the 



models here illustrated. All of these models have value. We thank the 
comrade artists for their contribuitions; but to help us in the task of choosing 
from amongst the four the medal to be struck, we ask all comrades to indicate 
their choicetous: 

COMMISSARIAT OP THE I. B.—Calle VELAZQUEZ. 63.— MADRID 
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AFTER THE SIERRA - WHAT? 



When the “Nationalist” Ar- 
my of Gegionaires and Moors, 
supported by German and Ita- 
lian artillery, aviation, and 
tanks; firing; an abundance of 
machine-guns and bullets from 
the same countries and from 
reserve stocks of Portugal, 
elected to march on Madrid, it 
SM obeying political rather 
than military impulses. It was 
more important to procure an 
unshakeable political position 
in Spain as a whole than to 
take the points of most mili- 
tary value. Madrid was the 
key, Madrid is the key, to life 
or death for Fascism. 

It is not to be wondered that 
the Fascists fell into a panic 
when the People's Army, ha- 
ving come a long year’s road 
from the pistol-armed groups 
of July 1936 launched an offen- 
sive designed to clear the Ma- 
drid front. They poured pla- 
nes and guns, bombs and muni- 
tions out of their war reser- 
ves, into the Madrid front, on 
an unparalleled scale. A con- 
servative foreign correspondent 
recently told the writer that, 
in his opinion, there were four 
hundred and fifty rebel planes 
in the center area alone, and 
not less than one thousand in 
Spain! 

The concentration of planes 
and artillery, by far the great- 
est seen in this war, must su- 
rely have been calculated to 
produce a Brihuega in reverse, 
a rout of the Government for- 
ces that would let the rebels 
throug the Sierra line prevail- 



ing at the beginning of the of- 
fensive. It failed completely; 
the second phase of the Sierra 
campaign ended with the Go- 
verment still in possession of 
most of the territory captured 
in the first phase. 

On July 18 the Fascists took 
over the initiative from the 
Government with violent coun- 
terattacks at Villanueva del 
Pardillo, and on the 18th, Qui- 
joma and Brunete. A whole 



day of fighting along the line 
extending from above Quijor- 
na to below Brunete, netted 
them nothing but one hill po- 
sition. From July 17 to 24, 
however, the People’s troops 
in unfortified positions endured 
the most intensive, unceasing 
artillery and air bombardment 
they had ever experienced. 
Government artillery, overwor- 
ked in the first days of the 
campaign, could reply but fee- 



bly to rebel batteries which 
were in good condition, becau- 
se, more numerous, they could 
alternate and thus avoid over- 
heating. The goverment planes, 
superior but outnumbered, de- 
voted almost full time to bom- 
bardment of aerodromes and 
supply centers, thus contribut- 
ing much to the earlier exhaus- 
tion of rebel air and artillery 
munitions. Every base in Spain 
that could possibly serve as a 
rebel support to attacks on the 
Sierra was bombed once or 
more. The terrorist nature of 
Fascist air activities, on the 
other hand, was crudely under- 
lined during this period by at- 
tacks on sleeping villages far 
cutside the war area. 

ATTACK AND COUNTER- 
THRUST 

At last terrific bombard- 
ment told on tired, thirsty, 
and poorly entrenched troops. 
On July 24 the rebels recaptu- 
red Brunete and it was neces- 
sary, once they were there, to 
withdraw tne 18th Army 
Corps to the west bank of the 
Guadarrama Fiver. The re- 
treat answered to normal me- 
chanisms. Here, a unit suf- 
fered losses so heavy that it 
was bound to retire. There 
a unit scarcely under fire yiel- 
ded to panic. But on the 
whole it was simply a logical 
and minimum withdrawal from 
difficult positions, with food 
and water troubles, after near- 
ly three weeks of exhausting 

Continued on page 2. 
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campaigning, tinder fire com- 
parable to that of the major 
battles of the Great War. Not 
only did the Government for- 
ces withdraw in good order to 
form a new line, but they had 
strength to counterattack. 

The 11th and 14th Divisions 
reentered Brunete and fought 
for it street by street They 
were eventual y forced to reti- 
re, but had gained valuable ti- 
me for the general withdrawal. 
The People's Army dug in on 
a line roughly east and west 
about half- way between Bru- 
nete and Villanueva de la Ca- 
nada, keeping all the towns 
they had taken with the excep- 
tion of Brunete. 

On the night of July 25 Car- 
lo® Castejdn brought down the 
first plane ever destroyed in 
night combat. It was a Jun- 
kers with American motors. 
Antiair guns blew up another, 
and two Fiats were Bhot down 
in a fight. On the night cf 
July 26, Rodriguez Mateu of 
the same night-flying squa- 
dron, duplicated the feat of 
Castejon. On July 27 the rebel 
counteroffensive had appa- 
rently burned out. 

A COSTLY EFFORT 

The tremendous concentra- 
tion cf Fascist war-materials 
on the Madrid front had ena- 
bled the rebels to halt the Go- 
vernment offensive and to 
counterattack. How costly 
an effort it was, we can begin 
to estimate once we realize 
thait German-Italian war ma- 
terials are not inexhaustible. 
The British military writer, 
Captain Liddell Hart, breaking 
through the haze of fantasy, 
measures air strength “in 
terms of first line aircraft- 
which represents the number 
of machines actually in service 
with formed units". He gives 
Germany 1,200 such craft at 
the beginning of 1937 and 
pehaps 1,500 by the spring of 
the year. Italy, with another 
1,500 needs about a third of 
her strength in Eritrea, Soma- 



lia, Abyssinia, Libya and the 
Dodecanese. Thus tw-. coun- 
tries whose whole political li- 
ne is that of preparation for 
and provocation of war, in .a 
world situation where war is 
not too remote a possibility, 
placed very nearly a fifth of 
their best air forces on a sin- 
gle Spanish front to prevent 
disaster! When we reflect 
that trained personnel is a ma- 
jor time consumer for the 
building of front line air for- 
ces, we see that international 
Fascism is wasting away on 
the Madrid front. 

REBELS LACK MEN 

All observers agree that the 
Fascists had no Infantry to 
follow up their terrific air anu 
artillery preparation. — Here is 
the key to the second phase of 
the Sierra campaign, the rebel 
counterattack from July 18 to 
26. In the first phase, the 
GOTCrcment offensive fThly 
6-17) a number of strategic 
errors were made and various 
weaknesses of the People’s 
Army revealed. However, in 
addition to demonstrating that- 
the Army had attained a mobi- 
lity and organization sufficient 
for all purposes, the offensive 
proved that the new recruits, 
incorporated in sound, well-of- 
ficered units with good politi- 
cal guidance were good soldiers. 
It proved that the People’s 
Army can, If need be, be built 
up to one million men. Jhe 
counterattack revealed fhat 
the rebels have a chronic ser- 
fage of men. 

The twb phases and the two 
key factors combined to pro- 
vide an epilogue to the cam- 
paign. A series of armed 
clashes broke out in rebel ter- 
ritory. 

On the morning of July 29 
a regular battle took place in 
Granada, during which the Cli- 
nical Hospital where Moors 
are barracked was heavily 
shelled. In Motril, thirty mi- 
nutes of fighting took place on 
the beach. Rifles, machine- 
guns and hand-grenades were 



employed. At Aguilar de 
Campo on the Santander front 
fifteen planes and a convoy of 
troops had to be sent to quiet 
a rebellion. A Ministry of 
Defense note reveals that at 
Motril and at Malaga, organi- 
zed groups, "apparently for- 
med by Communists” initiated 
attacks in the expectation of 
a Government drive in that di- 
rection. 

RESERVES OF LOYAL 
ARMY 

Not only have the rebels no 
manpower, but their only sour- 
ce is importation which aggra- 
vates the hostility of the popu- 
lation toward the Fascist re- 
gime. Eden may continue to 
abet the warmaking criminals, 
the Subcommittee may stay 
on vacation until autumn per- 
mitting Japan to make pro- 
progress with her invasion- of 
China, and Hitler and Musso- 
lini to pour new troops and 
supplies into Spain. But the 
Spanish people with the aid 



and solidarity of 180.000.004 
Soviet citizens and of the 
workers and democrats of the 
whole world, has drawn the 
moral of the Sierra campaign 
and will know how to counter 
the new agression. 

The Peoples’s Front has re- 
serves of power consisting of 
Spaniards IN REBEL A S 
WELL AS LOYAL TERRITO- 
RY. In loyal Spain, reserves 
of men must become reserve# 
of soldiers by Intensive train - 
ing and technical equipment. 
The tremendous growth of 
Spanish war Industry will 
speed this process. In rebel 
Spain, intensified guerrilla 
warfare, invented in Spain to 
drive out the Napoleonic inva- 
ders, will help drive out today’s 
Fascist ones. To mobilize the 
people’s reserves of manpower 
behind the rebel Unas, the Go- 
vernment has the weapon of 
agitation and propaganda. The- 
re ia the gun Hitler and Mus- 
solini — and Eden ; — cannot 
match. 

O. M. 
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LOYAL AVIATORS DESCRIBE 
IN THE FASCIST PRISONS 



EXCHANGED 

TORTURES 

Recently, through the me- 
dium at the International Red 
Cross, seven fascist flyers 
who were brought down in lo- 
yal territory were exchanged 
for seven loyal aviators in re- 
bel prisons. The latter were 
captured after having been 
brought down on rebel ground. 
The seven fascist aviators we- 
re all foreigners. 

Two of the loyal aviathrs 
held prisoners upon arrival at 
Hendaya recounted to the Spa- 
nish consul of that town an ex- 
traordinary story giving elo- 
quent proof of barefaced Ita- 
lian.. and German intervention 
in Spain. Italy and Germany 
not only promote the organiza- 
tions of their secret police, but 
also keep contact with fascist 
prisoners, to the extent Of as- 
sisting them to escape, loyal 
territory, they revealed. 

These two pilots fell into 
the hands of the enemy on No- 
vember 2, in the province of 
Segovia First they were loc- 
ked up in the Jesuit Convent 
of Salamanca until December 
16, and were victims of unusu- 
ally cruel treatment. Frequen- 
tly they were beaten with a 
bull's pizzle lined with wire, in 
attempts to obtain from them 
statements concerning airdro- 
mes, materials of aviation, and 
other information that the 
fascists desired. 

On March 16, escorted by 
•gents of the Gestapo, they we- 
re transferred to Astorga, 
from where, always under the 
custody of the Nazi police, 
they continued to Vigo. In this 
port they were embarked seve- 
ral days later on the ship 
"Rolandse”, of the Bremen 
shipping list. They arrived at 
Hamburg on March 31. 

While crossing the canal of 
Mancha, the aviators threw 
sealed bottles in the water in 
which they had enclosed scri- 
bbled notes giving their na- 
mes, relating some of the tor- 
tures to which they were sub- 
jected, and stating* that they 
were being taken from Spain 
•s prisoners. 

In Hamburg they were in- 
carcerated in the cellar of one 



of the Gestapo prisons and we- 
re kept there for six days on 
a diet of only one chunk of 
black bread and a herring. Se- 
veral of the others had sim- 
ply one potato each. 

From Hamburg the., were 
taken by railroad to Berlin. 
Two or three kilometres befo- 
re arriving at the Berlin sta- 
tion, one f the prisoners took 
advantage of the uain slowing 
up a nil jumped it; but the po- 
lice agents immediately stop- 
ped the train and recaptured 
him. All were all placed in a 
dungeon headed by the Berlin 
Gestapo, where they were held 
for three months, being sub- 
jected to atrocious cruelty, ex- 
ceeding that inflicted on them, 
in the Spanish prisons. 

On June 15, they were ta- 
ken from Jerlin to Rome in 
a German trimotor. On this 
trip they flew over Vienna, ob- 
serving how the German trimo- 



tor pilots were taking many 
movie lilms of Austrian terri- 
tory. I-. Rome they were pla- 
ced in the prison of the Fort 
of Gaeta, which is full at Ita- 
lian soldiers who refuse to co- 
me to Spain to fight against 
the Republic. 

. At the end of a month, on 
July 16, they were removed 
fro.-. Rome, also by air, to 
Pollensa in the island of Ma- 
jorca. Passing over Corcega, 
the Italia n that piloted the 
ship took many photos, and in 
their conversations they ex- 
pressed the desire and ultima- 
te ambition of Italy to wrest 
this island from Frame. From 
Pollensa, also by air, they we- 
re taken to Ceuta; from Ceuta 
to Cadiz, continuing the trip 
then to the Franco Spanish 
frontier. 

Another of the exchanged 
aviators who was taken priso- 
ner, to Mallorca on May 31, has 



stated before the Spanish con- 
sul at Hendaya that when he 
-was brought dawn from the air 
he was suffering from an ex- 
plosive bullet wound, and ma- 
de his way over the hills to 
the edge or the sea where he 
intended to swim to Menorca; 
but 16 Italian soldiers pursued 
and captured him. 

Those in charge of him at 
Palma were the heads of fas- 
cist aviation erf Baleares, un- 
der the command of an Italian 
Lieutenant Colonel, three other 
Italian officers and a German. 

On June 26, he was remove ! 
to the Castle of Bellver, whe- 
re there are 160 political pri- 
soners, among whom figure 
the director of the hospital at 
Palma Dr. Penaranda; the 
heads of the Polioe and Tele- 
graph of the same capital, and 
five officials of the Carabine - 
ros. In another prison nearby 
are 600 political prisoners and 
1.500 in a concentration camp. 
The figures of those who hare 
already been executed in Ma- 
llorca are estimated at more 
than 5.000. 

Among other informat ion 
they revealed is that each 
week there arrive at Palma 
two or three Italian cistern 
boats load sd with gasoline; 
that the principal Mallorcan 
exports, such as oranges and 
almond kernel, are .'-1! ssnt to 
Italy. In Mallorca bread, pota- 
toes and other food necessities 
are scarce. 

On July 16, in a sea-plane, 
this comrade was taken by air 
to Ceuta, then to Cadiz, then 
to Seville by automobile; from 
Seyille to the jail at San Se- 
bastian. 

A private offer was made to 
each exchanged aviator to the 
effect that when they were li- 
berated and restored to loya- 
list forces, that if they came 
over to the fascist side with 
a loyalist airplane they would 
be rewarded 200.000 francs. 

In view of all this testimo- 
ny, given by our exchanged 
aviators regarding the mal- 
treatment, the torture and the 
suffering they were compelled 
to undergo, it can proudly be 
said that none of the fascist 
aviators returned by us can 
honestly make similar accusa- 
tions against the Republic. 



REMEMBER THIS 

I’ve heard you sobbing in the night 
And know your tears are not for fright 
But for the dead. Those Comrades lost 
Who through this day have fought beside you all this 

[way 

Beneath the sun’s half blinding heat, 

Until they fell upon this wheat, beside these olive trees. 
In all this hell sound and thirst, 

The whining steel and blinding burst of bomb and shell; 
They still came on. 

With blistered feet and shoulders bent, 

With vagrant thoughts that often went to home and 

[peace 

And we must weep. For Oliver and Jack we could not 

[keep, 

Nor can we get them back. 

I cannot say that they’ve been tom 

To some far place and there reborn to live again; 

But mark you this — they still live on — as men. 
For we must take the strength they leave 
And to the goal they pet must cleave 
With ever greaten unity — 

“All men shall now be FREE”. 

I hear you sobbing In the night, 

But in the day remember this 
That we are they. 

WILLIAM P. SMITH Jr. 
Lincoln Battalion. 
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The New Valencia to Madrid Railroad 



Last winter, when the fas- 
cist forces, taking advantage 
of the then weak Spanish Po- 
pular Army, succeeded in push- 
ing across all of Western Spain 
as far as the gates of Madrid, 
and also in cutting the last 




railroad line connecting Ma- 
drid with the Mediterranean 
Coast, they thought that their 
game ^vas won. It was then 
that, quite hurriedly, the fas- 
cist governments of Berlin, 
Rome and Lisbon recognized 
Franco and the Burgos crowd 
aa the official government of 
Spam. 

Among the fascist well-wis- 
hers there was certainty that 
the fall of the whole Madrid 
zone into the hands of Pran- 
ce wa» «nly a matter attune, 
of a very short time. 

When in February and March 
last the fascist offensives in 
the Guadalajara and Jarama 
regions took place, their ex- 
pectation was that the two at- 
tacking armies would, meet so- 
mewhere south east of Ma- 
drid, causing, of course, the 
capitulation oi uie city. 

Somehow their plans fell 
through. 

Guadalajara, which was to 
be their speediest advancing 
area, turned into a major de- 
feat. The Jarama was crossed 
at one point, but the advanc- 
ing armies were stopped at the 
edge ct the ridge which runs 
from a point south of Vacia- 
madrid to San Martin de las 
Vegas. Since then the fascists 
have not advanced one inch. 

HIGHWAY UNDER FIRE 

But Madrid nad lost its rail 
communications with the sea 
coast, and the Valencia high- 
way, while not in’ fascist hands, 
was under their fire. A long 
detour for all traffic was and 
still is neccessary. Quick com- 
munications with Valencia and 
other Eastern points had to be 



established. On April 24, that 
is, a little more than three, 
months ago, a group -of engi- 
neers met to discuss the possi- 
bilities of building a new rail- 
road to Valencia. Today the 
railroad is almost ready for 
operation. If it is not yet rea- 
dy it is not because of lack of 
ability or of organization, ft 
is because the comparative! y 
primitive economy under which 
monarchical Spain was living 
never produced, or even 
thought of producing, the 
means by which life can Be 
made efficient and comforta- 
ble. The building of a railroad 
in Spain is a job comparable, 
without exaggeration, with 
that of building a railroad in 



the 15th century. And within 
a fifteenth century economy 
not only a railroad is being 
built, but it is being built in 
record time. 

Many problems will be sol- 
ved through the construction 
of the line. Madrid, a city of 
a million people before the 
war, although a large number 
of inhabitants left during the 
tragic days of last November, 
is still a city of over a mil- 
lion. Refugees flocked in from 
many other points and took 
the place of those who had 
left. The feeding of the city, 
because of poor transporta- 
tion facilities, was always a 
serious problem. And often 
during the worse days of shor- 



tage, enemy agents of the fifth 
columm worked hard, trying to 
create dissatisfaction. That the 
Madrilenos refused to listen to 
such suggestions and quite 
smilingly lived through the 
worse hardships imposed on 
them is a proof of their lo- 
yalty. 

ROAD TO EASE TENSION 

The railroad will ease the 
tension and satisfy many ur- 
gent needs. Another result 
will be that of transporting 
not only troops and food whe- 
re they are needed, but also to 
carry men on leave. How ma- 
ny times men on leave, after 
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RADIO SEVILLE 

An yon listening? Radio Seville! 

This hi Quiepo de Llano barking, 
bellowing, spitting, 
braying on four legs. 

Radio Seville! — “Ladies and gentlemen! 

At the microphone: a savior of Spain. 

Long live wine! Long live vomit! 

Tonight I take Malaga; 

Monday I took Jerez; 

Tuesday, Montllla pud Cazalla; 

Wednesday, Chinchak, and Thursday 
drunk. And in the morning 
all the stables of ifrdrld, all the stalls 
made soft by the over-piling of horseshit 
shall give me a soft bed. 

Oh, what a delight to sloop, 
to have for a pillow 
(in hiccuping distance) 
two piles of alfalfa! 

What an honor to go to the blacksmith 
at the sign of the halter! 

What a unique pleasure 
to receive on my hoofs, 
nailed with spikes, 
the horseshoes that Franco 
won by his venture in Africa! 

Already my loins are straining, 
already my rump Is lifting, 
already u\y cars afe~gf*wlng, 
already my teeth am getting larger. 

The cinch grows short for me, 
the reins get out of odhtrol. 

I gallop, gallop... on my way: 

I shall be In Madrid tomorrow. 

Let the colleges elestf 
let the taverns open. 

Down with uaiversitigo 
and institutes — down, down! 

Let wine flow to meet 
a liberator of Spain.* 

— Are you listening 1 * Radio Seville ! 

The general of this military base, 
a bleating fool, 

Quiepo do Llano, 

Is signing off. 

RAFAEL ALBERTI 



many months at the front, ca- 
me to Madnd with permission 
for one or two weeks, and 
found it impossilbe to leave 
because of lack of transporta- 
tion. There is also the problem 
of the evacuation of Madrid. 
How many times the authori- 
ties have urged the civilian po- 
pulation, especially the refu- 
gees. from other parts of Spain, 
to leave this city for other 
centers less exposed to the 




fascist rage? Until now, howe- 
ver this problem of evacuation 
remained a problem chiefly be- 
cause of the lack of transpor- 
tation. Now with the trains 
soon to arrive in Madrid they 
will be able to take their full 
load of refugees away from 
the ever present danger of 
bombardment. 

“WORKING ON THE RAIL- 
ROAD” 

The railroad was started 
wiUdft a few days of the tfrfi 
tlal meeting of last April. 
Hurdling all the red tape of- 
ten paralysing the best enter- 
prlsts beacause of the ever- 
preaent bureaucracy, men we- 
re hired, tools and materials 
secured and the ground was 
broken. 

We are used In the United 
States or in any industrial 
country to visualise a railroad 
construction as a long series 
of steamshovels, excavators, 
dinghy locomotives, trucks,- 
tractors, machinery of all kinds 
working quite effortlessly un- 
der the guidance of compara- 
tively few men. Nothing of 
the kind here. All along the 
long, long line, ten thousand 
men work from morning till 
night under the broiling sun, 
using as tools only picks and 
shovels. A few mechanical 
drills are the only mechanical 
help they have. And these 
drills are so few and precious 
that their care is a work of 
affection. 

4.000 MEN HIRED 

At the beginning of the 
work four thousand men were 



hired. The work however, 
given the complete lack of me- 
chanical equipment, called for 
a much greater number of 
workers. At least twenty 
thousand more were needed. 
To speed the work of construc- 
tion the management conduc- 
ted a recruiting campaign in 
Madrid and along the whole 
railroad zone, much more than 
100 kilometers long, asking for 
volunteers for the road. The 
response was immediate and 
large. More than 30.000 wor- 
kers answered the call and 



would all have been taken im- 
mediately had not a great 
shortage of picks and shovels 
presented Itself. No matter 
how urgent and important the 
railway Is, there are fortifica- 
tion and trench and highway 
works which cannot be made 
to wait. So that while ties 
and rails are ready to be put 
to work, lack of tools, often 
lack of water, are delaying 
the work. 

Nevertheless the work pro- 
ceeds. The plans were for a 
completion of the whole gi- 



LINCOLN 
B AT A L L I O N 
COMMISSAR 

"Don’t let ’em get Steve!’’ 

This is the word that tra- 
vels like a flash of lightning 
through the Lincoln - Wash- 
ington Battalion lines before 
and during attack. Steve Nel- 
son, Political Commissar of the 
Lincoln- Washington Battalion, 
Lreiess worker. At any minute 
of the night or day you can 
see him moving from trench to 
trench, always on the look-out 
for bad peepholes, poor sand- 
bags, dangerous machine gun 
positions. Patiently explaining 
to groups of comrades news oi 
the outside world and other 
frouts. Concerned with the opi- 
nion of every comrade in the 
battalion, whether it be a’ 
question of winning a battle 
or of buying a toothbrush. Ste- 
ve epitomizes all that the Spa- 
nish Peoples’ Army demands 
of a political commissar. In 
the attacks of July 8 to 9, 
when the Lincoln Battalion 
Hindered a terrific (css of mi- 
litary leadership, Comrade Nel- 
son witnout hesitation aasu- 
m e d command. Seventeen 
hours a day could be called a 
short day for Steve. Not a day 
passed without a visit from 
this indefatigable leader of 
men to brigade, machine-gun 
company, infantry, kitchen and 
armory, in addition to many 
bedside discussions with wea- 
ry determined comrades. Now 
is not the time to tell in full 
the story of this comrade who 
is loved by his men. Suffice at 
this time to say of him: sol- 
dier, strategist, political lea- 
der and comrade. 



gantic project in less than two 
months. If tools had not been 
diverted to other channels be- 
cause of great emergencies, 
the 10.000 at work would have 
been joined by the 20.000 which 
are on the Union lists and rea- 
dy to go to work. 

The road will soon be finis- 
hed. No date for its inaugu- 
ration is set, but strenuous ef- 
forts are being made to rush 
it through. The road is cal- 
led the Railroad of Victory. 
It is no exaggeration. 

H. A. 
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THE PROBLEM IS "UNDER DISCUSSION” 



A basis for discussion; the 
representatives must consult 
their Governments; the Sub- 
committees will probably meet 
on Thursday; the Summer ho- 
lidays — in short the labors of 
the Non-Intervention Commit- 
tee, which would be ludicrous 
if there were not another side 
to the picture — the battlefield 
of Brunete and the hospitals 
of Madrid. 

When Italy and Germany 
withdrew from the naval con- 
trol they put forward certain 
demands: the recognition of 
Franco as a belligerent, the 
maintenance of control on 
land, and the suppression of 
the naval patrols. On July 9 
this plan was rejected, though 
Grandi explained at some 
length that the soldiers of the 
Royal Italian Army could not 
be withdrawn from Spain be- 
cause they were under the 
command of Franco. The Bri- 
tish Government was entrus- 
ted with finding a compromi- 
se, and in due course Mr. Eden 
who has already produced so 
many questionable objects 
from his immaculate hat, pre- 
sented the British proposals. 
In essence they granted the 
Fascist demands with two ad- 
ditions or amendments. The 
British Government suggested 
that the naval control should 
be replaced by observers in 
Spanish ports, and that the vo- 
lunteers should be withdrawn. 

This plan was proposed as a 
“basis for discussion", but 
those who made it could scar- 
cely have imagined that it 
would proviue more than a ba- 
sis for disagreement. . 

It ’s a little difficult to steer 
a Non-Intervention Committee 
smoothly, when two of its 
members have seized the Ca- 
nary Islands and are in effec- 
tive control of Ceuta, Melilla 
and Mallorca, even though 
Mr. Eden can convince him- 
self, in public at least, that 
they are neutral, in spite of 
Mussolini's declaration: “Italy 
is not neutral”. 

There are also one or two 
ather discrepancies. Guns have 
been mov-ea up to vantage 
points in the Pyrenees, and it 
is significant that they have 
some French towns within 
their range; and as that noto- 



rious Bolshevik propagandist, 
Winston Churchill, pointed out 
on July 19, there are also guns 
in the neighbourhood of Alge- 
ciras which seem to have some 
sort of relationship with Gi- 
braltar. Germany has made a 
trade agreement with Franco 
to arrange for a supply of iron 
ore. Of course, we know that 
Germany needs iron badly to 
make boilers, tram-lines, etc.; 
nevertheless it is a little com- 
promising. But Mr. Eden has 
proved equal to the task. The . 
main object has been achieved. 
Everyone seems agreed that 
the discussion on the British 
proposals is likely to last a 
month or two. A "basis for 
discussion” is a fine thing for 
gaining time, and that is what 
the Fascists want. 

The present position of the 
various Governments, accord- 
ing to a note published by the 
Sub-Committee, is as follows. 

The Belgian, Czochoslova- 
kian and Swedish Governments 
agree in principle to the Bri- 
tish proposals, and considfcC-. 
that a substantial withdrawal 
of volunteers is an indispensa- 
ble condition for granting bel- 
ligerent rights. 

The French Government ac- 
cepts the plan and announces 



that after control has been re- 
established and a substantial 
withdrawal of volunteers has 
taken place, the French Go- 
vernment will consent “to both 
sides being authorised to use 
the rights which international 
usage allows to belligerents”. 

The German reply insists on 
the granting of belligerent 
rights being linked with the 
withdrawal of volunteers. It 
c lalso considers that control 
should be ’ exercised on land, 
qsea and air. The Italian Go- 
vernment accepts the plan as 
a whole. It nevertheless consi- 
ders that the recognition of bel- 
. ligerant rights should be gran- 
ted immediately. 

“The Portuguese Govern- . 
ment formulates many sug- 
gestions, the chief of which co- 
incide with the observations of 
the German and Italian Go- 
vernments.” 

The Soviet Government in 
its reply expresses itself very 
strongly on the subject of the 
rebels end doubts if the with- 
. ^Irawal of, volunteers will ever 
be successfully carried out. 
Above all the Soviet Govern- 
ment rejects the suggestion 
that immediate negotiations be 
begun between the British Go- 
vernment and both the oppos- 



AMERICAN DELEGATION 
NOW TOURING SPAIN 



Accompanying a thirty-two- 
ten shipment of supplies from ^ 
the United States and Canada, 
a delegation of four American 
working class leaders and re- 
presentatives has arrived in 
Spain and is now touring the 
different fronts and training 
camps where volunteers are 
stationed. The members of the 
delegation are : Max Bedacht, 
national secretary of the In- 
ternational Workers Order; 
Phil Bard, of the Friends of 
the Lincoln Battalion; Frank 
Mertens, of the National Ma- 
ritime Union, and John P. Hau- 
ta’a, of the Finnish Workers 
Federation. 

Although its primary pur- 
pose was to bring the large 
shipment, which contains soap, 



cigarettes, chewing-gum, books 
etc., the delegation has other 
plans now. Cnief among them 
Eire: (1) to find out what is 
most needed by American and 
Canadian volunteers in Spain 
and (2) to acquire first-hand 
facts about the situation here, 
findings will be brought back 
the to the many organizations, 
both in the United States and 
Canada, and used as the basis 
for further Emd increased ap- 
peals for aid to Spain. 

Of the 32 tons of material, 
four tons were raised by the 
Canadian Friends of the Mac- 
Kenzie-Papineau Battalion, an 
organization which has been 
growing rapidly in Canada sin- 
ce the formation of the bat- 
talion in Spain. 



ing sides in Spain on the ques- 
tion of granting belligerent 
rights. 

With the exception of Mais- 
ky’s splendid defence of the 
Republic, we have no reason to 
be p,eassd with the recent de- 
liberations of the Non-Inter- 
venuon Committee. I ranee’s 
gesture on July 13 has remai- 
ned only a gesture, and the 
fact that French police have 
taken the place of internatio- 
nal observers is not enough to 
fundamentally change the 
world situation. 

There are other dangerous 
signs. Franco’s agents are try- 
ing to raise a loan in London. 
In the House of Commons Eden 
has refused to give an under- 
taking that Parliament will be 
summoned in the event of the 
present discussions breaking 
down or of the question of re- 
cognising Franco as a bellige- 
rent arising. 

In view of the close connec- 
tions between Germany aha 
Japan there seems little doU&tb 
that the Japanese attack on 
China has as one of its objects 
to attract the attention of the 
world away from the Spanish 
struggle, on the principle that 
it is more difficult to put Dut 
two fires than- one. 

Now, more them ever, is it 
possible to defeat fascism bV 
the united action of the two 
great working-class internatio- 
nals; by the action of workers 
af all democratic countries in 
solidarity with democratic 
Spain; by the aid of the peo- 
ple of the U. R. S. R., without 
which, as Martinez Barrios, 
President of the Spanish Cor- 
tes, has said, “there would no 
longer be a Spanish Republic". 

The Fascist insistence on- the 
granting of belligerent rights 
to Franco is prompted by des- 
peration, by the fact that in- 
ternal difficulties beset Italy 
and Germany as a result of 
their enormous expenditure of 
arms, supplies and conscripted 
men for Franco’s army. Realiz- 
ing this, we can turn more 
than- ever before to the Spa- 
nish people and to the inter- 
national working class for the 
salvation of liberty. 



A. M. E. 
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To the Youth 

The following address, by 
Joseph P. Lash, national se- 
cretary of the American Stu- 
dent Union and a member of 
the National Council of the 
American Youth Congress, was 
delivered over Station EAR2, 
Madrid, on July 4, 1937. 

* 

Youth of America, friends 
of the American Youth Con- 
gress, my fellow-countrymen: 
One could aspire to no greater 
honor than this of bringing to 
you the salute of the heroic 
young Americans who are ser- 
ving so valiantly, here in Spain 
the same cause for which ma- 
ny of you are met in Milwau- 
kee — that of democracy, 
equality and peace. It is not 
false modesty which prompts 
me at the outset to declare 
that there are scores of young 
men in the American Battal- 
lions of the Spanish Peoples 
Army who have a better war- 
rant for standing here at the 
miqrophone... We to whom 
democracy, equality, freedom 
are more than ‘catchwords, but 
realities of human relations, 
to whom July 4th represents 
a day of significant progress 
for human society, are eter- 
nally indebted to these youth- 
ful compatriots. With their 
lives they are vindicating in 
Spain the United States of the 
Declaration of Independence 
and the Bill of Rights. Un- 
questionably, the victory of 
the Spanish Peoples Army will 
lelp to make those immortal 
locuments more of realities in 
he United States. The young 
eople of America already ha- 
ve a cause for pride in the 
number of young Americans 
who are here, fighting on the 
Spanish battlefields, which are 



of America 

the battlefields of humanity. 

But if you salute, as is ap- 
propriate on July 4th, your 
fellow-Americans here, you 
should at the same time sa- 
lute the youth of Spain. 
What miracles of valor they 
have accomplished! It is true 
that practically the whole 
Spanish people have risen 
against the effort of inter- 
national fascism to enslave 
them, but the young men and 
wcmen of Spain have perfor- 
med special prodigies of orga- 
nization, discipline and bra- 
very. 

In the early days of the fas- 
cist insurrection, when brave- 
ry and bare fists alone slowed 
down the advance of the trai- 
torous fascist generals, it was 
the young men, at the initiati- 
ve of the Unified Socialist 
Youth organization, that or- 
ganized the first disciplined 
regiment of soldiers — the fa- 
mous Fifth Regiment — which 
was fit for something more 
than barricade defense. Their 
example <jf discipline, and lo- 
yal subordination to the Peo- 
ples Front Government was 
one of the seeds which now is 
flowering into the magnificent 
Spanish Peoples Army. 

In the little village where 
we have been training it is 
time to harvest the wheat and 
lentil fields. But all the able- 
bodied men are at the front. 
The young people, therefore, 
have organized shockbrigades: 
of boys who are not old enough 
to enter the army, and girls 
who every morning at 5 : 30 
pile into trucks and go out 
into the fields to help the pea- 
sants bring in their harvests. 
It is no wonder that under the 
Peoples Front, the ties bet- 




t-l N A ODKNA, Yomhr.il political co- 
niisbur killed oil (he Granada front. 



ON THE NEW 
U. G. T. - C. N. T. PACT 

The Executive Committee of 
the U. G. T. and the National 
Committee of the C. N. T. this 
week announced the signing of 
a unity pact between the two 
trade union federations. The 
agreement is largely concerned 
with creating a better feeling 
between members of the two 
organizations. 

To ihis end provision is ma- 
de for eliminating all types of 
coercion in re cruiting members 
for either organization; it is 
forbidden to admit a member 
to cne trade union center who 
has been expelled from the 
other; trade unions dropped 
from the U. G. T. cannot be 
admitted to the C. N. T. wit- 
hout consulting the latter, and 
vice versa. 

A large part of the press in- 
cluding many organs of the 
U. G. T. criticize the agree- 
ment as incomplete or even 
empty. "Mundo Obrero” offers 
the most succinct argument. 
Unity of action between the 
two trade unions, says the 
Communist organ, is primarily 
needed “to achieve increased 
production; a system of inten- 
sive work in factories, shops 
and fields; an improvement in 
the principle ’a better wage 
for more and better work’; 
and always, of course, to col- 
laborate with the Government 
in the latter’s function of di- 
recting and coordinating indus- 
try. The Executive of the U. 
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NOTICE 

Americans who are transferred from one 
hospital to another are urged, immediately 
after the change, to send word of their new 
addresses to the American Commissar, at 
the Service de Cadres of the International 
Brigades, Albacete, Spain. 



G. T. and the National Com- 
mittee of the C. N. T. in the 
pact they have just signed, 
completely omit the problems 
cf war and production. For the 
pact there is no war, nor pro- 
duction, nor betterment for the 
workers... The pact does not 
say one word on these pro- 
blems which are the funda- 
mental ones for the people and 
the workers”. 

A second feature of the uni- 
ty pact as drawn up by the U. 
G. T. Executive and the C. N. 
T. National Committee, is that 
it denies trade union legitima- 
cy to any organization not af- 
filiated to the C. N_.T— or.JLL_ 
G. T. Thus while eliminating 
coercion as between the two 
bodies, a joint coercion as 
against unaffiliated bodies is 
established as a very principle 
rf unity. It is not at all diffi- 
cult to discover that this point 
is aimed at Provincial Peasant 
Federations such as that of 
Valencia, whose 80.000 mem- 
bers are organized to increase 
production while protect! n g 
themselves against "revolutio- 
nary" experimenters. Press 
criticism objects to this me- 
thod of "outlawing” as delay- 
ing the merger of the Peasant 
Federations with other unions 
of farmworkers. 

It is further pointed out that 
the Executive Committee of 
the U. G. T. must submit the 
pact to the National Commit- 
tee before the U. G. T. can be 
said to have authorized it. It 
will be recalled that the Na- 
tional Committee completely 
disavowed the political line of 
the Executive in connection 
with the last crisis. 

The pros and the cons agree 
that the pact has a positive 
aspect opening the way to clo- 
ser cooperation on a sound ba- 
sis. It calls for the creation of 
local trade uni . 1 liaison com- 
mittees, or joint committees, 
which shall bring their pro- 
blems to the National Liaison 
Committee. By rapidly creat- 
ing such committees everywhe- 
re, and at cnce raising pro- 
blems related with increased 
production, central direction, 
and economic improvement of 
the workers' conditions, wor- 
kers who find the present pact 
a mere skeleton of unity of ac- 
tion, can fill it with the desi- 
red content. 
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TO THE YOUTH OF AMERICA 



ween peasant and urban wor- 
ker have become so cordial. 

The Federal Union of Spa- 
nish Students, which is the 
equivalent of our National 
Student Federation of Ameri- 
ca, has mobilized those of its 
members who cannot go to 
the front into shock troops 
that work in the trenches, era- 
dicating illiteracy. Indeed, 
wherever there is a particular- 
ly important task — volunteers 
for anti-tank units, helping or- 
ganize the war industries, the 
setting-of examples of discipli- 
ned subordination of political 
interests — it is the youth of 
Spain which comes forward. 
They are the most loyal sup- 
porters of the Peoples Front 
Government. They were the 
most ardent advocates of the 
unified military command. 
They have carried on an in- 
tensive propaganda for the de- 
velopment of an effective rear- 
guard war industry. 

And if the young people of 
Spain have thus been among 
the promptest to mobilize for 
the war against international 
fascism, if they were auamg 
the first large groups to reali- 
ze the immensity of the tasks 
confronting the government in 
winning this war, it was becau- 
se they were united. Being 
united, they spoke for the mas- 
ses of youth who knew from 
personal experience the situa- 
tion in their country. 

My friends, we know the 
value of unity, of working to- 
gether in the United States. 
We know what it has enabled 
us to accomplish in our cam- 
paign for the American Youth 
Act, and what the United Stu- 
dent Peace Committee has do- 
ne to mobilize the schools 
against war. But one never 
quite appreciates the full sig- 
nificance of unity until one 
faces an enemy machine-gun 
nest. One does not delay to 
argue political differences at 
such a moment. Teamwork 
is the essence of success at 
such a time. Here in Spain 
the unity of the younger ge- 
neration has been a decisive 
factor in the barring of the 
road to Hitler and Mussolini. 
That unity is symbolized lirst 
of all by the Spanish Youth 
Front which is like our Ame- 
rican Youth Congress, and 



secondly by the Unified Socia- 
list Youth which unites Socia- 
lists, Communists and all 
young people who recognize 
that socialism is the road to 
peace and progress. This or- 
ganization was the first to de- 
clare that the major task at 
the present moment was unity 
against fascism and for demo- 
cracy. 

These two organizations are 
the spokesmen of Spain’s youn- 
ger egeneration, a generaticv 
which knows that the victor.* 
of Hitler and Mussolini means 
for them a continuance and in- 
tensification of degrading ig- 
norance and illiteracy, means 
unemployment, mass oppres- 
sion and world war. Someti- 
mes at noon I have sat outsi- 
de a wealthy villa which is 
now a school, and have liste- 
ned to the youthful tots, chil- 
dren of peasants, being taught 
to read and write in the first 
school that this village has 
seen. I have heard them sing 
NO PASARAN! And these 
words, uttered by these chil- 
dren, have brought to my 
mind, sot soldiers being swi- 
ped at the trenches of Madrid, 
but ignorance, disease, pover- 
ty, crime, which up to now ha- 
ve been the lot of Spanish 
youth. All the youth of eve- 
ry age are here united against 
fascism. We Americans need 
no other inspiration than the 
SALUD of a threeyear-old 
youngster whom this Peoples 
Front Government now gives a 
chance to grow up as a decent 
human being, enjoying the 
fruits of his toil and develop- 
ing his individual talents. 

Side by side with the youth 
of Spain march the young for- 
eign volunteers who form a 
splendid section of the Spanish 
Peoples Army. The poets of 
the future will sing their deeds. 
The future constitutions of na- 
tions will embody the ideals 
they symbolize. Not a body 
of freebooters, nor brutalized, 
but a body of highly-informed 
and determined men, who have 
realized that on the battlefields 
of Spain will the future of 
world peace and progress be 
determined. 

No one outside of themsel- 
ves will ever appreciate the 
hardships these men have un- 
complainingly overcome alon- 



gside of the Spanish masses, 
or the tremendous readjust- 
ment they have had to make. 
I asked some young Americans 
what they wanted to say to 
you. Their first declaration 
was: "Tell them our army will 
lick Franco.” Secondly, they 
•aid: "We hope our example 
has helped to strengthen the 
unity of American youth in 
behalf of the Spanish people." 
And thirdly: "We don’t like 
to talk. The job of a good 
anti-fascist here is to be a 
Hood soldier.” 

Don’t get the i mpreaslon, 
however, that the life of the 
follows here is circumscribed 
by their military objectives. 
I wish you could see our wall- 
papers in which steel workers 
write poetry and machinegun- 
hers analyze international po- 
litical developments. Every 
scrap of literature is voracious- 
ly gobbled up. I wish you 
could hear our songs, which 
are not bloody diatribes, but 
full of longing for our hMnel- 
and, full of determination that 
— I shall quote the exact 
words — “Every inch will we 
recapture, every inch of Spa- 
ush soil. 

No one complains about the 
hard work. We only hope 
that you too will work for 
what Is a common cause, even 
though at the moment fascist 
bombers are not above your 
heads. Here we keep vigil 
24 hours of the day, standing 
in mud, in the blazing sun, in 
the rain. Surely you can gi- 
ve an hour of your day in de- 
fense of Spanish democracy 
which — I hope I need not re- 
peat it — is the defense of 
world democracy. 

You cannot realize what your 
support and your solidarity 

OUR WAR 

The complete nationalization 
of all war industries was de- 
manded by the Syndicate of 
Metal Workers at a 3-day ses- 
sion held in Madrid last week. 
Newly-elected President of the 
Syndicate, Comrade Miguel 
Gonzales Alonso, stated: 

“Our firm insistence on na- 
tionalization cf war industries 
must not weaken. Nationaliza- 
tion must not be delayed. The 
Republic, though a central or- 
ganism, must have control of 



mean to us. At the back of 
our heads the question Is al- 
ways simmering: Will Germa- 
ny provoke another Almeria? 
Will Mussolini continue to land 
thousands of more troops ? 
Will the fascists, infuriated by 
their check, turn gas loose on 
us? And we know that only 
the united forces of the com- 
mon people throughout the 
world can prevent these 
things. 

It has been good talking to 
you and making this appeal to 
you, especially on July 4th. It 
was in the struggle to overth- 
row English oppression that 
our declaration of Independen- 
ce was forged. In this war 
of the Spanish people against 
enslavement by German and 
Italian fascism, a new charter 
of human rights is being mol- 
ded. 

Youth of America! We Of the 
Lincoln and Washington Bat- 
talions — and now we can add 
the name of the MacKenzie- 
Fapineau Battalion which la 
made up of both Canadians 
and Americans — love our 
country, love it in a wmg |nt 
is possible only to one who la 
Jar away from It We came 
to Spain because we realized 
that to preserve the noble 
things of our country, the peo- 
ple of Spain must triumph over 
international fascism. We 
want to return, but we will 
only do so with victory. You 
can help that, and help speed 
our return. ’ Protest the far- 
ce qf Non Intervention. Send 
aid*for the children of Spain. 
Send medical aid. Show us 
that our home-land realizes 
its kinship with a sorely-opres- 
sed sister democracy. Salud! 

J. F. L. 



INDUSTRIES 

these factories and be able to 
supply them with with raw ma- 
terials to be used to make the 
tools of war, so that we can 
send guns and ammunition in 
sufficient quantities to our 
comrades at the front. 

"Today, more than ever, it 
is necessary to strengthen and 
increase the production of the 
Catalonian war factories. The 
nationalization of our industry 
constitutes our greatest aim 
and desire.” 



DIANA (U. G. T.).— Larra, 6. Madrid 
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FASCISM WHISTLES IN THE DARK 



Highly revealing:, and of par- 
ticular interest to ua. in Spain, 
la a ceric* of articles and die- 
patches recently published in 
the American and British 
press. Although it ic.not ne- 
etesary, .at this let* date, to 
cite the tremendous amount 
af open assistance given to 
Franco by Hitler and Muaeoli- 
■t, actual figures have so fsr 
been lacking. These figures 
are supplied by the British 
Baity Worker of July 21 th: 

“Mussolini has spent no less 
than 2.500.000.000 ill's during 
tbs months from January to 
Jons oh as siting General Fran- 
co", writes the Dally Worker's 
special correspondent. "In 
addition to this Italy has bac- 
ked bills with which the. rebels 
have purchased supplies and 
arms directly. 

"Th is sensational figure, 
equivalent approximately to 
26.300.000 pounds, was given, 
I am able to reveal, by the 
Duce’s Finance Minister Paolo 
Thaon de Revel in a report to 
a special and secret meeting 
of the Finance Committee of 
the Italian Chamber a few 
weeks ago." 

FASCISM’S "ADVENTURE” 

Corroboration of this figure, 
and generally of the tremen- 
dous drainage of money and 
materials, as well as of men, 
which Italian Fascist Interven- 
tion in Spain has meant, Is 
contained In a wireless to the 
New York Times of July 4th 
by Axnaldo Cortesi, the paper’s 
correspondent in Rome. Says 
Cortesi, whose status in rela- 
tion to Mussolini is similar to 



that of William Carney to 
Franco: 

"If any One had been able' to 
foresee in July, 1636, the deve- 
lopments of the Spanish civil 
war,- It is doubtful whether 




FRANCO 

Italy would have rushed so 
light-heartedly into the adven- 
ture, the end of which is still 
not in sight. It seemed at 
the beginning that a few thou- 
sand volunteers and a few do- 
zen airplanes would be suffi- 
cient to secure General Fran- 
cisco Franco’s victory...” 

If any further proof were 
needed to show Mussolini’s cri- 
minal invasion of Spain, Cor- 
tesi’s dispatch — for the hun- 
dredth time — parades the cat, 
long since out of the bag, up 
and down the street. Furt- 
hermore, the date of the dis- 
patch gibes perfectly with the 
Italian Finance Minister’s re- 
port on the spent 2.500.000.000 
lire, which (as the Daily Wor- 
ker correpondent pointed out 



on July’ 26th) was made “a 
few weeks ago”. 

II Duce’s unofficial Ameri- 
can mouthpiece is unusually 
frank. Cortesi continues: 
’’...Italy found herself fully 
committed to support the In- 
surgents in November last 
year when she recognized the 
Franco government, but 
thought at that time that the 
war would not last much lon- 
ger, since everything led to 
the belief that the fall of Ma- 
drid, the siege of which had 
started less than a month be- 
fore, was imminent.” 

Further: "Now the Italians 
find themselves up to their 
necks in the Spanish civil war, 
and they are beginning to look 
around for what they are li- 
kely to get from it when Ge- 
neral Franco wins, as they 
think he will. The first ad- 
vantage they hope to gain 
is purely negative, that they 
will avoid the loss of pres- 
tige they would suffer if the 
Valencia government trium- 
phed despite fascism’s best ef- 
forts.” 




COER1NC 



The dispatch is concluded 
with «' Utatement concerning 
the material gains hoped for 
by Mussolini: the vast mineral 
resources of Spain, and the 
strategic land concessions so 
necessary as military bases in 
the event of war. 

GERMANY AND ENGLAND 

The July issue of The Labour 
Monthly supplies the factual 
material necessary to an un- 
de r s t a a ding of Germany’s 
great stake in the Invasion of 
Spain, and also provides the 
basic economic clue to British 
actions (Capt. Anthony Eden 
et al) In the Non-Intervention 
farce. Conrad Suden’s article, 
“Anglo-German Interests in 
Spain”, traces the complicated 
little-known network of Anglo- 
German capitalist connections 
in steel, chemical and arma- 
ments trusts, as well as In the 
international banking field, 
and concludes with the signi- 
ficant statement: 

“The bonds between British 
and German capitalism in 
Spain do not account for the 
whole policy of British impe- 
rialism in its betrayal of de- 
mocracy, its alliance with fas- 
cism; they do, however, cons- 
titute a factor of which the 
great importance is often over- 
looked.” 

DWINDLING RESOURCES 

It is no wonder then, with 
Italy and Germany (and Por- 
tugal as well) so deeply sunk 
in their rapacious game in 
Spain (despite the diplomatic 
and material aid rendered by 
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British capitalism ) that the 
fascists of all lands are begin- 
ning to whistle in the dark tp 
keep up their dwindling coura- 
ge. There is no need to speak 
of the critical condition in 
which the people of Germany 
find theniselves, nor of the wi- 
despread misery of. the Italian 
people aggravated not only 
by Mussolini’s tremendous ex- 
penditures in Spain but. also 
by his equally enormous Josses 
in Ethiopia, which even to this 
day is not completely “paci- 
fied". Privation for the mas- 
ses inevitably breeds opposition 
to the government, and it is 
for this reason that the fas- 
cists are forced to extend their 
stream of hopeful propaganda, 
at the same time that they 
are forced to admit the extent 
to which the “Spanish adven- 
ture" has drained their trea- 
suries and their manpower. 

An unusual example of this 
"whistling in the dark" ap- 
pears in the July 26th Issue of 
the notoriously profascist Lon- 
don Daily Mail. Hopefully en- 
titled “Ridding Spain of the- 
Reds”, it also calls attention 
to the “Italian's Big Part” in 
the dirty work. A few quo- 
tations will suffice to reveal 
the tone and temper of this ar- 
ticle: 

“When General Franco began 
the movement to (rid Spain 
of the Reds) there were many 
who wished him well but shook 
their heads doubtfully. True 
it is that Italy... responded 
promptly to the common uni- 
ty and cause. Her aeropla- 
nes flew men across the straits 
to make Seville secure when 
Quiepo de Llano in that city 
was driven to every subterfu- 
ge to make his handful of 
troops look like an army...” 

FAILURE AT MADRID 

“It (Madrid) was theirs 
(the fascists) had they not 
turned off the main Seville-Ma- 
drid road to succour the heroes 
of the Alcazar at Toledo. 
That deviation gave the Reds 
Just the amount of breathing 
space necessary for them to 
turn Madrid into a network of 
redoubts and fortresses. 

’’People who point out that 
Madrid is still not captured 
nevertheless know that in the 
meantime Franco has built ip, 
with the assistance of German 
and Italian material and vo- 




lunteers, an army which has 
saved more than half of Spain 
for ever from the roepace of 
Bolshevism. 

”1 have spoken”, says the 
Daily Mail's correspondent, 
who, we are informed, has “la- 
tely returned” from Spain, 
“with many highlyplaced Ita- 
lians, and I know that from 
the generals down to the pri- 
vates they all individually and 
without pressure expressed 
their anxiety to come to 
Spain”. Note that the informa- 
tion comes from “highly-pla- 
ced Italians". 

“Italy has played a signifi- 
cant part in building the new 
Spain — so significant that it 
has been Insisted that she 
must be getting territorial 
concessions like the fealearic 
Islands to compensate her. 
The answer is that Italy's com- 
pensation consists of an ordi- 
nary war debt for materials 
and munitions such as the one 
we incurred with the United 
States during the World War” 

There follows, at this point, 
one of the most brazen bits of 



tongue-in-cheek writing which 
we have ever read: 

“It is recognized by those 
who know the facta that Italy 
has throughout been inspired 
by the highest motives. She 
asked nothing more than to 
see Spain go from strength to 
strength, her, territory having 
been freed from the common 
enemy, Bolshevism. Thus 
(and here we are permitted a 
glimpse of Fascist modesty), 
though the Italian troops pla- 
yed a very important part in 
the capture of Bilbao, and 
though they could have been 
the first to enter the town, 
their commanders preferred to 
remain out of the limelight un- 
til the Spanish army had come 
into its own.” 

All of this constitutes an im- 
posing array of admissions, 
“out of their own mouths”, 
of the fascists’ role in Spain. 
Yet the articles cited were 
chosen at random out of a mass 
of similar material now appe- 
aring in the English-speaking 
press. Weighing every state- 
ment carefully, there can no 
longer be any doubt whatever 
of (1) the enormous aid fas- 
cism has given to the traito- 
rous generals, and (2) that 
this aid has drained the fas- 
cist powers to so considerable 
a degree that they must now 
institute a campaign of self- 
induced cheerfulness, of “whist- 
ling In the dark” to keep their 
spirits up, to hide from the 
world their moral and mate- 
rial degradation and to stave 
off, for as long as possible, 
their inevitable defeat both by 
their own inner structural 
weaknesses and by the grow- 
ing strength of the revitalized 
Peoples Army of the Spanish 
Republic. 



SAYS BARNACLE BILL 

Said the ship owner, haughty and fat, 

As he wiped off the top of his hat: 

“It’s very upsetting 
“When sea-gulls are getting 
“Class-conscMus enough to do that!” 

* 

The'Yline Supreme Judges are blushing. 

When Washington’s plumber came rushing. 

He looked at the court 
And then made the report: 

“Only one thing is wrong; it needs flushing.” 

MICHAEL QUIN 



PLUGGING 
FOR "BUTTS" 
BACK HOME 

To the American Boys Who 
Do their Bit to Make Madrid 
the Tomb of Fascism: 

We, the C. P. and Y, C. L. 
unit of the Altro Shop, send a 
concrete message of solidarity 
in the name of the workers of 
our shop. We hope that our 
story of how the workers here 
thankfully contributed cigaret- 
tes to ease the strained nerves 
of our Lincoln Battalion may 
result in a personal reply. 

Through our shop paper, we 
put in our first plug for “butts”. 
During collections for the pa- 
per a young Catholic worker 
said to a comrade, “let me be 
the first to give a pack of 
"Butts” to the boys of the Lin- 
coln Battalion”. 




A united front was formed 
between us and the workers 
of different political opinions. 
They joined with us, and the 
workers were able to get at 
people who wouldn’t or couldn’t 
contribute to us. 

It is pleasant to relate some 
highlights of the campaign in 
order to show the unity and 
solidarity on the heartfelt sym- 
pathies that all the workers 
here feel toward Spain and our 
boys. A young worker claimed 
that she couldn't afford to con- 
tribute — a week later she 
brought in a pack saying. “My 
concience bothers me”. The ma- 
nager and foreman contributed 
saying "this is something about 
which we all feel the same”. 
This is an instance of how peo- 
ple here have their minds and 
hearts in our struggle for you 
in the front lines, defending 
world democracy. May you car- 
ry on as gloriously as you ha- 
ve in the past and soon say 
"Pasaremos!” 

COMRADELY YOURS, 

Altro Shop Unit 
1461 Hoe Avenue, C. P., 
6th A. D., Bronx, N. Y. 
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THE PLOT THAT FAILED 

The whole world was sur- aboard. They were completely "Leipzig'' until the 21st. Dur- 

prised last June by a startling unknown to the rest of the ing June W th, 16th, 17th and 

bit of news, ingeniously serv- crew, with the exception of ldth, day* #h«n the attempted 

ed up for public conaimption. the captain. While steaming torpedoing was supposed to 

According to the dispatches towards the Mediterranean, have taken place, nothing un- 

from Berlin a Loyalist Spanish one ammunition store - room usual happened on board, and 

submarine had attempted to was completely emptied. no special precautions were ta- 

sink a German cruiser, the ken. Everything was quite nor- 

“ Leipzig". The news had the ITALIAN OFFICERS mal. The first thing that the 

unmistakable ring of a cooked- crew heard about what was 

up plot, and the press every- “The ship was then visited later to bemeoe known to them 
where, while giving its usual by Italian and Spanish Fascist as the attempted sinking, was 

hospitality to the news, added navy officers who made detailed shortly before the ship entered 

some very skeptical comments. inspections, especially of the the port of WBhelmsfcaven. 

So the plot failed miserably. compartment from which am- The captain told them that the 

The “casus belli” so badly munition had been removed. ship had been attacked by a 

wanted petered out comple- Several secret meetings were Bolshevik submarine. Offlccia- 

tely. held with the foreign officers lly only twelve people on the 

Now a German working on and the group of eleven un- ship knew of the attempt, the 

the “Leipzig" at the time of kcowns. The sound detectors eleven unknowns and the cap- 

tne “torpedoing" has exposed were once more inspected, as tain. 

the whole frame-up to the well as the armored plate. The "As for the eleven strange 
press. crew was convinced that the guests of the cruiser, six of 

“Three days before leaving purpose of the inspections was them were left on shore in 

for Mediterranean waters (says to find a way of torpedoing the Spain and taken to Berlin by 

the seaman) all the submarine boat without danger of sink- plane, where they remained 

detectors were closely inspect- ing It. under strict watch. On June 

ed, and all those found even “The result of the inspection 19th, five more followed them 
slightly below the highest must have been negative, be- and were quartered In Tern- 

standards changed... Before cause soon after the “inspec- plehef ahd kept inCommunl- 

leaving, the captain, Von Loe- tors” left for the “Meteor”, cado. 

wisch, made a very strange which had brought them to the “The crew is normally given 

speech to the crew. He told “Leipzig", all the removed am- two weeks’ leave after such a 

them : "Our mission is very munition was returned to its trip. This time only five of the 

difficult. The eyes of all the original place. crew were given leave. They 

nations are upon us”. That was “AH these maneouvera took were all, significantly, rabid 

all. The day the cruiser left a place on June 10th and 11th. fascists. Even they, however, 

group of eleven persons came The “Meteor” escorted the were given leave for only two 





— Who* did Fresco my be wm 
going I* eater Madrid? 

— Oa, that WH toag kerne yoar 
time. 

days, and under condition that 
they would go no further than 
twenty Kilometers from the 
port. Communication with 
their families was prohibited 
both to them and to the re- 
mainder of the crew, and all 
mail was held up.” 

The above id a condensed 
copy of the official report. 
From the account, two tfrlngq 
are evident: (1) The “toipe* 
doing” did not take place only 
because the inspecting officers 
did not think that it could be 
carried <x»t with safety, and .(2) 
Germany will not stop At 
anything in causing a waf of 
open invasion, regardless df 
the consequences. 

More Poumlsts 
nabbed as spies 

Ten more spies connected, 
with the Trotskyite P. Q. U. M. 
have been arrested end the po- 
lice have placed them in the 
custody of the High Spy and 
Traitors Tribunal of the Spa- 
nish Government. 

Documents revealing secret 
written and telegraphic codes 
have been seined. Papers refe- 
rring to the underground traf- 
fic of arms have also been dis- 
covered. Among them are let- 
ters of communication with 
outside elements, exposing con- 
nections with Titleris secret 
police. Evidence now in the 
hands of the government brings 
out the leading part these spies 
played in the May Catalonian 
uprising. In all, approximately 
300 areata of Poumists have 
taken place, of which many 
have been turned over to the 
Espionage and Treason Court. 



QUIJORNA.— After the Battle. 
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THE MOTOR FRONT 



The Transport Regiment in Prose, Poetry and Pictures 



Four fellows are playing 
cards. Several are redding the 
newspapers and newly-arrived 
letters, others are discussing 
political or other news. All are 
in the canteen of the First 
Transport Regiment. A motor- 
cycle is heard. A moment la- 
ter the bell sounds its chimes. 
"We Roll — Assembly”, shout 
several. The Americans of 
the second squadron fall in, 
right dress and stand at atten- 
tion. 

“Rolling Orders. Gas masks, 
helmets, canteens. All trucks 
up to the gate immediately", 
orders Lieutenant Clark. “Dis- 
missed”. The fellows vie with 
each other to be the first in 
line. There’s a dash for equip- 
ment, motors roar, and the 
trucks start for the gate. 



squadron for his work. Whe- 
ther it is wine, foodstuffs, am- 
munition or troops that they 
haul, the job is conscientiously 
and efficiently executed. Two 
hours after Brunete was ta- 
ken, the squadron Of trucks 
was transporting captured pri- 
soners and grain behind our 
lines. They lay outside of Qui- 
jorna for three hours waiting 
for the town to be taken to 
deliver fortification material 
and food supplies. (“An army 
travels on its stomach”), They 
carried shells to artillery 
camps. They fed the troops, 
the cannons, and the rifles and 
sometimes carried wounded to 
the hospitals. 

Braving aviation bombard- 
ment, consistent shelling and 




* 

THE TRANSPORT REGIMENT (above) goes Hollywood In a big way. 
Above right. The boy* proudly exibit shrapnel that failed to get them. 



"Where to", shout one or two. 
“Quien sabe", shout several in 
their newly acquired Spanish. 
And then the motor caravan 
begins. 

In the recently bygone offen- 
sive. the Second Squadron of 
the First Transport Regiment 
attached to the Fifth Army 
Corps of the Spanish Army 
played its part well. It was 
the Colonel of the Escorial In- 
tendenda who said that he 
wanted members of the second 



strafing, they carried on their 
work. One comrade wounded 
by shrapnel, another struck 
directly by a bomb and a third 
missing testify to tha risks. 

The work is physiteUy and 
mentally a strain. Sometimes 
the driver keeps going for 
t h i r t y - s i x and forty-eight 
hours, with abort catnaps in 
his seat. He is responsible 
for his truck and for Its load. 
Driving in Spain demands the 
utmost caution and consistent 




vigilance. The roads are nar- has wetted up in him. Wen- 

row and many chauffeurs stag his way through sheila, 

are just learning. He never docking bombs, solitary, stea- 

has the satisfaction of strik- dily, unflinchingly, and de tar- 
ing a personal blow against a minedly be delivers his load' ta 

fascist, nevar finds ed equate the destination. Perhaps da- 

relief for the hatred fascism me times singing his soag. 



ELE6 Y 

(Ten Kilometer* After Gray) 

The curfew toils the knell of parting 
A motley bunch of y Akita retires to bed 
Or else to shoot tho crap, as they would say. 

Or ponder on their day’s misdeeds instead. 

Oft’ have I wandered near some bracken-covered bower 
And listened to the talea ef do or die, 

Then wondered how the fascists hold the power 
To stand against the might of yon and I. 

But suddenly a sullen voice Is heard 
Echoing through tho darkness of the night; 

The hooting owl has nothing on this bird 
Whose oft- repeated cry is, u Bouse that JUpfct!” 

A village Hampden might have argued heap, 

Or possibly the plowmaa would have kicked. 

We realise enough these things to hear. 

A deuthly silence reigns; we know we’re licked. 

Full many a gem of wit that’s smartly said 
Is squelched beneath the timbre ef that voice. 

Fall many a dowery adjective profane 
Is muftled in the covers of the bod. 

A few short hours they sleep the sleep of man. 

Slumbering In the attitudes they like. 

Then crashing roar of thunder wakens them. 

Net fascist bombs — it’s Just the voice of Mike! 

The station of a god does he enjoy. 

The heavens tremble when he shouts, “CONVOY!" 

ERNIE PARLOUR 

First Transport Regiment 
Second Squadron. 
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CHINA - ANOTHER SPAIN 



BUT THIS TIME JAPAN FACES 
UNIFIED CHINESE RESISTANCE 



"Last year our country con- 
cluded an agreement with Ger- 
many against the Comintern. 
Our Government is underta- 
king action to give efject to 
this agreement.” Hirota. 

"China is a peaceful coun- 
try and we have constantly 
hied to settle our dtjjerences 
with Japan through diplomatic 
channels. We are a weak na- 
tion, but if we are brought to 
bay we will defend our right 
to a national existence to the 
last gasp.” Cfaiang Kai Shek. 

The Japanese began their la- 
test adventure in China in a 
spirit of optimism, "we will 
clean up Northern Cnina... 'me 
campaign will last a month if 
conditions are favorable, two 
months if the Chinese resist ', 
is how a spokesman of the Ja- 
panese Aimy gave his view of 
the situation. There Is reason 
to believe that this optimism 
has now become a little tar- 
nished. The Japanese have 
found that they are no longer 
attacking the China of the 
Manchuria and Jehol days — a 
country which was tom by ci- 
vil war and unable to make a 
united resistance against the 
invader. The insistent demand 
of the Chinese people and the 
wise policy of the Chinese So- 
viet Government have brought 
into being a new China, far 
more united, far more able and 
determined to defend itself 
against the Fascist imperia- 
lists. For the first time the 
Chinese will be able to fight 
as a nation under a national 
leadership which has clearly 
and unambiguously given the 
order to resist. It is true that 
the Nanking Government has 
as yet concluded no formal 
agreement with the Chinese So- 
viets nor the Kuomintang with 
the Communist Party. It is al- 
so true that there are still men, 
holding important positions in 
China, who will be prepared to 
commit any treason to further 
their personal ends. But there 
are indications that this time 
the mas- of the Chinese people 
is more aware than ever befo- 
re of what is at stake, and will 
be able to sweep from its path 



traitors and those who work 
against national unity in the 
face of the enemy. 

PREPARATIONS RAPID 

The Nanking Government 
lias demanded tne speeding up 
of preparations tor aeience an .1 
for putting me army on a v.ar 
tooting, it has decreed cons- 
cription and mobilisation on a 
wide scale. 

The soldiers cf the 29th Ar- 
my declared that they would 
not accept foreign orders to 
wiLhdraw from tne Hopei re- 
gion, and they disobeyed the 
orders of their own leaders to 
retire. When the Civil Guards 
at Tung Cheou learned that 
their leader had betrayed them, 
they mutinied and killed the 
Japanese. 

At Swatow the authorities 
have ordered every family to 
prepare a reserve supply of 
food and water, and to collect 
five bags of sand for the de- 
fence. Employees in Japanese 
concerns have ccme out on 
strike. The movement for boy- 
cotting Japanesce goods is 
spreading. At Canton and other 
places the workers have taken 
the decision not to load Japa- 
nese ships. 

Unity in China is being rea- 
lised in the northward march 



of the columns of the Natio- 
nal Chinese Army which is to 
be joined by strong contingents 
from the Chinese Red Army, 
which has held its own during 
ten years fighting against hea- 
vy odds. And in addition, t;ie 
Chinese have the certainty 
that they will be supported by 
thousands of partisan fighters 
in the Japanese rear. 

OTHER ASPECTS 

Bur if these things are new, 
there are other aspects of the 
conflict with which we are al- 
ready all too familiar. 

Between the aims and me- 
thods of Fascists in the East 
and in the West there is a clo- 
se similarity. On July 25th the 
Japanese ambassador at Paris 
declared smilingly: “Japan is 
not so stupid as to want to ma- 
ke war on China”. The aggres- 
sor countries no longer formal- 
ly declare war. They begin 
with a mixture of provocations, 
negotiations and hostilities, or 
they intervene to support a 
rising they have fomented. 

The Japanese have shown 
that the Germans and Italians 
have not the monopoly in the 
art of bombing and machine- 
gunning civilian populations, 
and they have already staged 
their own version of Badajoz. 



EXCUSES FOR AGGRESSION 

The aims which Japanese 
Fascism is hoping oo carry out 
in China bear a close resem- 
blance to those of the German 
and Italian F ascists in Spain. 
Fascist propogandists, and al- 
so honest people who have 
been misled, paint a tragic pic- 
ture of a vase population pac- 
ked into some small islands 
and desperateiy needing space 
to live. But Japan has already 
detached great areas from Chi- 
na and these areas have not 
been colonised by Japanese 
workers and peasants but by 
textile manufacturers, muni- 
tion makers, bankers and sol- 
diers — individuals whose busi- 
ness it is to enslave the Chi- 
nese. 

The immediate purpose of 
Japan is to submit Northern 
China, with its population of 
80.000.000 inhabitants, to the 
same fate as Manchuria — not 
to settle Japanese colonists, 
but to secure raw materials, a 
market for Japanese goods 
and cheap labor, and as a step 
towards the complete conquest 
of China. Moreover the Japa- 
nese want to make their rear 
safe for an eventual war with 
the Soviet Union, for it would 
be madness fer Japan tc at- 
tack the Soviet Union until a 
very considerable part of Chi- 
na is completely under her con- 
trol. 

DOUBLE PURPOSE 

The war has a double purpo- 
se. On the one hand it is inten- 
ded to help Japan's ally, Ger- 
many, to wring more conces- 
sions from the British Govern- 
ment with regard to Spain, and 
cn the other hand it is requi- 
red by Japan as a trump card 
in the unsavoury game which 
she is playing with Britain for 
the division of China into 
spheres of im uence. Japan, en- 
couraged by the weakness 
which the Western powers have 
shown with regard to Spain, 
'ias drawn the conclusion that 
the surest way to come to 
terms with the British Govern- 
ment is to confront it with an 
accomplished fact; and Eden's 
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CHINA - ANOTHER SPAIN 



Statement on July 19th gives 
the impression that Britain is 
not prepared to put any serious 
oppostion in the way of the Ja- 
panese plans, in spite of the 
uneasiness of the U. S. A. For 
although Britain has valuable 
interests in China which would 
be seriously endangered by a 
Japanese success, she also has 
valuable interests in India 
which would also be theatened 
if the Chinese gave a victorious 
example of how to deal with 
imperialism. 

Like her European allies, 
Japan is attempting to cover 
her aggression with an Anti- 
Bolshevik veil as well as by 
the "civilising" mission for 
which all Fascists feel such a 
strong vocation. Prince Konoye 
describes the aim of Japanese 
foreign policy as being "the 
stabilisation of Eastern Asia, 
which can only be assured by 
co-operation between Japan, 
Manchuria and China to stop 
Communist penetration via Ou- 
ter Mongolia”. Such co-opera- 
tion would suit Japan’s purpose 
admirably. It would provide her 
with unlimited scope for inter- 
vention and would make the 
unification and centralisation 
of the movement for the natio- 
nal liberation of China quite 
impossible. 

BREEDING MORE 
AGGRESSION 
Nor would Japan be satis- 
fied with Northern China. The 
conquest of the North would 
be followed by an advance to- 
wards the Centre, and after 
Peiping would come Nanking. 
Swatow and Shanghai would 
be attacaed, and then an at- 
tack would possibly follow on 
the Mongolian People’s Repu- 
blic, with all tne consequences 
that this would involve. 

Japan is heavily committed 
to this venture. In four weeks 
it has cost her 517 million yen. 
The price cf foodstuffs is ris- 
ing, and a very difficult finan- 
cial situation confronts the mi- 
litary Fascist clique who badly 
need a rapid victory which 
might start a new wave of jin- 
goism and save them from a 
rising of the people. 

CHINA RESISTS 
China was never so prepared 
as now to resist the invaders 



The people know the danger 
and are ready to fight against 
it as a nation. Chiang Kai 
Shek has declared that the 
Nanking Government realises 
what is at stake and will fight 
if needs be to the finish: 

“If we ask for peaceonce hos- 



A Task for 

The results of our propagan- 
da amongst the enemy troops 
are constantly increasing, which 
is evidence that the living con- 
ditions in enemy territory are 
continually getting worse, and 
that our military successes are 
having the effect of pushing 
both the civilian population 
and the soldiers to rebellion 
against the fascist oppression. 

The mutinies of Granada, 
Motril, Aguilar del Campo 
(Santander) are but a confir- 
mation of our assertions. The 
increasing desertions to our li- 
nes are still another evidence. 
All of these events do not oc- 
cur spontaneously. They are 
the result of our work, of all 
our work, behind the enemy 
lines. 

We have the report of Com- 
rade Vittori, of our 15th In- 
ternational Brigade. Here is 
what he writes, under the title : 

“WORK IN THE ENEMY 
LINES” 

"We speak every night to 
the enemy, using a micropho- 
ne and a loud speaker. This 
work is carried on in a strictly- 
crganized manner, and no one 
is permitted to speak without 
the control of the Battalion 
Commissar. The subjects for 
these speeches are the follo- 
wing: 

"1. Reading of the War Bul- 
letin. 

"2. Why we fight. 

”3. What happens within 
our lines, compared to what 
happens within theirs. 

”4. Why Hitler and Musso- 
lini send troops to Spain. 

"5. That we shall inevita- 



tilities have been begun, condi- 
tions would be imposed on us 
which would be equivalent to 
the enslavement and destruc- 
tion of China. 

"We must realise that if we 
hesitate and allow ourselves to 
be deceived by the hope of 
temporary security we are 
lost.” 



Our Political 

bly win against the enemy ar- 
my. 

”6. Crimes committed by 
the invading troops which ca- 
me to help Franco. 

”7. How we treat our pri- 
soners. 

"8. Advice on how to wea- 
ken the fascist army. 

"These and a number of 
other, similar subjects have 
been part of the work which 
has been followed systemati- 
cally by the men of our Briga- 
de for many weeks. Here are 
the results. 

"On July 15th a soldier from 
the rebel camp came over to 
us. On the 23rd two more ca- 
me over to us with rifles and 
grenades. During the night of 
August 1st 23 soldiers, among 
whom were a corporal and a 
non-commissioned officer, ca- 
me over to us carrying eleven 
rifles, a sub-machinegun and 
cartridges.” 

PROPAGANDA EFFECTIVE 

As you see, the results are 
important. 

According to statements ma- 
de by the deserters, our pro- 
paganda has made a powerful 
impression upon the enemy 
troops; it has in many cases 
demoralized them; it has awa- 
kened their anti-fascist senti- 
ments, and thus deprived Fran- 
co of some of his troops. 

The deserters affirm that the 
enemy is considerably demora- 
lized and that, were it not for 
the extreme difficulties invol- 
ved, there would be desertions 
daily. 

Such results as these prove 



In a message to the Spanish 
people, the President of the 
Chinese Soviet Government de- 
clared: 

“We know that your victory 
will help us in our struggle 
against Fascism. Your cause is 
ours.” 

We send back that message 
to the Chinese people. 



Commissars 

that we must increase the in- 
tensity of our work. 

One of the 23 deserters said 
to our comrades: “If we could 
have communicated with each 
other, hot only could we have 
organized the" escape, but we 
could have caused the deser- 
tion of whole companies.” 

Here is a problem us to sol- 
ve: how to organize our work 
behind the enemy lines, not 
only for the purpose of causing 
desertions but also far the or- 
r cnization of attacks against 
tne enemy positions. 

DIFFICULT AND DELICATE 

It is evident that, had we 
been able to communicate with 
tha courageous soldiers who 
deserted to our lines, we could 
have organized a real surprise 
which might have brought us 
great results. 

I know that the problem is a 
difficult and also a very deli- 
cate one, but it is one which 
must be faced by our Comra- 
des and by our Commissars. 

The morale of the enemy is 
so low that we must take ad- 
vantage of it by an audacious 
plan and not merely through 
simple propaganda. 

Loudspeakers to every front! 

On all. fronts we must carry 
cn systematic work in the ene- 
my lines. 

On all fronts must we study 
carefully the possibilities of 
disintegrating the enemy for- 
ces and of attracting them to 
our side. 

Here, I repeat, is one of the 
most important tasks for our 
Commissars and our soldiers. 

LUIGI GALLO 



A. M. E. 



PROPAGANDA BEHIND ENEMY LINES 
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ONE MUST BE BLIND 

One must be blind, 

must have, as though placed in his eyes, splinters of 

T glass, 

quicklime, 
burning sand, 

not to see the light emanating from our deeds, 
illuminating our tongues from within, 
our every word. 

One must wish to die without a testament of glory- 

rand happiness, 

without participation in future hymns, 
ignored by the judges of the sombre past. 

One must wish, while still alive, to be of the past, 
a bloody hindrance, 
a dead thing, 
a dry oblivion. 

It A FA HI. A I.RKItTI 



LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

With this issue we are creat- 
ing a new department, a de- 
partment whose continued life 
depends on our readers. When- 
ever possible we shall publish 
letters from home — from 
friends, parents, wives, bro- 
thers — to American, English 
and Canadian volunteers in 
Spain. Needless to say, no na- 
mes will be used. We urge all 
our readers to help build this 
department by sending their 
letters or copies of letters to 
the Editor. 

* 

"Dear L...: 

I received your last letter 
last week, but since then I ha- 
ve read how you were woun- 
ded; and believe me that I am 
very proud of you and hope 
that you weren’t seriously 
hurt. We all know that your 
efforts to fight for liberty and 
•gainst fascism will not be in 
vain. 

We over here, my son, are 
trying in our own way to as- 
*ist in the fight for liberty- 
loving Spain, although our ef- 
forts are feeble compared with 
your risking your life in this 
ffght for the oppressed. 

Don’t worry about us here. 
We are getting along fine. We 
are all in good health and I’m 
being helped financially by 
your brothers and sister. It is 
you that we are all concerned 
about. If there is anything you 
require that is in our power to 
give please let us know and we 



will do our utmost to see that 
you get it... I hope this letter 
finds you in good spirit and 
sufficiently recovered so that 
you may answer immediately. 
With love from all, and espe- 
cially from. 

Your proud Father, J. .. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. July 11, 
1937." 

* 

"Dear Blacky and Comra- 
des; 

Was mighty glad to hear 
that you arrived at your des- 
tination and are now in har- 




ness... A 3 for the section he- 
re, we have been moving fast. 
We won a great victory in the 



local union elections: we elec- 
ted X for president, Y for re- 
cording secretary and Z as log- 
gers’ business agent. We’ve al- 
so been doing a good Job of 
getting new members and col- 
lecting another bunch of bud- 
dies for you comrades. I my- 
self am out of the running re- 
garding that, as H. is soon 
going to Seattle to reinforce J.. 
and the section decided that I 
am to replace him here. This 
will take place within the next 
two weeks. I sure will have to 
get in and dig harder than 
ever before to keep the section 
going as well as H has, but I 
will give you comrades my 
proletarian oath that, with the 
help of the rest of the boys. I 
will do it or go down trying. 

Your brother. Red, and the C. 
boys are all working at Sag- 
inaw, and I am working at 
Poison 5. Much interest was 
shown by all the boys when 
news got out that you had 
left; the P. I. even gave it a 
write-up, no fooling. We will 
soon give an affair to raise 
funds for you boys, and it will 
go over big. 

A two-day strike at Poison 
was won pronto. The Western 
camp has been shut down sin- 
ce you left as the cedar mar- 
ket went blooey, but all others 
are running strong. All locals 
are voting on the C. I. O. 
question, results to be known 
soon, and a favorable vote is 
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expected. Maritime Federation 
is also now balloting on same. 
Return from Sailors Union on 
C. I. O. went ten to one for 
C. I. O. Puget Sound council 
officers are trying to sabota- 
ge vote on C. I. O. by not send- 
ing out ballets to membership, 
but the rank and file is de- 
manding ballots and will hot 
be sabotaged.. 

The Blagin Mill had a two- 
day strike over wage raises, 
which was won hands down. 
R. N. sure took it hard about 
his defeat; the reactionaries 
came out with a big red -bait- 
ing scare just before the elec- 
tion, but it only helped win 
for us. 

We had an Aid for Spain 
drive two weeks ago and rai- 
sed 125 dollars and also a lar- 
ge truckload of clothes. Soon 
we will start another drive and 
make a big cleanup to send 
cigarettes, send cigarettes, 
send cigarettes and more ci- 
garettes, and a hell of a lot of 
other things to you boys. You 
can expect a lot of the other 
beys here to join you soon. 

With revolutionary greet- 
ings, W... 

Aberdeen, Wash. June 27, 
1937." 

-k 

Remember: if you have any 
letters you think would be of 
general interest, send then 
along to The Volunteer, S. R. 

I. Plaza del Altozano, 63, E, 
Albacete. 



NATIONAL MARITIME UNION GREETS 
SEAMEN IN SPAIN 

The following cablegram has just been re- 
ed ved here: 

“N. M. U. CONVENTION GREETS OUR 
BROTHERS FIGHTING FOR DEMOCRACY 
STOP YOU HAVE OUR COMPLETE SUP- 
PORT. — JOE CURRAN CHAIRMAN, THO- 
MAS RAY, SECRETARY.” 
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ON THE NATIONALIZATION OF INDUSTRY 

THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF MEETINGS TO BE HELD IN MADRID 



Serious threats to internal 
peace, plotted by elements 
having a childish conception of 
war and of social revolution, 
and by tools of fascism at- 
tempting to agitate the mas- 
ses with the slogans and de- 
ceptions indicated by Trotzky, 
have impelled the Communist 
Party of Spain to initiate a se- 
ries of mass meetings. 

The purpose of these mass 
meetings is not only to present 
the' program of the Commu- 
nist Party, but largely to po- 
pularize the aims of ;the Po- 
pular Front Government. 

In this work of propaganda 
the Socialist Party is concurr- 
ing enthusiastically, giving 
evidence that the unification of 
the two main proletarian par- 
ties of Spain is being accom- 
plished and that the joint 
work is proceeding with in- 
creasing intensity even before 
the actual formality . of unifica- 
tion has been carried out. 

The meeting held at the Ci- 
ne Salamanca on Sunday, Au- 
gust 8, was one of many held 
at the same time in many parts 
of Spain, and also the first of 
a series. That there was a need 
for such a meeting was best 
shown by the kind of speeches 
made. 

We have been told repeated- 
ly that Catalonia wanted auto- 
nomy, and also that it wanted 
a complete separation from 
the rest of Spain. Such a theo- 
ry was very convenient to tho- 
se who wanted to do as they 
pleased and needed a theory to 
defend their misdeeds. And 
their misdeeds were as many 
as they were varied. Last May 
these very same elements 
thought they had sufficient 
strength to victoriously chal- 
lenge the government. But 
that was only a spectacular 
evidence of the seriousness of 
the danger they represented. 
Because these disoniers had 
been confined chiefly to Cata- 
lonia, and because the idea of 
national autonomy had been 
misinterpreted, both there and 
in the rest of Spain, especially 



by the enemies of the Popular 
Front Government, a pessimis- 
tic belief grew everywhere that 
Catalonia was not only a na- 
tional problem but also prac- 
tically a lost province. It was 
for the purpose of dispelling 
this belief and to inform Ma- 
drid of what the workers of 
Catalonia were doing that Ra- 
fael Vldiella, member of the 
Catalonian Government and 
leading member of the Unified 
Socialist Party of Catalonia, 
was among the speakers at 
the meeting. 

War industries 

We all know that one of the 
chief weaknesses of Loyalist 
Spain in the waging of its war 
of Independence is the lack of 
a real war industry. Catalonia 
was hoped to be the region 
where such an industry could 
be created. But in the way of 
the formation of such an in- 
dustry there were obstacles of 
a technical nature as well of a 
psychological nature, Vidiella 
said. 

The Spanish aristocracy ne- 
ver allowed Catalonian indus- 
try to develop in the direction 
of a potential war 1 'industry. 
The bourgeoisie knew full well 
that the industrial proletariat 
of Catalonia was a constant 
threat to its hegemony. The 
metal industry especially was 
kept within the limits of small 
production. The most develo- 
ped industrial region of Spain, 
containing also no small 
amount of mineral wealth, re- 
mained an anemic industrial 
region, that is an industry 
which had importance only in 
relation to the much less de- 
veloped industry of the rest of 
Spain. Such a condition could 
not be remedied in four days. 
Not only was it necessary to 
reorganize the industry, but it 
was neccessary to reorganize 
the political structure of the 
whole region. 

While the industry was 
found out to be unequal to the 
task, and in need of important 



changes, the psychology of the 
working class had also to un- 
dergo a serious Change. Cata- 
lonia was the region where the 
"organization of indiscipline" 
was a much cherished slogan. 
And by organization of indis- 
cipline was meant that everyo- 
ne could do as he damn plea- 
sed, that every factory coun- 
cil could ignore every thing 
else outside of itself, and that 
every town council, where any 
existed, could find its orders 
flouted by anyone, with full 
impunity, because of a state of 
mind altogether too prevalent. 
Such a situation was ideal un- 
der the old regime for the pur- 
pose of paralyzing the conduct 
of the existing social structu- 
re. Blven then such conduct 
could not have positive re- 
sults. But In war time, under 
social revolutionary conditions, 
it became clear that the con- 
tinuation of such a policy was 
of the greatest help only to 
the fascists in the trenches 
and beyond. The necessary 
educational work has been un- 
dertaken and Catalonia is im- 
proving in a very promising 
manner. Production, which had 
fallen off scandalously, is deci- 
dedly on the increase. Many 
war necessities are now being 
produced quite efficiently and a 
feeling of general optimism is 
growing about the share that 
Catalonia will contribute to 
the winning of the war. 

This is taking place parallel 
with the growth of the Uni- 
fied Socialist Party formed by 
the merger of four separate 
parties which had, at the time 
of unification, a combined 
membership of about 7.000 
members; and which during 
war time, and in spite of se- 
rious opposition of dangerous 
but very infuential elements, 
has grown to a membership of 
well over 60.000. 

The problem presented by 
Comrade Vicente Uribe, Mi- 
nister for Agriculture, was ano- 
ther one, but closely related 
with the statements made by 
Vidiella. 



Unification in Spain today 
is not merely a political pro- 
blem concerning the parties 
involved. It is an extremely ur- 
gent problem on which the 
whole course of the war de- 
pends. It is clear that those 
who like to organize indisci- 
pline are not fit to carry on 
the war and that victory can- 
not come through them. 

They have lorded it in many 
villages and in all too great a 
number of industries. But the 
Spanish proletariat is in this 
fight to win, and it will not 
allow anything to remain in 
the way of the fight for vic- 
tory. As Uribe well said, their 
attempts to raise their head at 
this moment is a sure indica- 
tion of their admission that it 
is a matter of “now or never’. 

Here is a quotation from Uri- 
be’s speech: 

“When the question arises of 
the nationalisation of industry, 
when it becomes important to 
mobilize this or that shop for 
war industry purposes, these 
new rich come out with their 
fancy notions that they are the 
enemies of the Government and 
of the State, while at the sa- 
me time they build little go- 
vernments of their own and da 
as it damn pleases them. And 
these new rich, whose wealth 
will not last long, when theii 
dividends are not quite suffi- 
cient, know how to go to tin 
very same Government whoai 
enemies they say they are, am 
do not mind asking for mor> 
money. 

"These elements, who are s> 
opposed to oovemment con 
trol of the economic means a 
the nation, are part of the chc 
rus of owls hooting in tb 
night without the least cor 
cem for the aims and need 
of the people. First they hoi 
the money which is not their 
and then they are forevt 
yelping at the government ft 
more and ever more money. 

"They are mistaken.” 

H. A. 



DIANA CU. G. T.).— Lana, l Madrid 
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THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY AT HOME 



Leo Gallagher, the author 
ef the accompanying article, 
needs no introduction to the 
American volunteers. Since 
the organization of the inter- 
national Labor Defense in 1925 
he has defended, in California, 
thousands of workers falsely 
arrested for attempting to 
exercise the democratic rights 
they supposedly possessed un- 
der the BUI of Bights. He- 
llas been attorney for Tom 
Mooney; and he wes sent to 
Germany in 193* to defend Dl- 
lltroff, framed en the prepos- 
.erous charge of having burned 
the Reichstag building In Ber- 
lin. Recently Leo GaHagher 
was the attorney for the de- 
fendants in the famous Sacra- 
mento Criminal Syndicalism 
trial. Two years ago, running 
/or the Supreme Court In Ca- 
lifornia, he polled 248.400 vo- 
tes — the largest ever recor- 
ded by a progressive or labor 
candidate. — Editor’s Note. 

No cne can well deny that 
there has been in the last two 
years a grat advance in the or- 
ganization of the progressive 
forces of the United States. 
Following the United Scewww 
Following the General Strike in 
San Francisco in 19*4, the ma- 
ritime workers of the West 
Coast consolidated their forces 
and achieved unity by the or- 
ganization of the Maritime Fe- 
deration of the Pacific. 

The longshoremen, sailors 
and other maritime workers of 
the East and Gulf coasts, as 
well as -on the Great Lakes, 
soon recognized the correct 
tactics used on the Pacific, and 
proceeded to repudiate their 



old leadership. As a conse- 
quence, it will not be long be- 
fore we shall find in the Uni- 
ted States a powerful, unified 
National Maritime Federation. 

— AND THE C. I. O. 

The successes of the mariti 
me workers have been dupli- 
cated in other fields. John 



Probably everyone has wan- 
ted time and again to know 
just how many troops Franco 
has at his disposal and what 
he can count on for reserves. 
Izvestia’s military expert Go- 
lubev has provided us with a 
fine analysis of the human re- 
sources of the rebels. Not con- 
tent to show that Franco can 
put no more than 240.000 to 

270.000 men in the fields as an 
Army of combat, with 70.000 to 

100.000 of these on the Ma- 
drid fronts (not counting Gua- 
dalajara), Golubev traces the 
men to their sources. 

At the beginning of the war 
there were 100.000 to 120.000 
soldiers carried over to the re- 
bellion; adding Civil Guards 
and other militarized bodies, 
we get from 130.000 to 140.000; 
with the requet6e and Phalan- 
xistfl the Army of Rebellion 
would total 200.000. In Decem- 
ber 1936 five years’ conscripts 
were called up, so that at the 
beginning of 1937 the total 
manpower for the year came 
to 370.000 or 390.000, consist- 
ing of 200.000 recruits and 



L. Lewis and his associates, 
conscious of the impotence of 
"craft” union organization In 
steel, rubber, auto and other 
basic industries, set out to or- 
ganize hundreds of thousands 
of unorganized workers in the- 
se and other fields. Their 
success has been immediate 
and overwhelming. Millions 
of workers are now organized 



miscellaneous forces for secon- 
dary fronts and local garri- 
sons, etc., 110.000 to 120.000 
soldiers, 60.000 to 70.000 re- 
quetos and Fascists of the Pha- 




lanx. Italians, Germans- and 
Moors arrived steadily during 
1937. The intervention troeps 
totalled some 120.000 to 130.000 
and by July not less than 

C.mthaw«d on page Z-) 



into the C. I. O. and additional 
thousands are being added 
every week. 

On the other hand, the reac- 
tionary forces controlling the 
economic life of the country 
are not blind to the threat 
which powerful union organi- 
zation will mean to their dic- 
tatorial powers and privileges. 
They have converted their fac- 
tories into armed fortresses, 
maimed by gangsters, labor 
spies and provocateurs, who 
mislead or by threats force 
thousands of misguided work- 
ers to act as scabs. In this 
they are helped by the orga- 
nization and use of company 
unions. 

The struggle between the 
progressive forces of labor and 
the reactionary forces of pri- 
vilege is becoming more bit- 
ter from day to day. The 
reactionaries, in this situation, 
instinctively turn to their old 
ally — or rather their historic 
servant, the State — for aid. 
But here too conditions are 
changing. 

POLITICAL TREND IN U. S. 

The rank and file of the 
American people have become 
aroused by the destruction of 
democratic rights in Germany 
and Italy. Just as France 
and Spain organized great uni- 
ted fronts in defense of demo- 
cracy, so in America the pro- 
gressive forces have begun to 
elect candidates on the basis 
of previous, proven records 
rather than upon the former 
candidates chosen by the reac- 
tionaries. As a resuit, the poli- 
tical apparatus in the United 



FRANCO’S MAN-POWER 
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States, while far from ideal, is 
at least more favorable to labor 
than in the past. A number 
of public officials are fearles- 
sly exposing the past hypo- 
crisies of the political and la- 
bor fakirs alike. 

Under this influence, a suf- 
ficient number of cowardly and 
even reactionary public offi- 
cials have been forced to legis- 
late and interpret laws in fa- 
vor of labor. During the Roo- 
sevelt administration a num- 
ber of measures have been 
enacted which are really epo- 
chal in the labor field — no- 




Leo Gallagher. 



tably the National Labor Re- 
lations Act, commonly known 
as the Wagner Labor Law. 
This law guarantees to the 
workers the right to organize 
into unions of their own choi- 
ce. It therefore in effect out- 
laws the company union — 
the main obstacle to genuine 
union organization. After 
the passage of this act, the 
great American corporations, 
with their usual cynical dis- 
regard of law, continued to 
violate workers rights as they 
had done in the past. They 
felt that they might safely 
count upon the United States 
Supreme Court — the last ci- 
tadel of reaction — to decla- 
re the Wagner Act unconstitu- 
tional. 

TORIES DEFEATED 

But here again the reactio- 
naries failed to take into ac- 
count the changed political 
set-up. The fa mods drive to 
reform the Supreme Court was 
initiated. As a result of this 



campaign, which was organi- 
zed around the issue of curtail- 
ing the powers of the Court, 
that body came into such dis- 
repute and was so dicredited 
that it did not dare to declare 
the Wagner Act unconstitutio- 
nal. The right of workers to 
bargain collectively through 
agencies of their own choice 
was judicially recognized. 
Meanwhile the Lafollette Civil 
Liberties Committee was ex- 
posing the lawlessness of the 
great American corporations 
on the industrial field. 

That the struggle for La- 
bor's rights has not been an 
easy one, and that reaction is 
organizing to destroy all ves- 
tiges of democratic .rights in 
America may be seen from the 
fact that the struggle to re- 
form the United States Supre- 
me Court was defeated, des- 
pite the fact that the majority 
of the American people were 
behind the effort. 

All these events in America 
are directly linked up with the 
fascist invasion of Spain, and 
with the Washington-Lincoln 
Battalion — the American ad- 
vance guard in the struggle 
for the defense of democratic 
rights in the United States. 

Both the progressive and the 
reactionary forces in America 
are closely following events in 
Spain. The reactioniaries 
fully realize that a fascist vic- 
tory in Spain would result in 
a general strengthening of 
fascism throughout the world, 
and therefore also in the Uni- 
ted States. With such a 
swing tc t^e right, they would 
redouble their espionage and 
terrorism, and break the labor 
union movement throughout 
the country. 



AMERICA WATCHES US 

The progressive forces, on 
the other hand, know that the 
victory of democracy in Spain 
will immediately strengthen 
the united front, democratic 
forces throughout the world, 
and specifically in the United 
States. It is for this reason, 
and to give a concrete proof 
of solidarity with Republican 



Spain, that the Maritime Fe- 
deration of the Pacific called 
a general strike of its 40.000 
members a few weeks ago, 

The role of the members of 
the Washington-Lincoln Batta- 
lion can best be understood 
when one realizes that the 
fight in Spain is likely to sha- 
pe the future of society throug- 
hout the world for years to 
come. 

For this reason, we in Ame- 
rica scan each day's paper for 
news about the Washington- 
Lincoln Battalion. We have 
read with pride the record of 
your struggles — volunteers 
who on foreign fields are de- 
fending American democracy. 

To the Washington-Lincoln 
Battalion. Salud! 



20.000 to 25.000 more Moors 
had been recruited. Thus 
FTanco began the second year 
of war with from 390.000 to 

440.000 men, when we have de- 
duted his years’ losses of 

150.000 men. Troops needed in 
Morocco, secondary forces, au- 
xiliary groups, local detach- 
ments absorb from 150.000 to 

175.000 men, leaving a maxi- 
mum figure of 240.000 to 

270.000 for his Army of Com- 
bat. 

When the Government offen- 
sive began at Brunete, the Fas- 
cists maintained some 70.000 



BROOKLYN SHIP YARD 

SEES MASS PICKETING 

Blunt refusal of the mana- 
gement of Robin Dry Dock 
Co. to negotiate a settlement 
with 15.000 workers on strike 
for over seven weeks, brought 
out a mass picket of more 
than 3.500 workers before the 
yards. 

A similar demonstration took 
place before the Sisco Plant 
of the United Ship Yards 
Corp. at Mariner’s Harbor, 
Staten Island. 

Several truckloads of stri- 
kers from the Hoboken Tjen- 
jen & Lang Yards participated 
in the Staten Island mass 
picketing. A very large per- 
centage of Irish- Americans 
participated in the picketing 
together with their wives. 



men on the entire Madrid 
front with the exception of the 
Guadalajara side. It was re- 
ported that they had decided 
to increase their forces around 
Madrid to 100.000, utilizing 
Italians, in view of the increa- 
sed mobility of the People’s 
Army. 

Franco himself summarizes 
his manpower problem in his 
proposals for a new rebel of- 
fensive : Musrillini and Hitler 
must give him 125.000 men or 
he cannot move, he reports. 

Which amply reveals his 
condition. 




.REST IN PEACE. Mussolini gets his bird. 



LEO GALLAGHER 
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TOO MUCH OF RACE 



The following address was 
made by Langston Hughes, 
outstanding American poet and 
novelist, at the Second Inter- 
national Writers Congress in 
Paris, a month ago. 

Members of the Second In- 
ternational Writers Congress 
and people of Paris: I come 
from a land called America, a 
democratic land, a rich land 

- and yet a land whose demo- 
cracy from tne very beginn- 
ing has been tainted with race 
prejudice born of slavery, and 
whose richness has been pou- 
red through the narrow chan- 
nels of greed into the hands 
of the few. I come to the Se- 
cond International Writers 
Congress representing my 
country, America, but most 
especially representing the Ne- 
gro peoples of America, and 
the poor peoples of America 

— because I am both a Negro 
and poor. And that combina- 
tion of color and of poverty 
gives me the right then to 
speak for the most oppressed 
group in America — that group 
that has known so little of de- 
mocracy — the fifteen million 
Negroes who dwell within our 
borders. 

We are the people who ha 
ve long known in actual prac- 
tice the meaning of the word 
fascism — for the American at- 
titude toward us has always 
been one of economic and so- 
cial discrimination: In many 
States of our country Negroes 
are not permitted to vote or 




to hold political office. In so- 
me sections freedom of move- 
ment is greatly hindered, es- 
pecially if we happen to be 
sharecroppers on the cotton 
plantations of the South. All 
ever America we know what 
it is to be refused admittan- 
ce to schools and colleges, to 
theatres and concert halls, to 
hotels and restaurants. We 
Negro writers know what it is 



to be unable to work in edi- 
torial offices, or write for the 
motion pictures. We know Jim- 
Crow cars, race-riots, lynch- 
; ngs, the sorrows of the Scotts- 
b .ro boys. In America, Negroes 
do not have to be told what 
fascism is in action. We know. 
I*s theories of Nordic supre- 




macy and economic suppres- 
sion have long been realities 
to us. 

FASCISM ON WORLD SCALE 

And now we view Fascism 
cn a world scale: Hitler in 
Germany with the abolition of 
labor unions, his tyranny over 
the Jews, and the sterilization 
of the Negro children of Co- 
logne; Mussolini In Italy with 
his banning of Negroes on the 
theatrical stages, and his ex- 
pedit ions of slaughter in 
Ethiopia; the Military Party 
in Japan with their little maps 
of how they'll conquer the 
whole world, and their savage 
treatment of the Koreans and 
Chinese; Batista and Vincent, 
the littie American - made ty- 
rants of Cuba and Haiti; and 
now Spain, and Franco with 
his absurd cry of “Viva Es- 
pana" in the hands of Italians, 
Moors, and Germans invited to 
help him achieve "Spanish uni- 
ty”. Absurd, but true! 

We Negroes of America are 
tired of a world divided super- 
ficially on the basis of race and 
color- -but in reality on the 
basis of poverty and power — 
the rich over the poor, no mat- 
ter what their color. We Ne- 
groes of America are tired of 
a world in which it is possible 
for any one group of people 
to say to another, “You ha- 
ve no right to happiness, or 
freedom, or the joy of life”. 
We are tired of a world whe- 
re forever we work for someo- 
ne e.se and the profits are not 
ours. We are tired of a world 
where, when we raise our voi- 
ces against oppression, we are 
immediately jailed, intimida- 
ted, beaten, sometimes lynched. 



Nicolas Guillen has been in 
prison in Cuba, Jacques Rou- 
main in Haiti, Angelo Hern- 
don in the United States. The 
great Indian writer, Raj 
Anand, cannot come to the 
Writers Congress in Paris be- 
cause the British police have 
taken his passport from him. 

“MURDER IS NOTHING" 

I say, we darker peoples of 
the earth are tired of a world 
in which things like that can 
happen. And we see in the 
tragedy of Spain how far the 
world-oppressors will go to re- 
tain their power. To them, now, 
the murder of women and 
children is nothing. Those who 
have already practiced bomb- 
ing the little villages of 
Ethiopia, now bomb Guernica 




and Madrid. The same Fascists 
who forced Italian peasants to 
fight in Africa now force Afri- 
can Moors to fight in Europe. 
They do not care about color 
when they can use you for 
profits or for war. Japan at- 
tempts to force the Chinese of 
Manchuria to work and fight 
under Japanese supervision for 
the glory and wealth of the To- 
kio bourgeoise — one colored 



people dominating another at 
the point of guns. Race means 
nothing when it can be tur- 
ned to Fascist use. And yet ra- 
ce means everything when 
fascists of the world use it as 
a bugaboo and a- terror to keep 
the working masses from gett- 
ing together. 

Just as in America, they tell 
the whites that Negroes are 
dangerous brutes and rapists, 
so in Germany they lie about 
the Jews, and in Italy they 
cast their verbal spit upon the 
Ethiopians. And the old myths 
of race are kept alive to hurt 
and impede the rising power 
of the working class. But in 
America, where race prejudi- 
ce is so strong, already we ha- 
ve learned that the lies of ra- 
ce mean continued oppression 
and poverty and fear — and now 
Negroes and white sharecrop- 
pers in the cotton fields of the 
South are beginning to get to- 
gether; and Negro and white 
workers in the great industrial 
cities of the North under John 
L. Lewis and the C. I. O. ha- 
ve begun to create a great la- 
bor force that refuses to re- 
cognize the color line. Negro 
and white stevedores on the 
docks of the West Coast of 
America have formed one of 
the most powerful labor unions 
in America. Formerly, the un- 
organized Negro dockworkers 
— unorganized because the whi- 
te workers themselves with 



(Continued oil I'uge 4.) 



REMEMBER THIS? 




On the old Jarama front. 
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To the English-Speaking Comrades of the 

Brigades 



In saying farewell to you 
(for a time only) there Is little 
I can say which I have not said 
many times before. But one 
thing I must- add, my heartfelt 
thanks for the help given me 
and for the comradeship I re- 
ceived. Boys, my work was 
made easy, that’s the solid 
truth. My job was a simple 
one, of course, to try to break 
down that isolation from Spa- 
nish events which many com- 
rades have felt so keenly. All 
of you, or the great majority 
of you, had active political li- 
ves in the States and in En- 
gland. You were part of the ac- 
tive, creative movement in 
your countries, and so came to 
Spain. Though you are taking 
the most vital of all roles, you 
still feel cut off from the sig- 
nificant background of Spa- 
nish life. Mine was not a dif- 
ficult job, because Spain has 
been my country long enough 
for me to love garlic and to re- 
vel in olive oil (hence this 
troublesome waistline, I suppo- 
se). In fact the only thing I 
can’t stand about the States 
is its food; not enough oil, spi- 
ce, rice or mule meat and 
beans. 



their backward ideology didn’t 
want Negroes in their unions 
— formerly these Negro wor- 
kers could break a strike. And 
they did. But now, together, 
both Negroes and whites are 
strong. We are learning. 

THEY FEAR US 

Why is it that the British 
police seize Raj Anand's pass- 
port? Why is it that the Sta- 
te Department in Washington 
delays unduly in granting me 
permission to go to Spain as 
a representative of the Negro 
press? Why is it that the 
young Negro leader, Angelo 
Herndon, was finding it most 
difficult to secure a passport 
this spring in New York? 
Why? We know why! 

It is because the reactionary 
and Fascist forces of the world 
know that writers like Anand 



But what gave me a kick 
was the way the comrades 
took the dope. Real attention, 
and damn good questions, and 
more than that, the boys wan- 
ted no easy solutions, no slop- 
py generalizations, but were 
eager to understand the real 
and enormous complications of 
the Spanish Popular Revolu- 
tion. I like talking about 
Spain anyway, and for want of 
in audienoe sometimes prac- 
tise on myself. I expect you 
guessed that. 

Whether I succeeded in gi- 
ving all the information that 
was wanted I do not know. 
But I think many were satis- 
fied, for sometimes I got the 
sincerest form of thanks, a 
good swinging backhanded 
compliment, right in the jaw. 
One comrade earned my affec- 
tion (and I mean it) by say- 
ing, "Comrade Bates, after 
listening to that, I’m damned 
if I can see how an intelligent 
guy like you could write such 
a long-winded, silly, stupid 
book as you did!” In the first 
place that shows he was on 
good terms with me, that guy, 
and that’s what I always wan- 



and myself, leaders like Hern- 
don, and poets like Guillen and 
Roumain represent the great 
longing that is in the hearts of 
the darker peoples of the world 
to reach out their hands in 
friendship and brotherhood to 
all the races of the earth. The 
Fascist know that we long to 
be rid of hatred and terror and 
oppression, to be rid of con- 
quering and of being conque- 
red, to be rid of all the ugli- 
ness of poverty and imperia- 
lism that eats away the heart 
of civilization today. We repre- 
sent the end of race. And the 
Fascists know that when the- 
re is no more race, there will 
be no more capitalism, and no 
more war, and no more money 
for the munitions makers — be- 
cause the workers of the world 
will have triumphed. 

LANGSTON HUGHES 



honest opinions are good for 
swelled heads (the common 
fault of writers). But really, 
I could see, he was saying, 
"Thank you, comrade; that 
was the works!” 

EVENINGS OF COMRADE- 
SHIP 

There are many events I 
shall always remember, the 



moonlit night on the Jarama 
front when the fascists sudden- 
ly put an end to questions with 
a piece of rudeness characte- 
ristic of fascists; or perhaps it 
was the olive trees, for by the 
time I got back from the Bat- 
talion armory with a rifle, it 
was all over. Or again, I shall 
always remember the lecture 
place in the English Battalion, 
with its machine gun post just 
above. By the way, after the 
poor efforts of the American 
boys, it was pleasant to hear a 
little good English blasphemy. 
And a certain night at the Au- 
to Park, beneath the trees, and 
the canteen afterwards, and 
Bunny cheering us up with sad 
songs. (Though the limit in 
songs was reached by the Lin- 
coln boys, who could shame 
any journalist or commercial 
traveller.) Grand evenings, full 
of human health, and — why not 
say it — a comradeship such as 
I have rarely experienced, and 
by Christ, comradeship is one 

of the biggest compensations 
for the hard work our move- 
ment gives us. And I shall re- 
member, too, my meetings 



International 



with the Mac-Paps, particula- 
ry the one when the cooks 
wouldn't give me any coffss, 
and the Ukrainians sang liks 
red angels. 

SUMMING UP 

If I had to sum up in one 
paragraph what I have always 
tried to say, it would be this: 
Boys, never forget you are in 



a country that is still strug- 
gling out cf feudal conditions, 
and that not every Spaniard 
sees which way to get out at 
feudalism. Never expect a de- 
gree of organization and 
smooth working you would 
expect of an English or Ame- 
rican proletariat, therefore. If 
you remember this, you will 
be as amazed as I am at the 
distance we have covered and 
take fresh confidence and cou- 
rage. Any comrade who can’t 
see this has just forgotten his 
theoretical dope, that’s the 
truth. 

And finally, I’m going to the 
States, and there I’ll try to 
do the same I set out to do 
here. I promise to send over 
news about each city I visit 
and about each section of the 
movement I come in contact 
with. And, of course, to pep 
up the cigarets and chocolate 
wallahs. I guess you guys can 
permit one boast as a parting 
shot. I never gave a single 
pep-talk. Any man who denies 
this can choose his weapons 
mine’s a hatchet. 

Salud. 

RALPH BATES 



ted; and in the second, well 



TOO MUCH OF RACE 

(Continued from page 3.} 




• Non iuterventienist*! "Suppose we knock off for the summer, boys*. 
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ANARCHISM IN LEG 



The Iberian Anarchist Fede- 
ration has long been the stron- 
gest section of the Internatio- 
nal Workingmen’s Association. 
In fact, nowhere but Spain has 
the Anarchist movement had 
first-rate importance. In the 
course of a year of popular 
defense against Fascism, the 
F. A. I. has made many ad- 
justments to legal conditions 
and to the popular revolution. 
Nevertheless, its fundamental 
structure remained that of an 
illegal organization, or as the 
Anarchists put it, a movement 
that lived "above rather than 
beyond the law”. “Affinity 
groups” were the basic cell. In 
other words, small conspirato- 
rial groups, conforming to the 
Anarchist faith in a few deter- 
mined men rather than the 
great masses less capable of 
quick action. The fundamental 
approach of the Anarchists, a 
year after the military-clerical- 
Fascist rising was still that of 
a hunted, persecuted, opposit- 
ion movement. Yet the anar- 
chosyndicalists had early elec- 
ted to participate in Govern- 
ment, and the libertarians often 
claimed a majority of the ar- 
med workers of Spain. At 
length the F. A. I., which has 
always provided the political 
direction for the C. N. T., dec- 
ided to change its articles of 
faith and organic structure. 



CHANGES IN STRUCTURE 

“The groups that served as 
basic cells of the F. A. I.”, 
explains a sort of long pream- 
ble to the new Constitution, 



“are not sufficiently flexible at 
the present moment, although 
they performed an important 
historic mission and were well- 
suited to epochs of underground 
work”. Therefore the Constitu- 
tion provides for village groups 
or branches, district branches 
in cities, federations of bran- 
ches and, for strictly political 
work, provincial federations 




following prevailing provincial 
bounds. The higher organs are 
the Regional Federations and 
the Iberian Anarchist Federa- 
tion binding them together. 

Behind this unexciting struc- 
tural reform lies a complete 
revision of the Anarchist art- 
icles of faith. In the first pla- 
ce, the F. A. I. frankly acknow- 
ledges the need of building a 
mass party and of providing 
direction for the Revolution. 
“If we aspire to have the mas- 
ses accompany us and endorse 
the transformation we propo- 
se, etc...” It is quite evident 
that the lessons of a year of 
popular Revolution have over- 
come the objections of the 
Anarchists to a great many 



political principles. For instan- 
ce, they long combatted the 
building of a mass party in 
campaigns opposing proselyt- 
ism, and they criticized the 
Communist Party’s “directorial 
pclitical line” as tending to- 
ward hegemony and dictator- 
ship. Now they frankly state: 
“The Revolution must be orien- 
ted and directed... The F. A. I., 
to be concrete, has its hands 
on the powerful levers of a 
Revolution.” But there is an 
even greater break with the 
past in this little discussed 
document. The Constitution 
calls unmistakably for stern 
discipline and a single party 
line! 



SIGNIFICANT DECISION 

These vviio recall the Anar- 
chist posters calling for the or- 
ganization of indiscipline, will 
have some hint of the internal 
revolution this decision sym- 
bolizes. Individual Anarchists 
had to break with their friends, 
in the past, if they agreed with 
the Communists on this point. 
The late Durruti, in exile in 
Paris, tcld his friend Romero: 
“I shall be “for” discipline if 
the Revolution comes in Spain”. 
Romero himself says he then 
disagreed but in the course of 
the war realized that Durruti 
was right. Now the F. A. I. 
has come the whole theoretic 
way on this point: 

"The F. A. I. must give its 
movement a new structure ac- 
cepting the practices that are 
necessary to achieve victory 
and that are demanded by the 
special conditions in which the 
war and revolution place u3. 
Subordinated individually and 
collectively to our supreme aim. 
We must be coherent, discipli- 
ned and daring in action, and in 
order. That that action may ta- 
ke form and crystalize in re- 
sults achieved, the F.A.I. must 
have a uniform political line 
that embraces all aspects of so- 
cial and political life, so that it 
may anticipate “how” it will 
act at any moment and in any 
circumstances.” 




A L I T Y 

OPEN POLITICAL PARTY 

What has happened ? In ef- 
fect the F. A. I. has constitu- 
ted itself into an open political 
party, aspiring to guide the 
masses, “open a single channel 
and direct events in a single 
direction", namely, the direct- 
ion cf Libertarian Communism 
It has made this decision be 
cause the popular Revolution 
changed everything. There is 
even the suggestion that the 
F. A. I. realizes it has been 
.slew to adjust: 

“In the economic order, the 
F. A. I. .recognizes that Spain 
h' living through a period of 
profound transformation. Feu- 
dal property in land surviving 
since time immemorial tends 
rapidly to give way to collective 
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property, thereby destroying 
the major historic bulwark of 
Spanish capitalism... On the 
ether hand, great industrial en- 
terprises likewise tend to assu- 
me a collective character, the- 
reby fundamentally changing 
the character of the national 
economy.” That changes • the 
relations of the Anarchists to 
their environment. “We who 
fought tirelessly yesterday 
against a condition of tyran- 
ny and injustice, today stand 
at the side of the new institu- 
tions arisen from the Revolu- 
tion as the expression of the 
deepest desires of the masses... 
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Therefore, as against our in- 
hibitions of yesterday, we feel 
that it is the duty 01 all Anar- 
chists to take part in every 
public institution that can 
strengthen and advance the 
new state of affairs." 



MIRACLES STILL POSSIBLE 

On the positive side, the new 
Constitution is rather weak. As 
a carry-over of the long oppo- 
sitions record of Anarchism, 
the prog.ramatic suggestions or 
bases seem rather to reject 
those oi Marxism than to spe- 
cify "how” the Anarchists ex- 
pect to achieve their aims. The 
function of the trade unions to 
plan production in general li- 
nes and strictly to control the 
mea ts and forms of production 
is stated without commentary. 
The Federalist political princi- 
ples of Anarchism, based on 
the autonomous .region, the co- 
marca and municipio (county 
rather than municipality) are 
also formally reaffirmed. But 
in the preamble, the really im- 
portant basis of continued po- 
pular unity appears: “The F. 
A. I. cannot accomplish its 
whole mission if the war is 
lost. To win the war is to main- 
tain the principle of the Revo- 
lution strong and victorious...” 
With the present structure of 
the F. A. I. and the crowded 
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lessons of common struggle 
against Fascism still to be lear- 
ned in the coming months, mi- 
racles at possible. Would it 
not be a niraculous view of 
unity in Spain to look foward 
to some future entry of the 
F. A. I. into a single party of 
the proletariat side by side 
with the Communists and So- 
cialists? 



A CHILDRENS’S HOME 

SOMEWHERE IN SPAIN 



When we first came here we 
were kept very busy prepar- 
ing the villas for the members 
of the International Brigades. 
There were 18 of us, nurses 
sent from Madrid. Nearly all 
the nurses had been in the 5th 
Regiment — that is to say that 
they had fought in the tren- 
ches from the very first days 
of the struggle. 

But we were not so busy 



that we did not find time to 
visit the refugee children at the 
Home for the Orphans of mi- 
litiamen who were the only in- 
habitants of these deserted vil- 
las. 

The children were the first 
who had been taken from the 
different fronts, and there we- 
re children of Asturian miners 
who had no idea what had hap- 
pened to their fathers, many 
frem Madrid and others from 
the Andalusian front, where 
they had seen their parents 
suffer all kinds of torture even 
to being burned alive... And 
the pcor little children remem- 
ier, and have an expression ar 
if of horror on their faces, and 
in their dreams at night they 
cry their hearts out. 

TERROR-STRICKEN 

Some are the children of wo- 
men who are working in the 



neighDorhood. They came from 
the Malaga front, where they 
left everything else and fled 
from the Fascists with their 
children on their backs. They 
know nothing of what has 
happened to their husbands, or 
to the rest of their families. 

I have se< i these poor chil- 
dren crying at the slightest 
sound, in the belief that it was 
a Fascist bombardment... 



At first the children were 
left very much to themselves. 
No one took much notice of 
them. Maria Luisa, who was 
in charge of them, complained 
that even at Christmas nobody 
thought about them. 

At that time the members 
cf the International Brigades 
were not in the majority he 
re. Not a single one had arri- 
ved as yet. It was only about 
Christmas time that the first 
began to arrive. 

THE I. B. ARRIVES 

In any case it was a pitiful 
sight to see the poor children. 
One day we of the Socorro 
Rojo brought them some clo- 
thes, for they came with noth- 
ing and since it was winterti- 
me this made their state all 
the more pitiable. 

The Comrades of the Inter- 
national Brigades soon began 



to take an interest in them. 
Gradually their visits to the 
Orphans' Home became more 
and more frequent, until final- 
ly one comrade from the Inter- 
national Brigades mamed the 
woman comrade in charge, and 
another married the teacher. 

And so now it is as if we 
were all one family: the chil- 
dren in the Home and the In- 
ternational Volunteers; even 
the contrast between them ma- 
kes a very harmonious pictu- 
re... the weak and tiny orphan 
beside the strong, grave vo- 
lunteer. 

When the volunteers see the 
children they remember that 
they too have children. Becau- 
se of this the home is always 
full of Volunteers who do all 
they can to look after the kids 
and make them happy. 

MASS ADOPTIONS 

At first each volunteer wan- 
ted to adept one special child, 
but then they thought it beat 
to adopt all without any dis- 
tinctions, and that is what 
they finally chd. Now when a 
collection is taken the money, 
goes to the children, who now 
have everything they need. 

At the fete which was held 
for the opening of the Kitchen 
for those on special diets at the 
Hotel, the children were given 
bathing costumes, everything 
they needed for games on the 
beach, and hammocks, etc. 

The Governor of C... the Ma- 
yor, the Pioneers all came, and 
they all competed with one 
another in speech-making. But 
the best of all was when the 
little children began to recite 
poetfy, Garcia Lorca’s gypsy 
ballad and other things in the 
same style. They recited and 
sang Asturian and Andalusiar 
songs and they were all impro- 
ved by the children voices, anc 
when at the end they were gi- 
ven a Punch and Judy show 
everyone laughed; anc( it waj 
impossible to tell who laugher 
loudest — the children or the vo- 
lunteers for liberty. 

MARIA P. DE KOROVA 



1927 1937 

AUGUST 2 2 — 

NICOLA SACCO 

and 

BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI 

Legally Murdered 

by American Reaction 

WE DO NOT FORGET 



G. M. 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

From the Editor of the 
New Masses 

Dear E , 

...The New Masses is alrea- 
dy sending several hundred co- 
pies regularly to the Interna- 
tional Brigade. However, I am 
suggesting to the circulation 
department that an additional 
batch bj Fent to you for distri- 
bution to the MacKenzie-Pa- 
pineau toys. 

Spain continues to be the big 
issue here. We feel the impact 
of the struggle in various walks 
of life. In Hollywood funds are 
raised by progressive actors 
and writ?rs for one or another 
of the Spanish comrrilttees. On 
the San Francisco waterfront 
you can see slogans in the tra- 
de-union halls calling for sup- 
port of Spanish democracy. 
Naturally every word about 
Spain is read with the greatest 
of interest, and I am looking 
forward to the article you pro- 
mised us by a member of the 
Loyalist army... 

. ..I want to write you a much 
icnger letter than this, but this 
fa my first day back in the of- 
fice after a three-weeks' tour 




and I am only now catching up 
with my work, so this brief sa- 
lutation will have to do for the 
moment. However, there’s one 
thing I want to add : 

I made a visit to San Quen- 
tin and talked with Tom Moo- 
ney for about three-quarters of 
an hour. He reads everything 
he can about Spain and his 
heart is with you fellows. What 
a grand guy! After 21 years 
he is still full of courage and 
fight, confident of the justice 
of his own cause and of the 




Our Fellow aiiltfii-rtNlt* in Chinn. 



future of the working class. It 
was an inspiration to see him. 

Write me again soon and if 
you get the chance, make it a 
long, detailed letter all about 
your outfit and yourself. — Sa- 
ludos! - JOSEPH FREEMAN, 
New York, July 15, 1937. 

* 

Dear A..., 

...Of course the struggle in 
Spain is very close to all of us 
here and it is easy to conclude 
that more and more people are 
becoming interested as they 
realize the significance of the 
battle between democracy and 
reaction. At the moment de- 
mocracy seems to be in the 
saddle here. The LaFollette Ci- 
vil Liberties Committee is tur- 
ning up some spectacular (and 
to the innocents, unsuspected) 
facts. The Wagner Act is, for 
the time, functioning in favor 
of the workers. Politicians, em- 
boldened by the successes of 
their own daring confreres, be- 
gin to talk more and more like 
militant friends of labor. The 
list of strikes called and stri- 
kes won is too long for the 
newspapers to print entire... 
Truly, people of like interests 
are being drawn together as 
they sense the struggle that is 
taking place and its imminent 
threat to themselves. 



For instance: near us is a 
summer camp leased by the So- 
ciedad Naturista Hispafia, who- 
se acqraintance I made last 
year, a proletarian group simi- 
lar to the German Natur 
Freund s. Although there are 
many anti-fascist comrades 
among them, they were not 
able last season to sponsor any 
anti-fascist activity because of 
differences among their mem- 
bership. Last year, too, we 
found them only vaguely con- 
scious of events in Spain and 
their significance, as they read 
almost no English papers and 
their Spanish ones were co- 
ming rarely and very late. But 
the course of the war has awa- 
kened them. They have pro- 
gressed a long way toward 
unity in the last ten months. 
Now they are able openly to 
espouse the cause of Loyalist 
Spain and to work in its sup- 
port. On Sunday the camp will 
be filled with banners reading 
"No Fasaran" and with the 
emblems of the various prole- 
tarian organisations of Spain. 
There will be a big fiesta and 
hundreds of guests will come 
to hear the latest accounts of 
the heroism of Spain’s defen- 
ders and to contribute what 
they can to their support. This... 
is a picture in miniature of 
what is happening all over the 
country on a much grander 
scale...- A. S., Staten Island. 
N. Y., July 22, 1937. 



70.000 SILK WORKERS 
THREATEN TO STRIKE 



The possibility of a national 
silk workers strike in the 
U. S. increased when it was 
decided to present an agre- 
ement to the silk manufac- 
turers. Unless the agreement 
is signed, the Textile Wor- 
kers Organization Committee, 
affiliated with C. I. O., will 
call the strike. 

The Union demands are: A 
weekly increase of 10 to 20 per 
cent, a minimum weekly wage 
of 18 dollars for weavers, a 
weekly minimum of 15 dollars 
for auxilary help, and the 40 
hour week. 

All silk mills in New Eng- 
land, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey will be affected. Expec- 
tation are for a short strike, 
because several manufacturers 
have already agreed to sign 
new contracts. 



160.000 BRITISH SHIP 
BUILDING WORKERS ASK 
HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 

Claims for holidays with 
pay for 160.000 workers em- 
ployed in the shipbuilding in- 
dustry are now before the Em- 
ployer’s Federation. It is ex- 
pected that a meeting with 
the unions concerned will be 
arranged at an early date. 

Another matter debated by 
the workers is that of secur- 




ing union rights for young ap- 
prentices. The i mportance 
of securing this has been glar- 
ingly demonstated by disclosu- 
re of wage rates and working 
conditions made during the 
recent big strikes on the Cly- 
de and at other ports. 

The militancy of the young 
apprentices came as an unwel- 
come surprise to the emplo- 
yers, who were forced to a 
settlement of the strike. 
With this as a precedent, and 
backed by the militancy of the 
apprentices, the unions are in 
a strong position to fight the 
issue. 
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WHEN THE WORKERS TAKE A HAND 



"Aldus-Artes GrAficas, direc- 
ted by a Workers' Council” — I 
noticed this heading on the 
notepaper of the printers whom 
I had approached with regard 
to a pamphlet for the Flemish 
Volunteers. 

It was this heading which 
gave me the idea of finding 
out exactly what a Consejo 
Obrero — a Workers’ Coun- 
cil — meant in Madrid. 

I had already seen how the 
workers manage their own 
factories, etc., in the Soviet 
Union. But those Russian 
workers already had years of 
experience behind them. The 
Spanish workers have only had 
a few months in circumstances 
which have been exceptionally 
difficult, especially in Madrid. 

The letter which the printers 
had sent me gave a clear and 
detailed statement of the pri- 
ces and the time necessary for 
the work, and I at once got 
the impression that the under- 
taking was under good mana- 
gement. 

WITH THE PRESIDENT 

In the office, where only one 
man was employed, I met the 
President of the Consejo Obre- 
ro, a worker about 40 years 
old. He told me that he had 
been a member of the Spanish 
Socialist Party for 17 years. 
His job is to combine a tech- 
nical knowledge of printing 
with a thorough understand- 
ing of the sentiments and needs 
of the working-class, and he 
knows it well, for he has had 
long years of trade union and 
political activity. 

In anawer to my questons, 
be told me that the Aldus 
printing works is one of the 
best equipped in Madrid. It 
has a linotype machine toget- 
her with 3 large printing pres- 
ses, and an automatic machi- 
ne for p’ i iting in an unusual 
American color type. The 
business had previously belon- 
ged to Germans, but they had 
cleared out as soon as they 
saw that the Fascist coup on 
July 18th had been complete- 
ly throttled in Madrid. 

Unfortunately for themsel- 
ves the German owners had 
formed an anonymous Spanish 
company, with the result that 



after their departure the prin- 
ting establishment passed into 
the control of the Trade Union, 
and with the help of the Union 
the printers formed their own 
Workers’ Council which has 
teen managing the concir.i 
successfully far months. 

SHORTAGE OF PAPER 

There is always work for 
them and there would be more 
if it were not for the great 
shortage of paper due to the 



war. The number of emplo- 
yees has increased from 16 to 
25 and among them there are 
two girls and four young work- 
ers of about 18. 

The old works have become 
too small and the Workers’ 
Council is looking forward to 
a change of premises soon, 
which will make it possible to 
increase the size of the con- 
cern. The financial assistan- 
ce which will be necessary for 
this will come not from the 
banks, which in that way would 
be able to get control of the 
works, but from the Printers’ 
Union which helps and controls 
every printing establishment 
managed by a Workers’ Coun- 
cil. 

Let us take a look at the 
printing works. Automati- 
cally I glance at the walls, 
which in the Soviet Union are 
a proof in themselves of the 
change of system, with their 
banners, slogans and wall 
newspapers. I wonder whether 
I shall see the same in Ma- 
drid. 



WALL NEWSPAPER 

ne wan newspaper is the- 
re — not very well looked af- 
ter — but there all the same. 
There are portraits of Azafia 
and 'QMMbva, and only one 
slogan but that full of mean- 
ing: "Now we work joyfully 
for we are helping to build a 
new civilisation”. And this 
is true, for it is with real en- 
thusiasm that the Aldus wor- 
kers print the Anti-Fascist 
publications of the Campesino 



Brigade. And they were 
proud to begin the printing of 
their first pamphlet for the 
International Brigades: “Fle- 

mish Volunteers in the Fight 
for Liberty”. 

It was just after the fall of 
Bilbao, when the Fascist pla- 
nes were once again trying to 
bomb Madrid. It was inspir- 
ing to see these workers car- 
rying on at their job while the 
explosions sometimes shook 
the whole building, and the 
roar of the Fascist planes over- 
head together with the burst- 
ing of our anti-aircraft shells, 
made the strangest of con- 
certs. 

UNITY OF WORK 

The printers differ among 
themselves on politics. Among 
them there are S o c i a 1 i sts, 
Communists and Anarchists, 
but they never become invol- 
ved in futile quibbling argu- 
ments, for their workshop and 
their common welfare are now 



a permanent bond of unity 
among them. 

I shall neves forget what 
the typographer told me while 
he was setting up a page: 
“Every time I pick up this 
type (it was of German ori- 
gin), I remember my German 
boss who was one of that 
gang which combined slave- 
driving with spying and star- 
ted the Civil War. But today 
we are using that same Ger- 
man type to help to win the 
final victory and to drive out 
the slave drivers for ever.” 
Like printers elsewhere, the 
Madrid printers are politically 
and intellectually advanced r 
they are in the forefront of v 
progressive movement. 

They have their own Batta- 
lion of “Gr&ficos” at the front, 
which t-gether with their Wor- 
kers’ Councils in the rear, is 
helping to defend the Repu- 
blic. 

A. H. 



MEXICAN OIL WORKERS 
WIN 

18.000 Mexican oil workers 
won several demands follow- 
ing a 12-days strike. 

Their gains include a wage 
increase of 32 per cent, r 
tead of a 15 per cent offer • . 
the employers, and the 40 
hour week. The total wage 
increase will aumount to 
7.200.000 yearly. 

The oil companies are fil- 
ing "objections”. 



LONDON. — -A lightning stri- 
ke of the haulage lads took 
place at Denaby Main Colliery, 
Yorkshire, where 12.000 men 
are employed. 

Grimthorpe Colliery, near 
Barnsley, employing 2.500 men 
and boys, continue on strike 
arising out of a dispute over 
a recently revised price list af- 
f e c t i n g the Parkgate and 
Beamshaw seams. 

The miners employed at 
Frickley are watching events 
at Grimthorpe with greatest 
interest as negotiations for a 
price list in the Barnsley seam 
at the pit are in progress. 







The T'ght-rope artist. 



DIANA (U. G. T.) I .kith, 6. - MADRID 
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DRIVE FOR UNIFIED PARTY SPREADS 



Valencia. — A great campaign 
is taking place in favour of 
the formation of a single pro- 
letarian party by the fusion of 
the Socialist and Communist 
Parties. Meetings are being 
held in all parts of Govern- 
ment Spain which are crowded 
with enthusiastic audiences 
despite the great heat. This 
campaign really represents the 
intensification and speeding of 
x trend which has existed for 
a considerable time iiere. In 
the early days of the uprising 
the, numerically, rather small 
Socialist and Communist Par- 
ties of Catalonia decided that 
union was strength, and that 
their alms were fundamentally 
the same, and that the less di- 
vision there was in the anti- 
fascist forces the better, and 
formed the P.S.U.C.— the Uni- 
fied Socialist Party of Catalo- 
nia. Since then this party has 
strengthened and increased 
and has has always worked for 
the closest understanding with 
and support of the rest of 
Spain. In June, 1936 the So- 
cialist and Communist Youth 
of the rest of Spain united to 
form the J. S. U.— the Unified 
Socialist Youth. 

Meetings are being held in 
Barcelona, Madrid, Valencia, 
and various other towns in 
which speakers from the P. S. 
U. C., the J. S. U., and the So- 
cialist and Communist Parties 
of Spain are taking part. 

STRESS CATALONIA’S 
ROLE 

In Barcelona, on August 5th, 
where Juan Cotnorera, secret- 
ary of the P. S. U. C. and mi- 
nister in the Generalidad, spo- 



ke (in Catalan, which I un- 
fortunately was unable to fo- 
llow), and Jesus Hernandez, 
Minister of Education in the 
Valencia Government, the slo- 
gans with which the hall was 
blazoned were “Catalonia can- 
not be free if the rest of Spain 
falls a victim to Fascism." 
"Spain cannot be free ’-dthout 
the aid of Catalonia.” 

On August 8th, in Valencia, 



I attended a meeting at which 
Comorera and Pasionaria were 
the speakers. 

Comorera described the si- 
tuation in Catalonia. The P. S. 
U. C. has now 60.000 members 
and the U. G. T. (socialist tra- 
de union) has over half a mil- 
lion members in Catalonia, 
that is to say, it has increased 
to a point where it has 100.000 
more members than the C.N.T. 



(syndicalists) which was for- 
merly far more numerous. In 
comparison with the difficul- 
ties which had to be Surmoun- 
ted in Catalonia a year ago 
he suggested that the rest of 
Spain would not find it an im- 
possible task to form a single 
workers’ party. And he also 
stressed the absolute interde- 
pendence of the welfare of Ca- 
talonia with Ue rest of Spain. 



PASIONARIA SPEAKS 

Then Dolores Ibarruri, La 
Pasionaria, who is a deputy to 
the Cortes, rose to Speak. Eve- 
ry seat in the hall was filled. 
Between 2 and 3.000 people 
were present. 

The welcome she received 
was most moving. But when 
you see her in person the ex- 
traordinary influence over and 
popularity with the masses 
which she enjoys is very under- 
standable. She is rather tall 
and strongly built, is handsome 
and dignified in a typical 
Spanish way. Her brown eyes 
express sympathy and com- 
passion. 

Her black hair, with a few 
silver threads in it is done in 
a plain knot at the back of 
the head. She dresses simply 
in black. Her face in repose is 
sad but is lit up by a charm- 
ing smile. Her position in pu- 
blic life does not prevent her 
from being a truly womanly 
and motherly figure. Her per- 
sonality is so remarkable and 
her voice so thrilling that even 
people unable to understand 
Spanish have been much moved 
on seeing and hearing her. 

(CoHtisiM a pagina 1.) 



WAR COMMISSAR DEL VAYO 
ON SPAIN'S IMMEDIATE NEEDS 



The following extracts from the speech of Alvarez 
del Vayo, Commissar of War, delivered In Madrid last 
Sunday, should be of Interest to all English-speaking 
member ) cf the International Brigades. 

* 

Of all military leaders and of all the civilian autho- 
rities, the revolution asks two things: the first is that 
they believe wholeheartedly in the revolution and in 
the people. And first of all, that they believe in our 
victory. Saint Just used to say: "I fear only one thing: 
I fear the generals who do not believe in their victory.” 
And then, in the great teachings of the French Revolu- 
tion, so well understood by Lenin — synthesized In the 
one short sentence which was the whole message of 
Robespierre to the French Army in Italy: “The Re- 
public cannot be defeated”. 

From the very beginning we saw that one of our 
most important tasks was the formation of a power- 
ful war industry. To possess such an industry is in 
itself an achievement of great importance, because it 
increases the international importance of the country. 
It also means the reduction of the national deficit. In 
addition, it supplies the necessary arms to the Army 
and lessens the fears and anguish concerning shipments, 
always the possible victims of fascist piratical prowess, 
constantly cruising outside of our jurisdictional waters. 

(Gxatiaua ex U pig. J.) 
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DRIVE FOR UNIFIED PARTY 



She spoke of the wonderful 
strides that have been made 
in the training and organisa- 
tion of the People’s Army. 
She referred with great ten- 
derness and feeling to a re- 
cent visit to the fronts of 
Madrid and the splendid spirit 
of the soldiers there with whom 
she conversed. She then spoke 
of the necessity of organising 
the rear guard as efficiently as 
the Army. She said that all 
of us must be prepared to 
make sacrifices so that the 
soldiers shall not want for 
anything. That the reception 
and care of refugees is a duty 
but it is not the whole duty 
of the citizen behind the li- 
nes. She urged the necessity 
of abolishing equal salaries 
which benefit the lazy work- 
man at the expense of the in- 



dustrious one and establishing 
a scale by which workers will 
be paid according to the value 
and quantity of their work and 
which will act as an incentive 
in industry. She ended by urg- 
ing the unification of the two 
parties as indispensable for a 
speedy victory over Fascism 
and the invaders of Spain. The 
anti-fascists must form a mo- 
nolith for united action and 
responsibility. 

The speech of Vicente Uribe 
(in Madrid) echoed the same 
sentiments but he, as Minister 
of Agriculture, suggested that 
the severest treatment should 
he meted out to speculators 
and food profteers, and rende- 
red homage to the splendid 
work and solidarity of the 
peasants. 




War Commissar Alvarez del Vayo. 



DEL VAYO ON SPAIN’S 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS 



We ask an active participation in the organization 
and in the rapid functioning of our transport system, 
as well as coordination and planning of the economic 
life of our country. After a year of war we are still 
compelled to use bitter words against the passivity of 
certain rearguard elements and the shameless way in 
which they are forever bargaining on their efforts and 
collaboration in the great work of liberation. 

We demand an inexorable policy in the rear, not only 

for the purpose of securing order, but also for the pur- 
pose of drawing actively into the war whole regions, 
cities and villages. Persuasion has its limits. It is 
now many months since we have published and multi- 
plied our appeals for solidarity against fascism to the 
conscience of our people. We must end this scandalous 
situation, in which an unequal participation in the war 
is possible. It is necessary to be done with this con- 
venient theory of the division of labor, in which some 
die to win the war and others live to exploit the vic- 
tory. 

The Strenthing of The Popular Front. It Is abun- 
dantly evident that those who in 1935 were advocating 
the revolutionary policy of the Popular Front were 
correct. Those who did net study the question deeply 
accused the defenders of the Popular Front of being 
opportunists and bunglers. What would have happened 
had the July rebellion surprised us without the vigorous 
policy of the Popular Front, which in one day succeeded 



in uniting and mobilizing all the anti-fascist forces in 
the fight for the defense cf the nation and fcT liberty. 
As long as the war lasts there can be no other policy 
than that of the Papular Front. It is the unifiying 
center of all the anti-fascist forces; it is the central 
point in which all can fight under the same flag with- 
out being compelled in any way to abandon the ideo- 
logy of one’s party. Support the Popular Front... 

I favor a Unified Party... I once again insist that 
to achieve victory we must have an active regrouping 
of all the authentically anti-fascist forces, without any 
exclusions. 

The other day, in Valencia, I declared myself in favor 
of the participation of the CNT in the task of lead- 
ing the destinies of the nation. But I added: That 
is to the enter the government, but on condition that 
the whole organization participates unanimously in the 
work of carrying out all the decisions that are made. 

Participation in the Cabinet demands the loyal col- 
laboration not only of those in the Government, but 
also of those behind them, who follow their organi- 
zation. When an organization has representatives in 
the government, and when the decisions of the govern- 
ment are not completely satisfactory to this organi- 
zation’s followers, it is impermissable for these followers 
merrily to take the liberty of changing the policy of 
the government with the excuse that their policy is 
more revolutionary and correct. 

The Unified Party is on the march, and nothing can 
stop its realisation... Socialists and Communists in the 
Party units, ir. the shops and factories, where you 
fight and where you live, work for the Unified Party. 

ALVAREZ DEL VAYO 
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We Must Help Our Comrades in the North 



The battle Is raging fiercely 
in the North of Spain. 

Once again Mussolini has 
flung the forces of Italian In- 
vasion against the Spanish 
people, against the brave sol- 
diers sf Santander and Astu- 
rias. Onoe again Hitler and 
Mussolini are bribing shame 
on the German and Italian 
peoples by invading Spanish 
soil and slaughtering, from the 
height of their “Junkers” and 
“Gagconis”, the defenceless po- 
pulation to the North, the wo- 
men and children of Santander 
and Asturias 

The Fascist newspapers cy- 
nically admit that Italian Di- 
visions are fighting in the 
North, that the well-armed 
“banderas'’ of Blackshirts have 
been sent to massacre the un- 
armed population in the moun- 
tains around Santander. 




The soldiers of Asturias and 
Santander are fighting with 
stubborn and unyielding cou- 
rage against the Italian inva- 
ders, fighting to bar the way 
to the foreigners, to Fascim, to 
slavery. The Blackshirt Divi- 
sions have hoisted Mussolini’s 
flag on a few positions, but 
how much Italian blood, how 
many corpses these victories 
have cost them! 



OUR DUTY IS CLEAR 

In this tragic hour for our 
Spanish brothers, the duty of 
the true sons of the Italian 
and German peoples, the duty 
of all the peoples who love 
freedom is the duty* which is 
made clear by the heroism and 
the spelndld spirit of solidari- 
ty of the International Volun- 
teers for Liberty. 

The Volunteers for Liberty 
have fought on many fronts. 
On many fronts they have hel- 



ped the Spanish people to bar 
the way to the Fascists, to de- 
feat them, to put them to 
flight. 

From the Jarama to Guada- 
lajara, from University City to 
Brunete, to Villanueva del Par- 
dillo; everywhere the courage 
of the International Volunteers 
has routed Fascim, has defea- 
ted the Blackshirts. 



During the last weeks the 
International Brigades have 
once again written one of the 
finest pages in the history of 
the armed struggle against 
slavery and for freedom. The 
victorious offensive of the Re- 
publican Army on the Central 
Front in which the Internatio- 
nal Volunteers took part, the 
unconquerable resistance to the 
Fascist counter - attacks are 



further steps on the road to 
the victory of Republican 
Spain. 

CALL ALL FORCES 

This prove* more than ever 
that the path of implacable 
struggle Is the only path to be 
followed to fight and defeat 



Fascism, slavery and barba- 
rism. 

The struggle is hard. Fas- 
cism is still strong, strong 
through the support of all the 
most reactionary forces in all 
countries, strong through the 
weakness of democracy. 

We must call to our aid all 
the forces of the friends of pea- 
ce, of humanity, civilisation and 
progress. 



We must close our ranks, 
overcome our weakness, resist 
and advance. 

We must help our brothers in 
the North. We must save the 
women and children of Santan- 
der from massacre. 

If we help our comrades in 
the North we are helping Re- 
publican Spain, w$ are helping 
the fighters for liberty, we are 
helping the International Vo- 
lunteers who are the noblest 
expression of a magnificent 
international solidarity. 

We help to save the women 
and children of Santander from 
massacre by strengthening In- 
ternational solidarity in all 
fields: in the sphere of the vo- 
lunteers and in that of assis- 
tance. 

We help our comrades in the 
North by fighting the Fascists 




on all fronts with mare coura- 
ge than ever. The Internatio- 
nal Brigades have already gi- 
ven their help by fighting in 
the Centre Front. They are 
ready to fight wherever the 
Higher Command gives the 
order. They will continue to 
fight and to conquer or all 
fronts, overcoming all obsta- 
cles, resisting all dangers, ris- 
ing above all the hardness of 
the struggle. 

That is the price of victory. 

Victory, which is not only 
the victory of Republican 
Spain, but the victory of all 
the peoples who are for free- 
dom, who are against war, and 
who do not want to feel the 
iron heel of Fascism on them- 
selves and their country, and 
the victory of all peoples who 
want to win their freedom, and 
for this aim, for this victory, 
are ready to shed their last 
drop of blood. 

Let us go forward united to 
that victory. 



In Memory 
of our fallen leaders 



AMERICAN 

OLIVER LAW. — Commander, Lincoln Bat- 
talion. 

MORRIS WICKMAN’ — Company Political 
Commissar. 

HARRY HYNES. — Company Political Commis- 
sar (Both of Washington Battalion). 

CANADIAN 

STUART (Paddy) O'NEILL.— Sargeant, Lin- 
coln Battalion. 

ENGLISH 

GEORGE NATHAN.— Major, 15th Brigade, 

CHARLES GOODFELLOW. — Second-in-Com- 
mand, English Battalion. 

BILL MEREDITH. — Commander, No. 2 Com- 
pany, English Battalion. 

BOB ELLIOT. — Company Political Commissar. 

NOTE : Articles on the life and death of 
these and other fallen members of the In- 
ternational Brigades will appear in future 
issues of " The Volunteer for Liberty." 



LUIGI GALLO 
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AMERICAN HOSPITALS IN SPAIN 



The American Hospital 
Group is a part of the Inter- 
national Sanitary Service or- 
ganized to aid the duly cons- 
tituted government of Spain. 
This service, which is of great 
magnitude, is an expression of 
international solidarity with 
the Spanish people. 

The rote of "the International 
Sanitary Service is a new his- 
torical phenomenon Never be- 
fore in the history of mankind 
have so many representatives 
of different nationalities joined 
to aid a people in their strug- 
gle against invaders who are 
attempting to destroy their 
freedom, rights and liberties. 
Twenty-two nationalities are 
represented in the Internatio- 
nal Sanitary Service aiding in 
the struggle. 

The magnitude of the work 
of\ the International Sanitary 
Service in Spain can beat be 
realized by noting the follow- 
ing: 

HOSPITAL, FIGURES 

The personnel consists of 220 
doctors and surgeons, 550 nur- 
ses, 600 ambulance drivers, 
stretcher bearers and first aid 
men. 

There are 25 hospitals in 
this service with a capacity of 
over 5.000 beds. There are 14 
surgical groups. There are 150 
ambulances which can trans- 
port, at one-time, between 700 
and 600 wounded when neces- 
sary. 

Our American Hospital 
Group plays one of the most 
important and prominent roles 
in the work of the Internatio- 
nal Sanitary Service. The 
American Hospital Group was 
successfully organized and de- 
veloped unter the guidance of 
Dr. Edward Barsky, and fur- 
ther maintained under the 
capable direction of Dr. Donald 
H. Pitts. At present both are 
in the United States continuing 
their work lagainst fascism by 
popularizing the work of the 
American Hospital groups in 
Spain. 

The growth of the American 
Hospital Group has been a con- 
tinuous one; and since I have 
taken charge of the entire 
group, two more hospitals ha- 



ve been added to our number. 
Some of our American hospi- 
tals are in the Madrid sector, 
and these played an extremely 
important role in the last dri- 
ve. Our Southern Hospital 
Groups are well equipped and 
manned, and doing their share 
to make the American Hospi- 
tals exemplary in Spain. 

AFTER LAST OFFENSIVE 

But now to the recent acti- 
vities around Madrid and the 
part played by our hospitals. 
For one full month our sur- 
geons, nurses, ambulance dri- 
vers and stretcher bearers ha- 
ve worked continuously. We 



had our forces so divided that 
we participated in all the pha- 
ses of surgical aid to the 
wounded, starting from the 
front lines, to the Evacuation 
Hospital, and finally to our Ba- 
se Hospitals. We had surgical 
teams operating in the front 
line hospitals where the most 
serious cases were operated 
upon, such as gunshot wounds 
through the belly and brain. 
At this hospital, transfusions 
were given frequently, using 
the new system of "canned” 
blood. 

The activity at these front 
line hospitals was most inten- 
se and the number of wound- 
ed pouring in so great that 



numerous surgical teams were 
kept busy with practically no 
time for sleep. The nurses, too, 
in these front line hospitals 
were put through an exhaustive 
test. Let me say here that the 
nurses, even though working 
under constant aerial bombard- 
ment, performed their duties 
with such efficiency that they 
are an example and a credit 
to the entire nursing profes- 
sion. 

SERVICE UNDER FIRE 

The ambulance drivers and 
stretcher bearers performed 
meritorious service under the 
very same fire that our boys 
in the front line trenches had 




Si'fiif* in Our American Hospitals. 
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WITH OUR AMERICAN HOSPITALS 



to contend with. All sections 
of our personnel forfeited their 
personal needs, such as food 
and sleep, in order to give all 
that was humanly possible to 
aid the victims of the vicious 
fascist aerial bombardment. 
Nor was the bombardment li- 
mited to the front lines, for 
close to our Hospital and in 
the surrounding territory, the 
fascist planes dropped bombs 
of a different type. These we- 
re flame bombs which set fire 
to the surrounding fields and 
villages. It was only a miracle 
that our Hospital escaped a 
direct hit by one of these flame 
bombs dropped from the black 
“Caproni" planes. One of the- 
se bombs I personally inspec- 
ted after it had done its dam- 
age and saw the stamp on the 
cap that revealed its German 
origin. 

One of our hospital groups 
played an effective role in eva- 
cuating the wounded to our 
Base Hospitals. Evacuation is 
one of the most important 
phases of caring for the wound- 
ed, and even though unherald- 
ed* supplies that link in the 
chain of military hospitals 
without which no hospital sys- 
tem can function. It is this 
phase of the work that showed 
the need for more ambulances. 
Ambulances are the backbone 
of transportation from the 
lines to the front hospitals, and 
then later to the base hospi- 
tals. There can be no limit to 
the number of ambulances 
needed, because the more am- 
bulances available the quicker 
the wounded can be transpor- 
ted to the hospital for opera- 




tion. Early operation often 
means the difference between 
the life and death of the 
wounded soldier. 

EVACUATION WORK 

Even though we had to or- 
ganize our evacuation unit very 
rapidly, it functioned most 




Ur. IRVING BUSCH, Chief Sur- 
geon and Commandant of all the 
American hospitals in Spain. 



smoothly. Our base hospitals, 
which are always prepared, 
began to receive wounded in 
large numbers. A tremendous 
load was thrust suddenly upon 
our doctors and nurses who 
had to work indefatiguably to 
keep pace with the increasing 
number of wounded. Very soon 
the base hospitals were work- 
ing at full capacity. There was 
no time fore rest. Both doctors 
and nurses took their tasks in 
stride cheerfully. Many of 
them had been through simi- 
lar experiences. These base 
hospitals continue to be filled 
with patients who are well on 
their way to recovery. 

I can offer nothing but prai- 
se for the doctors and nurses 
who carry on these exhaustive 
duties, lightened only by the 
thought that they are doing 
their share in the anti-fascist 
struggle. 

The volume of the work done 
by part of the American Hos- 
pital Group can be appreciated 
only by actual figures: 

During the past month, mo- 
re than 2.500 wounded have 
been treated by us in our hos- 
pitals, and our American sur- 



geons have performed over 
1.000 operations of varied ty- 
pes. 

The statistics also reveal a 
true picture of our aid to the 
Spanish people. Of all the 
wounded treated by us, 80 per- 
cent are Spanish, and the re- 
maining 20 percent Internatio- 
nals. Since all the American 
wounded pass through our 
hospital chain, we can defini- 
te'y say that the number of 
Americans wounded in this last 
attack was comparatively ve- 
ry small. 

COMMON INTEREST 

The common interest in this 
great anti-fascist struggle, 
which the Spaniards and the 
Internationals fighting side-by- 
side in the front lines feel, is 
carried back to the hospitals. 
The wounded who are brought 
to the hospital on different 
days report the progress of 
battle up to the time they we- 
re put out of action. All the 
bo vs are eager to hear the 
news, and their spirit reacts 
With the waxing and waning 




of the fortunes of battle. It is 
difficult to restrain some of 
them from wanting to return 
to the lines, even though phy- 
sically incapable, when they 
feel that their comrades are 
in need of their services. It is 
difficult to keep the convales- 
cent soldiers at the hospitals; 
they are restless. "When do I 
go back t to my battalion?" is 
the constant question. It is 
very common these days to set- 
soldiers who have been wound- 
ed in different battles. Only 
when the soldier is so physi- 
cally incapacitated that he 



Indian Political 
Prisoners in Hunger 
Strike 

Simla, India — One hundred 
and fifty three political pri- 
soners confined in Deoli Prison 
Camp. Labout 80 kilometres 
from Nagpur, are on a hunger 
strike of solidarity with the 
187 prisoners of the Andaman 
Island on a similar strike sin- 
ce the 24th. of July. 

The prisoners ask: 

1. The liberation of all po- 
litiical prisoners. 

2. The abrogation of seve- 
ral restrictive laws and t'.'.i 
annulment of the internmen. 
warrants. 

3. The return to India of all 
litical prisoners. 



Coddling the Pirates 

In spite of two notes cf 
the British Government to 
Franco, demanding the release 
of the British cargo ship “Mon- 
ton”, and of its crew, and also 
for indemnity for damages suf- 
fered by the ship or by its 
crew, Franco finds it conve- 
nient to sulk in complete si- 
lence. The fascists also claim 
that the “British Corporal" 
and other ships lately bom- 
barded by fascist aviation we 
re the victims of “Red" planes. 
This in spite of sworn state- 
ments by Danish control ob- 
servers who witnessed the 
bimbardment and declared that 
the planes were Italian. 



cannot be of use in the front 
can we convince him to stay 
in the rear. Then he asks for 
work that will aid in the strug- 
gle. The spirit of the soldiers 
in the hospitals, as we see it, 
is so superb that we cannot 
see how an army of this natu- 
re can be defeated. With the 
progress of time, the hatred 
toward the fascists increas- 
es so intensely, that they will 
never be satisfied until the 
fascists are completely defea- 
ted. 
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MODERN "REFUGIOS" FOR PEOPLE OF VALENCIA 



Valencia is unpleasantly near 
the Fascist air bases in the 
Balearic islands. But exposed 
to both air and sea attack it 
was first shelled from the sea 
by the rebel cruisers "Baleares” 
and "Canarias” and sometimes 
by night by ships of unknown 
nationality which stole up, pop- 
ped a few shells cf Italian ma- 
nufacture into the town, and 
then made off. The first bom- 
bardments were in February 
but in anticipation of them the 
municipal authorities had orde- 
red the construction of bomb- 
proof shelters throughout the 
city and harbour district. The- 
se were already under way but 




after the bombardments the 
work was speeded up and ra- 
pidly brought to completion. At 
that time our only protection 
was a Government gunboat in 
the port — now there are not 
only the anti-aircraft batteries 
on the roofs which make an 
imposing and reassuring noise 
as soon as the sirens sound but 
the “refugioe” as they are ca- 
lled in Spanish. 




The Ministry of Public Works height of 750 meters or mere, 
supplied all the material nee- will not penetrate such a rc:f. 
ded, the technical direction The average “refugio” can 
being undertaken by the City hold 500 to 700 people. One 

Hall. The materials used are has a capacity of 1,100 people, 
steel, reinforced concrete, and They are equipped with ccm- 
layers of earth. Pedros, the fortable benches, electric fans, 




"Funny stink in Room 402, isn’t 
there, Conchitn!" 

"Oh, that’s the room Franco slept 
in one night six years ago!" 



official architect of the muni- 
cipality, was put in charge of 
the work. After careful study 
he designed two mode s; one 
with a flat roof, well l ■unfor- 
ced with steel girders; at ' the 
other with a vaulted roefe The 
advantage of the first is that 
it does not require as strong 
a foundation as the other type 
but the second model dees not 
need as much steel in its ctns- 
truction. Both are equally 
strong. Pedros states that 
even a 500 kilogram bomb (the 
largest used by the Fascisv. 
aviation) dropped from t 



nmning water, toilets, first aid 
kits, etc., so that even a so- 
journ of several hours in them 
is no great hardship. There arc 
two doors to facilitate entran- 
ce and they are kept scrupu- 
lously clean. There are now 41 
“refugios” completed or n:ar 
comp'etion in Valencia and its 
pert, duly posted with signs to 
indicate their whereabouts, 4o 
that most people can find cr.e 
quickly not too far from their 
hemes. Plans for the construc- 
tion of more are under way so 
that the entire population can 
be accomodated if necessary. 



It is curious to observe the 
care with which buildings desti- 
ned to such a grim purpose ha- 
ve been decorated. One would 
expect them to be grey and for- 
bidding tut on the contrary 
they have quite an inviting ap- 
pearance. The "Valencianos” 
have softened their s: verity by 
designing them in the modem 
style and painting them with 
bright colours inside and out, 
red, white, green, and blue. The 
floors are covered with shining 
tiles. Some of the guards atta- 
ched to the shelters have even 
placed pots of flowers in tht 
doorway. 




WHO DID IT? 

Valencia, August 25. — We ar 
informed from Gibraltar tha 
to celehrate the anniversary a 
the rebellion in La Lines dc 1 
Concepcion a large monarch! 
cal flag was displayed on on 
of the most central building! 
After a short time it myst« 
riously disappeared and a r« 
publican one appeared in il 
place. 




The Blnck Hat: “ Goddumit , he 
many times do I have to tell y< 
I don’t wanna hear about fun 
shed rooms for rent, all mode 
conveniences and hot runni- 
water r 
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The recruiting of the 1937 
draft is to begin shortly, and 
then the new soldiers will be 
sent to all Brigades. 

The General Coiri-nissariat 
orders the Commissars of all 
ranks to begin immediately the 
preparatory work for the re- 
ception of the new recruits, 
and to lay the groundwork for 
the organisation of good poli- 
tical work among them. 

In particular all Commissars 
are required to take the fo- 
llowing steps: 

1. To organise a reception 
for the new recruits on the 
day of their arrival, and in 
addition to arrange a series 




of meetings in the Battalions 
and Companies between the 
.soldiers and the newcomers. 
The new recruits should beco- 
me familiar with the Brigade’s 
tradition of struggle and with 
the tasks of the People’s Ar- 
my. 

2. During the first days 
after the recruits’ arrival, the 
Battalion Commissars should 
deliver talks ill which the fo- 



llowing qu"*‘ons will be ex- 
plained: 

(a) Why is the Govern- 
ment's People’s Army fight- 
ing? 

(b) Why are the generals 
and the rebel insurgents hga- 
inst the Government? 

(c) Why are the peasants 
interested in the victory of the 
People's Front ? 

(d) Why are the workers 




defending the Republic against 
Fascism ? 

(e) Why is our war a war 
of national independence ? 

(f) At the same time new 
soldiers should become fami- 
liar with the organisation of 
the People’s Army and should 
understand why iron discipline 
and a good military training 
are necessary, and how the po- 
litical and cultural work is or- 
ganised in the Army. 

3. From the first day of the 
arrival of the recruits the Bri- 
gade and Battalion Commiss- 
ars, with the help of the Com- 
pany Political Delegates, 
should carefully study the 



composition of the new re- 
cruits to discover all the Fas- 
cist elements which may ha- 
re penetrated into the ranks 
of the Army. It will be neces- 
sary to separate all these hos- 
tile elements from the units. 

A It will be necessary to 
make a list of all those re- 
cruits who are illiterate so 
that classes can be organised 
for them. 

5. It will be necessary to 
arrange for the co-operation 
of the recruits in the produc- 
tion of the wall newspapers 
and the Brigade newspapers, 
and the same time they will 
also send their corresponden- 
ce to “Vanguardia”. 

6. The Commisars at the 




fronts, of the Army Corps, and 
Divisions, must constantly su- 
pervise the political work 
among the recruits and syste- 
matically inform the General 
Commissariat of the results of 
this work. 

Front VA NGI'ARIM A 
Official Organ of the 
War Commissariat. 



No Sea-bathing, 
Orders Gen. Franco 

Gibraltar, August 27. — The 
number of refugees from the 
rebel zone is continually on the 
increase. More than a hundred 
have come over in the past 
week, many cf them swimming 
across the tay of Algeciras, 
who tell of the crimes commit- 
ted in rebel territory. On ac- 
count of these numerous esca- 
pes the Franco "authorities" 
have prohibited sea bathing. 



C. I. O. SIGNS UP 48 CAB 
OPERATORS IN NEW- YORK 
CITY 

Shorter hours, c osed shop 
and minimum wage guarantees 
were won for 10,000 cab dri- 
vers in New York City by the 
Transport Workers Union, a 
C. I. O. affiliate. The drivers 
also won a yearly vacation 
with pay of 25 dollars. 




N. Y. SHOE WORKERS VO- 
TE FOR CIO 

The workers in 91 shoe fac- 
tories in Greater New-York 
voted for the C. I. O. as their 
official collective bargaining 
agency against the A. F. of 
L. by a vote of 6.802 to 690. 
The vote will affect 10.000 
workers of the shoe industry 
in New York city. Only two 
shops remain under the juris- 
dition of the A. F. of L. in- 
volving a total of 85 workers. 
In one of the shops the ma- 
jority against the C. I. O. was 
so small that an appeal will 
be taken. 
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ENGLISH BASE HOSPITAL 
GETS ITS OWN FARM 



Valencia (August 26).— The 
new English base hospital 
behind the Center front is 
setting up its own farm. They 
already possess a. flock of 
sheep and five pigs. With a 
minimum of one hundred and 
fifty patients, and a domestic 
and medical staff to corres- 
pond, they find this more eco- 
nomical than buying meat dai- 
ly. They hope to enlarge the 
farm within the next week. 

As another step towards solv- 
ing the foed problem a sjst.o 



care of the wounded and gene- 
ral work is being held up. Of 
course things are better than 
they were. We started work 
cn this hospital with a trans- 
port section consisting of one 
small donkey. But we are stBl 
in urgent need of ambulances 
and trucks. Transport comes 
first on the list of things ne- 
eded that we have sent to~lhe 
Spanish Medical Committee 
in London. After that we have 
asked for clothes for the woun- 
ded, a new set of surgical inc- 





Goebbels. Nazi Loud-Speaker. 



of barter has been started in 
the village. The English, well- 
supplied with sugar and dried 
beans, barter these in the 
village for all necessary fresh 
food, such as eggs and milk. 

Developments in the hospital 
itself go on everyday. There is 
now an isolation wing, with its 
own kitchen, bathroom, etc. In 
addition to the X-Ray room a 
pharmacy has been installed. 
A disused building is being 



truments, sops, and cigarettes. 



“The Great MLaja Leads ITs On!” 



Figures of the Earth 



From “Campos de Soria" 



Figures of the earth ag.'irist the • k , : 

Two slow oxen patiently are plowing 
On the dry hillock, as autumn begins. 

And between the mapsivi black heads, bowed down, 
Beneath the heavy, oppressive yoke 
A basket, woven of reeds and broom, 

Hangs heavily, the cradle of the boy-child. 

And behind the slowly-moving oxen 
A man walks, bent earthward. 

And a woman scatters, in the open furrows. 

The life-giving seed. 

Beneath a cloud of scarlet and flame, 

In the fluid green and gold of the sun’s descending, 
The shadows loom like giants. 

ANTONIO MACHADO 



WON’T DO TO HURT 
THE MOORS’ FEELINGS 

Valancai, August 26. — As a 
delicate attention to the Moors 
brought to Spain by Franco 
and his generals to kill Spa- 
niards, the iconography of the 
rebel zone has suffered a cu- 
rious change. The severed 
heads of Mohammedans that 
are usually found in religious 
pictures of Saint James the 
Moorkiller under the hoofs of 
the horse ridden by the Saint 
have been painted out. Saint 
James the Moorkiller now ri- 
des a cloud instead of a pran- 
cing white horse. 



turned into a garage capable i, \ n c k i-.vut of railways 
of housing twenty-five ambu- i\ k a/ \kiist an completed 
lances. 

Of the 210 mile- railway line 
from Itubstovka to Ridder, in 
Kazakhstan, which is to be com- 
pleter in five months, 160 miles 
have already been laid. On this 
section, all the station buildings, 
pumps, power stations, clubs, 
schools and dwellings have been 
built. 

The remaining 50 miles to Rid- 
der will bo the most difficult of 
"We hope we'U have someth- ( |j nP Here a way will have :o 
ing to put in it when it's finish- ^ cu t through the northern alp- 
ed", says one of the doctors. p PS „f the Altai Mountain Range 
"Our chief trouble at the mom- and 30.000.000 cubic feet of ro< k 
ent is transport. Just now both blasted and cleared sway. 
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Madrid, September 6 - 1937 



MADRID-AFTER THREE 



YEARS 



Just a month ago I sailed 
from New York on my way 
back to Madrid, after an ab- 
sence of three long years. I've 
been asked to tell what it feels 
like to return to Spain in the 
midst of a war which is both 
a civil war and a foreign in- 
vasion. To do that let me give 
you the contrasts which have 
swarmed upon me ever since I 
rode in from Valencia ten days 
ago. 

I first came to Madrid in 
February, 1929. I was the Pa- 
ris correspondent of the New 
York Herald Tribune at that 
time. There had been an unsuc- 
cessful revolt against the mili- 
tary dictator, Primo de Rivera. 
In the next six years I visited 
Spain often — just before the 
Republic and in its early years. 
My last journalistic visit was 
to report the popular uprising 
of October, 1934. Madrid was 
under martial law. The Civil 
Guards, as nervous as a bunch 
of raw recruits, were shooting 
at shadows — including their 
own! Pedestrians walked thro- 
ugh the streets, always in the 
middle of the street, with 
their hands held above their 
heads — just so the guardians 
of the law would have no ex- 
cuse for shooting them in the 
back. Yet there was no serious 
trouble in Madrid. The people’s 
revolt against a reactionary 
anti-republican government had 
not been synchronized thro- 
ughout the country, and it> fail- 
ed here before it began. Well, 
that was the Madrid that I saw 
last. A Madrid under martial 
law — nervous, tense and 
gloomy. 

Ten days ago I came back 
to a Madrid which has had a 
powerful, mechanized army - 



By Leland Stowe 



a large part of it composed ot 
mercenaries and foreign fas- 
cists- -hammering at its gates 



for nine long months! What 
did I find? I heard the guns 
booming on the outskirts of 



CHINA TODAY 
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JAPANESE 
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JAPANESE fWI« 

USD MANCMUAUO 

NORTH CUM PW'*»| 
JAPANS 00*1. 



Japan’s march in' China: 1. Formosa ceded to Japan in 1895. 

2. Port Arthur and Kwantung Peninsula leased by Japan in 1905. 

3. Karafuto ceded to Japan in 1905 by czarist Russia. 4. Korea 
annexed by Japan in 1910. 5 Mukden seized by Japan in 1931. 
6. Shanghai bombarded by Japan in 1932. 7. Manchuria annexed 
by Japan as puppet state of “Manchukuo" in 1933. 8. Jchol 
province annexed by Manchukuo in 1933. 9. “East Hopei Autono- 
mous Anti-Comintern Government" formed by Japan in 1935. 
The present invasion by Japan seeks to conquer the North China 
provinces of Hopei and Chahar, shown by the heavy black line. 
The Hopei-Chahar Political Council was formed in 1935 compris- 
ing Hopei province, except the twenty-two provinces held by the 
East Hopei “government", and part of Chahar, except that under 
de facto Japanese control. The shaded portion shows the five 
northern provinces, Hopei, Chahar, Shantung. Suiyuan, and 
Shansi, Japan's next goaJ. 



the city, morning and night. 
But the people of Madrid were 
going about their affairs as 
calmly as if they were in St. 
Louis or San Francisco. There 
was no tenseness about the 
men and women on the streets, 
nor about the children skipping 
rope in the squares near the 
Puerta del Sol. There was no 
gloom in their faces, nor in the 
air. Why this amazing change 
in attitude ? I think the reason 
is perfectly simple. In 1934 the 
cause of the common people of 
Spain had been defeated once 
more, as on so many countless 
times before in this nation’s 
unhappy history. In August, 
1937, the common people of 
Spain have shown a strength 
unprecedented in centuries of 
unequal struggle. Today they 
know that no army of Spa- 
niards - - 1 say SpanUtrds — is 
as powerful as their own. They 
are equally confident that the 
Italian and German Fascists, 
who constitute the backbone of 
Franco’s rebel forces, cannot de- 
feat them in the end. This is 
the spirit of Madrid, the bra- 
vest city in the world. 

You will say, “Now don’t get 
emotional on us!” No, I don't 
intend to get emotional either. 
I'll simply try to give you some 
of my own experiences and ob- 
servations. First of all, there's 
a lot of talk in America and 
other foreign lands about when 
Madrid will fall. Most of it 
comes from people who know 
nothing about the Spanish peo- 
ple • and nothing about Ma- 
drid. Let me say right now that 
I’ve met a large number of fo- 
reign correspondents since I 
came here and I haven't met 
a single newspaperman who 

(Continued on page 4. 1 
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TWO ENGLISH COMRADES 
RETURN TO THE FIGHT 

FRY AND RUTHERFORD UNDAUNTED DESPITE 
LONG STAY IN FASCIST PRISION 




Children playing on the pedestal mf the statue of Dona 1‘etrsnila, 
first queen of Aragon, completely demolished by fascist shells. This 
photograph was taken directly In front the former royal palace in 
Madrid. 



SPANISH WORKERS LEARN 
MODERN PRODUCTION II 

VALENCIA (sept 2).— The 



The capture of a section of 
No. 2 Company was one of the 
severest blows suffered by the 
British- Battalion in the early 
days of the Jarama action. 




Employing the ruse of sing- 
ing the “International" and 
advancing wi h anti-fascist sa- 
lute towards our lines, the 
Moors succeeded in cutting off 
some 30 or 40 of our comra- 
des, including comrades Fry 
and Kenton, the company 
Commander and Political Com- 
missar respectively. 

The fate of these comrades 
was for long a matter of deep 
concern to us, and the anxiety 
was not lessened by press re- 
ports received later, to the 
effect that while seme of the 
men had been shot inmediate- 
ly in being captured, or in re- 
sisting capture, others had 
been taken to rebel territory 
and imprisoned there. What 
then were our thoughts, v » 
who know the torture and bes- 
tiality which is characteristic 
of the .fascist treatment of pri- 
soners; we who can never for- 



get the concentration camps, 
the whip, and the axe; we who 
remember Thaelmann, Prestes 
and Rakosi? 

On May 30th, twenty-three 
of those comrades arrived in 
London from the living tomb 
of fascism. They had been re- 
leased in exchange for fascists 
prisoners held in Spanish Go- 
vernment territory, and the ta- 
le of their treatment was such 
that even a reactionary Tory 
M. P. said of them “They may 
be socialists and communists, 
but no British subject can be 
permitted to be treated as they 
have been treated”. 




In prison they were practi- 
cally left to starve. Their 
wounds were unattended. They 
slept on the ground without 
straw or covering. The sanita- 
ry arrangements were the 
most primitive, and during all 
the months of their confine- 
ment they had no means at 
their disposal for a proper 
wash. Almost all fell ill with 



Ministry of Education Is gi- 
ving the workers of the war 
factories the chance to increase 
their efficiency by opening In- 
tensive courses in modern me- 
thods of production. The clas- 
ses will be held in the facto- 
ries after regular working 
hours, subsidized by the Mi- 
nistry of Public Education. 
Teachers and equipment are 
furnished by the Ministry. 



fever, others contracted lung 
trouble causing the deaths often 
of their number. The health of 
some of them has been per- 
manently impaired. 

Comrades Fry and Ruther- 
ford have now returned to th 
International Brigade. Last 
week they arrived in Albacete, 
more eager and more determi- 
ned to fight against Fascism. 
Now, more clearly than ever, 
they realise the need for strug- 
le. They KNOW fascism. 

Comrade Fry was Comman- 
der of No. 2 Company and was 
captured with his section. He 
was wounded in the arm dur- 
ing the action, and his wound 
will remain a permanent ugly 
scar, due to the studied inat- 
tention of his fascist captors. 



Spanish workers have shown 
remarkable technical capacity 
under the demands of war. Ma- 
chinery has been remodelled 
to fill the necessities of war 
production. New machines ha- 
ve been devised and construc- 
ted. Engineers have been few. 
The workers have proved them- 
selves inventive and fully ca- 
pable of meeting the difficult 
war situation. 



Comrade Rutherford was the 
youngest comrade in the sec- 
tion and at the time of his 
capture was only nineteen 
years of age. He could quite 
easily have remained in Bri- 
tain, one of the heroic mem- 
bars of the British Battalion 
wiho had remained true and 
firm even in the prison of fas- 
cism. He chose to return to 
Spain, still young, but old in 
the anti-fascist struggle. 

These two comrades are an 
inspiration to us and a credit 
to the whole Inter nacional Bri- 
gade. We welcome them back 
as true and tried anti-fascist 
fighters, we welcome them as 
heroes of our glorious British 
Battalion. 




A. D. 
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ROAR, CHINA! 



Roar, China! 

Roar, old lion of the East! 

Snort tire, yellow dragon of the Orient, 

Tired at last or being bothered. 

Sinee when did you ever steal anything 
Front anybody. 

Sleepy wise old beast 
Known as the porcelain-maker, 

Known as the poem-maker. 

Known as maker of firecrackers * 

A long time sTnce you eared 
About taking other people’s lands 
Away from them. 

THEY must’ve thought you didn’t care 
About your own land either — 

So THEY came with gunboats, 

Set up Concessions, 

Zones of influence. 

International Settlements, 

Missionary houses. 

Banks, 

And Jim Crow Y. M. C. A.’s. 

THEY’ beat you with ntaluca canes 
And dared you to raise your head — 

Except to cut it off. 

Even the yellow men came 
To take what the white men 
Hadn't already taken. 

The yellow men dropped bombs on Chapei. 
The yellow men called you the same names 
The white men did: 

1)0(1 ! BOG! DOG! 

COO id E DOG! 

RED! LOUSY RED! 

RED COOLIE DOG! 

And in the end you hud no place 
To make your porcelain. 

Write your poems, 

Or shoot your firecrackers on holidays. 

In the end you had no peace 
Or calm left at all. 

PRESIDENT, KING. MIKADO 
Thought you really were a dog. 

THEY kicked your ass daily 

Yiw radiophone, via cablegram, via gunboats 




by 
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In the harbor, via malaca canes. 

THEY thought you were a tame lion. 

Sleepy, easy, tame old lion! 

Ha! Ha! 

Ha-aaa-aa-a!... Ha! 

Laugh, little coolie boy on the docks of Shanghai, laugh ! 
You’re no tame lion. 

Laugh, child slaves in the factories of the foreigners! 

You’re no tame lion. 

Laugh — and roar, China! 

Time to spit tire! 

Open your mouth, old dragon of the East, 

To swallow up the gunboats in the Y’antgse! 

Swallow up the foreign planes in your sky! 

Eat bullets, old maker of firecrackers — 

And spit out freedom In the face of your enemies. 
Break the chains of the East, little coolie boy! 
Break the chains of the East, red generals! 

Break the chains of the East, child slave in the facto- 
ries! 

Smash the iron gates of the Concessions! 

Smash the pious doors of the missionary houses! 
Smash the revolving drors of the Jim Crow Y-M.C.A.'s. 
Crush the enemies of land and bread and freedom! 
Stand up and roar, China! 

Y’ou know what you want! 

The only way to get It 
Is to take it! 

Roar, China! 



PROVOCATIONS AND PROVOCATIONS — As Seen by the Cartoonists 




>Oh— so you won’t let me in, i’ll? Joirinalist: “Now \ see what's “Quick, boys, lower the boats! Mussolini (to Japan): “So, you 
By god, I hut's provocation!" happened: the rabbit provoked Mussolini has just issued another too are going into this civilian* 

the hunter." peace message!” tion business, I se«.” 
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(Continued from page 1.) 
thinks that Madrid will ever be 
captured by a frontal attack. 
All of them are agreed that 
Madrid has been made into an 
impregnable fortress — even 
those who came here as skep- 
tics mcnths ago; some of them 
men who had no advance pre- 
judices about Republican Spain. 



BETTING ON MADRID 

I hadn’t been here long 
before I discovered why these 
veteran war correspondents are 
betting on the invincibility of 
Madrid. I wanted to see for 
myself. I remembered how of- 
ten I had come into this city 
by train. The South Express 
from Paris creeps across the 
flat Castillian plain on the final 
miles of its run. Somehow you 
get the idea that Madrid is the 
most unprotected city in the 



ment. They are about six feet 
thick and jut out from each 
side of the street. Sometimes 
the barricades leave an open- 
ing in the center, large enough 
for one auto to pass through. 
Sometimes one wing stands ten 
feet in front of the other; that 
makes an overlapping wall, 
while still leaving a passage 
for emergency traffic. The con- 
crete and stone walls are pier- 
ced with small openings for ri- 
fles. In spots they have narrow 
eyelids, three feet long, which 
will permit machine guns to 
sweep, fan-shape, the street in 
front. Only the direct hit of 
heavy artillery would have the 
slightest effect upon these bar- 
ricades — and there are triple 
rows of them on every main 
artery entering the city. In ad- 
dition, all side streets in bet- 
ween them are walled off — 
miles and miles of barricades. 
This is how Madrid had been 





I.KUSI) STOWE, ace foreign 
rorre-jmiident ol tke New York 
Heruld-TrihuDC and winner of the 
rulitzer rriic for Journalism, 
who recently spent some time in 
Madrid. 



transformed into the most for- 
midable walled city of modem 
times. It is the first metropoli- 
tan Verdum in history. And 
though I had neglected to no- 
tice it on my past visits, this 
city of unconquerable will ac- 
tually stands on rising grounds. 
This is why I say that if Fran- 
co had an army cf one million 
men I still do not believe that 
he could break through the bar- 
ricades of Madrid. And this is 
why the Madrilenos confidently 
declare that Madrid will be the 
graveyard of Fascist foreign 
aggression. 



world. All last winter, back 
home, I read about the miracu- 
lous defense of Madrid, and 
wondered how it could possibi- 
ly have been achieved.- Now I 
know how it was done. I've 
discovered the street barricades 
of this amazing city, and I've 
examined them for myself. 

Start from the Gran Via 
Madrid's Broadway and walk 
north, west or south. Within 
five minutes' walk, you will 
come upon the first barricades. 
They are six or eight feet high; 
made of cobblestones and ce- 



ST11EET BAlt KH’ADES IN MADRID 



UNIVERSITY CITY 

Yesterday I walked for two 
hours through the trenches of 
University City. Like so many 
parts of Madrid, University 
City has its personal ghost for 
me. The last time I visited that 
wide, sloping campus, with its 
great, modern college buildings, 
was in February, 1931. And 
the ghost that I met yesterday 
was the ghost of Alfonso XIII, 
the last of the Bourbon kings 
of Spain. For on that February 
day six years ago Jay Allen, 
of the "Chicago Tribune", and 
myself had the last interview 
that Alfonso ever gave as king 
of Spain. And when he gave 
it both Allen and 1 were con- 
vinced that Alfonso’s crown 
was tottering over his left ear. 
Just six weeks later it crashed 
to the ground and Alfonso went 
out as the republic of great 
hopes and mortal enemies 
came in. 

I thought of all that as I 
walked through the clean, deep 
trenches of University City 
yesterday. I thought of that 
as I looked at the ruined hulk 
of the College of Philosophy, 
tom and twisted by a Fascist 
general who claims to be figh- 
ting for civilization. Alfonso’s 
reign had left 45 percent of 
28,000,000 Spaniards unable to 
read and write— but he was 
proud of this show-place uni- 
versity, built for the lucky few. 
My guide was a Madrileno who 
had been a pharmacist before 
he was sent into the' front li- 
nes with four cartridges in his 
pocket to save the republic. 
Without thinking I remarked, 
“Well, at least Alfonso built 
some good forts for the defen- 
ders of democracy, even if he 
didn't know it.” Like a flash 
came Rodrigo's reply: “No, no. 
Alfonso didn’t build this uni- 
versity", he said. “We paid for 
it and we built it — the people 
of Spain.” I didn't have any 
answer for Rodrigo. As an 
American, what do you think? 
Who paid for University City? 
To me it seems clear enough — 
the same people who are de- 
fending it today. But Rodrigo 
wasn’t finished. He went on, 
and there was bitterness in his 






voice. “The Fascists didn't ha- of the rebel leader, General left of it — a chapel in which 

ve to come this way. We didn't Franco. Some say that the Du- the dukes of Alba have wor- 

want the university to be har- ke has given considerable of shipped for hundreds of years, 

med. What could we do?” his wealth to supply the re- Two walls collapsed, but by a 

This morning I took another bels with airplanes, guns and miracle the chapel's rare pain- 

walk. I wanted to see what was bombs. If that’s true there’s tings escaped. Now the walls 

left of the home of a very fa- plenty of irony in this story. have been rebuilt and the re- 

mous Spanish nobleman I had Last winter Franco's aviators piiblirini government has built 

once met at the Hotel Ritz in dumped hundreds of pounds of a temporary roof to protect 

Paris. The world knows himi as inflammable bombs upon the the chapel which the Duke of 

the Duke of Alba. I remember Duke’s palace— and the Ropu- Albr. s hired mercenaries des- 

very plainly my impression of blican Spaniards, whom the troyed. Everything in this on- 

that carefree playboy with the Duke despises, fought valiantly oe magnificent palace is now 
polished manners and the too- to save his priceless art trca- devastation and horror. I stood 

charming smile. To me he loo- sures from destruction. They there and sought to control the 

ked like the Duke of Nothing- saved a small part of their.t indignation that swelled up in- 
at-All. But he had inherited ri- but today the Palacio de Le- side me. At my side stood a 

ches in land and art that were ria stands, a burned-out hi- Spanish workman, one of the 

fabulous, and among them one deous shell, in the lovely green two guardians of the ruins. "It 

of the largest and most beau- gardens which surround it. is criminal”, he said ... That 

tiful palaces in all Madrid. This Heaps of refuse and wreckage was all. Later he told me how 

is the Palacio de Leria and it are piled up thirty feet high on the government had placed in 

was this palace that I went to three sides. The roof and the safe-keeping all the ancient ta- 

see. I went alone; without a upper three stories of a palace pestries. paintings and statua- 

guide s~ unannounced. with more than 100 rooms ha- ry that could be salvaged from 

The ke of Alba, like vir- ve been completely destroyed. the ruins. Before I left I asked 

tually all of Spain’s titled no- On the second floor I found the guard to what political par- 

bility, is an ardent supporter the private chapel what is ty he belonged. “I am a Socia- 




list”, he said. ...And in rebel 
Spain Franco claims that an- 
yone who is a Socialist is a 
terrorist and a Red, deserving 
to be shot. I am only reporting 
what I have seen with my own 
eyes. 

SHIRT-SLEEVE GENERALS 

And when I report what I 
have seen, on this return to 
Republican Spain, I must tell 
you about the young generals 
who are making history in the 
Loyalist army. Back home we 
hear surprisingly little about 
them — but they are the Was- 
hingtons, the Anthony Waynes 
and the Ethan Allens of the 
Spanish war. The Loyalist ar- 
my has at least half a. dozen 
men who already have won 
great fame among their sol- 
diers and the people here. 
Thursday I lunched with one 
of them -Colonel Antonio Or- 
tega, commander of the Sixth 
Army Corps and the recent 
substitute for General Miaja as 
ccmmander-in-chief of the Cen- 
tral Army. A few days earlier 
I met another — a former quar- 
ryman named Lister -a bold, 
two-fisted fighter who com- 
mands the 11th Division in 
addition to the.'- . ro is Cam- 
pesino, a peasant who began 
the war as a private and is now 
one of the most formidable 
commanders in all Spain. The- 
re is Modesto, also the son of 
peasants, a novice at arms one 
year ago and today comman- 
der of the 5th Army Corps on 



Seelies of Oestnielfou in Madrid after a parlietlla r> heavy faselst liomliurdmerit 
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the Madrid front. There is Du- 
ran, one of the most gifted 
composers of music in Europe 
— now a brilliant officer and 
leader of men... Lister, Cam- 
pesino, Modesto, Duran — they 
are all in th»ir early thirties 
and all warriors who sprang 
from the people themselves. 
They are the shirt-sleeve gene- 
rals of Republican Spain. 

' Pew things can be more dra- 
matic than the stories of these 
young giants of Spain’s peo- 
ple’s army. I should like to tell 
you more — much more — but 
space will not permit it. I want 
merely to give you a hint of 
the determination which brist- 
les In every fibre of these 
shirt-sleeve heroes of a cause 
which the world said long ago 
was lost — and they say is al- 
ready assured of victory. One 
and all they say — simply, sin- 
cerely, factually — “We shall 
win the war! — It 
but we will win!” They say it, 
as Washington said it at Val- 
ley Forge. I, for one, believe 
they cannot be beaten. 

LIKE OUR REVOLUTION 

And there’s one more paral- 
lel between the battle of repu- 
blican Spain and our own war 
for independence. Like -our own 
Revolutionary leaders, the Lo- 
yalists have had to make an 
army out of untrained men — 
and they have done it. Like 
ourselves in 1776, the Spanish 
republicans have had to deve- 
lop great military leaders out 
of farmers, workers and hither- 
to unknown civilians. They ha- 
ve done that, too. And just as 
Washington’s ragged Continen- 
tals were opposed by professio- 
nal soldiers — and by Hessian 
mercenaries — so the Loyalists 
are opposed by experienced ar- 
my officers and by imported 
foreign Fascists. Like the sol- 
diers of the American revolu- 
tion, the soldiers of republican 
Spain refuse to believe in any- 
thing but victory. And like our 
founders of the American re- 
public, they are fighting for 



WAN TED 

Photographs of Our Dead Comrades. 

The English, American and Canadian commis- 
sariat and The Volunteer for Liberty have under 
consideration the issuance of postcards in me- 
mory and honor of onr dead comrades. In order 
to do this it is necessary for us to acquire a 
collection of photos of these comrades. 

We know that many comrades have photo- 
graphs as personal souvenirs of those who have 
fallen, and we appeal to them to lend them to 
us for this purpose. All photographs will surely 
be returned as scon as reproductions are made. 
Please send all photographs to: 

THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 

S. R. I. Plaza del Altozano 63 E. Albacete. 



LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

A New Film 
About Spain. 

Dear S. For the past many 
weeks I have strongly felt that 
I was with you In Spain. I’ve 
been working 15 and 16 hours 
a -day, sometimes more, with 
P. on a Spanish film which we 
have called "Heart of Spain”. 
As you know, X brought back 
material on the work of the 
blood transfusion institute... 
Weil, after a long time during 
which the first draft of the 
commentary and the musical 
score were worked out, and we 
all spent two solid nights un- 
til dawn revising the commen- 



the right of their own people 
to govern themselves. 

Do not think that such a cau- 
se is lost. The Spanish people 
have found their Washingtons 
and their Ethan Allens and 
their Anthony Waynes. . The 
Spanish people have just be- 
gun to fight. You cannot know 
Spain — know its people and 
its history — without reaching 
one profound conviction. If 
Washington was right in 1776, 
then Rapttolican Spain is right 
today. 



tary and preparing the record- 
ing of the voice, music and 
sound effects, and got perhaps 
12 hours of sleep in 6 days — 
after this week we finally em- 
erged with a film... And after 
all thin work and worry it's 



really something to be happy 
about... 

Everyone who has seen the 
film has felt tremendously tom 
and moved, and ready to do 
whatever they can for Spain. 
P. F., who reads the Sun and 
the Herald-Tribune, saw the 
film this afternoon and imme- 
diately wrote out a check for 
the American Medical Bureau. 
At the first small showing, 
when the film ended the 40 or 
so people in the projection 
room sat quiet for a full two 
minutes and then applauded 
loudly. A very well-known film 
star saw it today and said she 
was never so disturbed and 
moved by a film. So you see. 
when this film goes out, it 
should do a lot of good in the 
world... 

Salud. 

L. 

Aug. 2, 1937. 




Transport Workers 
On the March. 

Dear R. Right here in my 
union, the Transport Workers 
Union (where, as I wrote you, 
I’ve been working since you 
went away), the overwhelm- 
ing march of the C. I. O. is 
evident every day. I enclose 
a calendar of achievements of 




our union — all of them won 
without a single strike action— 
although we are faced now 
with the toughest and most 
notorious anti-union corpora- 
tion, the B. M. T. Despite a 
collective bargaining election 
held two weeks ago under the 
supervision of the State La- 
bor Relations Board, which we 
won by 75 per cent (the usual 
percentage for the union has 
been much higher), the B.M.T. 
is trying to enforce “contracts” 
which they had obtained by 
the company union in force till 
we cMts in. If they try to 
keep these so-called contracts, 
which are now illegal, there 
may be big things happening 
On the day before the election, 
the B. M. T. spent thousands 
of dollars for a full page ad 
in all the city newspapers; 
and later the election, Menden, 
president of the B. M. T., had 
the temerity to write to John 
L. Lewis, asking that Lewis 
and the C. I. O. compel the 
Transport Workers Union to 
recognize the “contracts”! 

Nationally the C. I. O. is 
making great headway, 
t'.icugh not without struggle 
and bitter fights. The big bos- 
ses are not missing a single 
trick. Many workers have lost 
their lives, shot down without 
a single chance — - but that 
hasn’t stopped us from fight- 
ing for our right to organize 
in unions of our own choice.. 

M. 

Aug. 11, 1937. 
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SOVIET EXPERT ANALYZES MILITARY ACTIONS 
IN THE NORTH AND ON THE ARAGON FRONT 



By GOIUBIEV 

/ * • • 4 $?. 




HEIXIIITE - NOW IN bOVliHMKNT HANDS 



"The offensive in the north”, 
writes the Soviet military expert 
Golubiev, in a recent issue of Jz- 
vontia, "marko a considerable 
change in the strategic plans of 
the rebels." 

Golubiev analyses the recent mi- 
litary operations In Spain as 
follows : 

“Until now, the rebels have con- 
fined themselves to attempts to 
inflict a decisive defeat on the Re- 
public cm the Center Front, and 
thus to finish the war in the shor- 
test possible time. Their offensive 
an the Northern Front and their 
passivity on the Center Front si- 
gnify the desire of the rebel mili- 
tary command first of all to win 
successes on the secondary fronts; 
and then, only after having ga- 
thered together all its forces, to 
attempt to launch an offensive on 
the principal front. 

"As far back as January and 
February of this year, German 
fascism considered this strategy 
to be the only one suitable to 
Franco. If it was not applied un- 
til the end of March, it was only 
because the Italian generals con- 
sidered the taking of Madrid to 
he as easy as that of Malaga. The 
defeat of Guadalajara, however, 
weakened the confidence of the 
Italian generals, and forced them 
to accept the German plan. The 
offemave of the rebels and inva- 
ders on the Northern Front can 
now be divided into three periods. 

THREE PERIODS 

'The first period began with 
the offensive of March 31st, con- 
tinuing until April 30th. The se- 
cond lasted from the last ten days 
in April until July. The last period 
began in August. During the first 
period the rebel Spanish troops 



played the principal part. In the 
second and third periods the ac- 
tion was carried out almost enti- 
rely by regular divisions and re- 
giments of Italian troops, streng- 
thened by German technique. 

"As the invaders and rebels had 
to weaken their activity on the 
Northern Front because of the ac- 
tivity on the Madrid sector, the 
Government command took ad- 
vantage of this to reorganize its 
units and to strengthen its defen- 
ses. But the time which the go- 
vernment command had at its dis- 
posal for this work was extremely 
limited; and a new offensive of 
Italian and rebel troops was laun- 
ched before the loyal forces in the 
north had time to complete the 
job of putting these measures in- 
to effect. 

"The total effective force of the 



Italians and rebels concentrated 
for the offensive against Santan- 
der was from 50,000 to 60,000 men 
(among whom at least 40,000 or 
45,000 were Italians), about 100 
tanks, and from 250 to 300 can- 
non. The success of these Italian 
and rebel troops is certainly of 
great importance for the Northern 
Front of Republican Spain. But 
this does not mean that the war 
will end In favor of the rebels 
and invaders — far from it. This 
success is the result of the unequal 
effort of the forces of the regu- 
lar Republican army on the diffe- 
rent fronts. The Northern Front, 
where there was great backward- 
ness in upplyin;, the principles 
of regular military organization 
and formation, was one of the 
weak points in this respect. 

"Another weak point for the 



Republican airny for a considera- 
ble time was the Eastern Front 
(Aragon), where the organization 
of regular troops met with strong 
opposition on the part of incoo- 
t Tollable and Trotskyist elements. 
But the latest events on this front 
show that these defects are ra- 
pidly on the way toward being 
overcome. At the moment when 
Republican Santander found itself 
in a critical situation, the Eastern 
(Aragon) Front carried out a 
great offensive action. 

GREAT SUCCESSES 

"The first days of this action 
have given the government troops 
great successes, which compensa- 
te in a large measure for the fai- 
lures in the Santander sector. 

"The center of gravity of the 
Spanish struggle still continues to 
be the Madrid front, which has 
so far shown itselt to bo un- 
conquerable by the rebels and fo- 
reign invaders. In the July battles, 
great, capacity was shown in lar- 
ge scale offensive actions. Now 
the Aragon front, ever more acti- 
ve and disposing of a powerful 
fighting base, is helping the Cen- 
tre 1 Front. Tire coordinated actions 
of ttie government troops of the 
Central and Aragon fronts makes 
it permAssable not only to reduce 
lire success obtained by the rebels 
in the North to zero, but to affirm 
that Republican Spain will he com- 
pletely victorious. 

"Independently of its final re- 
sult the offensive of the Republi- 
can troops on the eastern front Is 
of very great importance. 

"The strength of the Madrid 
front does n 't rest only in the fact 
that the best military units are to 

" I*''—*" 
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LETTERS 

from 

HOME 

Government Unions 
Still Going Strong. 

Dear F: It's hot as holl here 
in Washington, but working In a 
coolish apartment is different from 
ligging dirt 200 yards from the 
fascist lines... News from Spain 
comes to this city in spasms. Chi- 
na has more of American invested 




capital, it. appears, and. the news- 
papers .are frothing., at the mouth 
nworcthe war : in>tbe. East. A dam- 
uediUnportaBt spot to, be sure, but 
not so.. important. a.-f td keep All. 
Spanish news,, from us. Of course, 
wu. £ct «ur r, ,KirU. And our ener- 
gy . for,, raising -money. cte.,. stays 
apace.., ., .oiu-Ai:-, • 

People in town are worried 
about S. and B... Haven’t heard 
from them for. weeks. Maybe you 
can help us with a bit of informa- 
tion on thehtjrivhereabouts. Also 
about B. S. * 

The government unions are still 
going strong. Over thirty locals 
have been chartered by the Uni- 
ted Federal Workers of America, 
and more are on the way. Another 
group — over 5.000 strong — may 
come in en masse. Which will help 
a great deal. 

As for us here, our Union work 
continues full force during the 
summer months. I’m unemployed, 
but am putting my time to good 
advantage. It seems everybody 
hears T’m not working, hence I 
can help do this. that, and the 



other thing. They’re running me 
ragged, but it’s the stuff that 
keeps me going. And there’s so 
much work to be done that one 
almost gets discouraged and falls 
all over himself trying to double 
the pace. But it all works out so- 
mehow, and progress is made. . 
Send us a couple of wbrds now 
and then. 

Your pal, L. August 19, 1937. 

Learning to Fight With 
Other Workers. 

Dear L: I have been at home fi- 
ve weeks now, and as a matter 
of fact have enjoyed this first va- 
cation in a long time immensely. 
Next week, however, I expect to 
get some definitive word e to my 
chances for reinstatement in the 
W. P. A. I have brought my case 
before the City Projects Council, 
of which I am an individual mem- 
ber, and they have appealed it to 
W. P. A. What a feeling of gra- 
tification I felt when, upon wal- 
king into the union, I could feel 
that all these people were for me, 
that they would help me. Quite a 
different feeling, I assure you. 
from the one I experienced when 




I ran around to all the big shots 
of my department and asked them 
to help me. There I received only 
kind words and kind wishes, but 
no tangible aid This is my first 
personal experience with unions, 
and it fills me with a sense of po- 
wer and pride to realize what 
working people can accomplish 
when joined tokether with others 
to fight for a common interest... 

H. August 20, 1937. 



FRIENDS 

On August 26th, the British 
Ambassador to China, Sir Hugh 
Knatchbull-Hugesson, was moto- 
ring from Nanking to Shanghai, 
when his car was attacked by 
two Japanese aeroplanes, which 
raked the car with machine-gun 
fire and seriously wounded the 
Ambassador. The British Govern- 
ment subsequently sent a blunt 
note to the Japanese Government, 
of which the following is an ex- 
tract. 

“His Majesty's Government feel 
that they must take this oppor- 
tunity to emphasise the wider sig- 
nificance of this event. It is an 
outstanding example of the re- 
sults to he expected from indiscri- 
minate attack from the air. 

"Such events are inseperable 
from the practice, as illegal as it 
is inhuman, of failing to draw 
that clekr distinction between 
combatants and non-combatants 
in the conduct of hostilities which 
international law, no less than the 
conscience of mankind, lias always 
enjoined. 

"The fact that in the present .ba- 
se no actual state of war has been 
declared or expressly recognised 
by either party to exist emphasi- 
ses the inexcusable nature of what 
occurred.” 

All -who read this stem condem- 
nation must have gaped in asto- 
nishment. 

Could this be the same Govern- 
ment that was so blind to law and 
justice when thousands of defen- 
celess Abyssindans were slaughte- 
red by the bombs and poison gas 
of Imperial Italy? Could it be the 
same Government as that whose 
official' representative defended 
before the League of Nations the 
rape of Manchuria by Japan, the 
bombardment of Shanghai and 
the slaughter of multitudes of the 



FALL OUT 

Chinese people in 1932 ? Could this 
be the Government that in the 
teeth of the international law and 
conscience of mankind, of which 
it now talks so smoothly, allowed 
Germany and Italy to wage “tota- 




Concrete Entrenchments Captured 
at Uelchite. 



litarian” war on the Spanish peo- 
ple: that left unheard the dying 
cries of thousands upon thousands 
of women and rhildren killed by 
German and Italian bombs at Du- 
rango, Guernica and Bilbao and 
by shells from German warships 
at Almeria? 

But the British Government did 
more than express the excellent, 
but somewhat late, sentiments 
above. It presented demands It 
wants an apology, It wants the 
punishment of those responsible, 
and it wants the assurance of the 
Japanese Government that nothing 
of the sort will ever happen again. 

Why this sudden change? 

First, of course, is the fact that 
an Ambassador of the British Em- 
pire can scareely be placed in the 
same classification as those ano- 
nymous dead in Abyssinia or Chi- 
na. or the women and children of 
Spain. 

And secondly, British Capital 
has over 100.000,000 pounds in- 
vested in Shanghai alone, and Ja- 
pan’s "crusade against the com- 
munist menace” in China has dis- 
solved the hope of any profits on 
this and the other huge sums in- 
vested in China for a number of 
years, and a distinct possibility of 
the whole of this investment being 
lost for good. So perhaps we may 
be pardoned for doubting the ge- 
nuineness of the apparent change 
of heart on the part of the British 
Government. In the past, its heart 
has seldom proved as susceptible 
as Its pocket. 
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he found there, but also i n that 
this front, thanks to the efforts of 
tile parties and organisations of 
the People’s Front, has the fir- 
mest and best organised hinter- 
land. The condition of the army 
is determined by the condition of 
the hinterland The base of the 
hinterland of the eastern I Arago- 
nese) front was data Ionia, the 
most industrial and the most eco- 
nomically developed region of 
Spain. 

’’Catalonia has an industry 
which is capable, by its organisa- 
tion and management, not only of 
providing what, is needed on the 
Aragon front, but also of being a 
rich source of technical and mili- 
tary materials for other Republi- 
can fronts. The reason for the 
previous passivity on the Aragon 
fronts was the vvekness of orga- 
nisation in Catalonia, which for a 
long time did not have a discipli- 
ne firmly organised and tempered 
in the anti-fascist struggle. 

CATALONIA AS BASK 

‘'The lark of organisation in the 
Catalonian hinterland obliged tin 1 
military units on the Aragon front 
to remain inactive before the nu- 
merous rebel forces. Rut the weak- 
ness of Catalonia as the base of 
the Aragon front and the insuffi- 
cient organisation of the military 
units on this front were not only 
due to the weakness in Catalonia 
itself. They were also due to the 
fact that the rentral Spanish Go- 
vernment, led at that time by Lar- 
go Caballero, did not take the no- 
ceasary stops to help Catalonia to 
deal with the unhealthy phenome- 
na which existed there. The Cata- 
lonian situation underwent a ra- 
dical change after the Trotskyist- 
Fascist putsch in May at Barcelo- 
na. This putsch revealed to the 
eyes of the mass of the Catalo- 
nian people, in an exceptionally 
vivid way. the teal essence of fa- 
scist espionage in the drive of the 
Trotskyists and the groups of “in- 
cont rollables" whom they drew in 
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INFORMATION REPORT 



During the night of the 23-24 of August began 
our offensive on the Aragon Front. 

Two International Brigades received the order 
to operate jointly and to take QUINTO DE 
EBRO, an exceptionally important fortified slos- 
tion dosing the Saragossa road. 

In the ifiglit, which lasted from the 24th to 
Hie 26th, both brigades fulfilled their tasks to 
perfection. 



LOSSES OF T1IE ENEMY: Mure than 1000 
prisoners and about 350 dead. 

ARMAMENT CAPTURED: Four 10.5 calibre 
guns; two damaged 7.5 guns; more than 20 auto- 
matic guns and miscellaneous material. 

OUR LOSSES: in both Brigades 260 wounded 
and 50 dead. 

The* Commanding General 

WALTER 

August 20th 1037. 

Seal of the 5th Army Corps Division B. 



IN SPAIN 

with them Into the putsch. This 
created in Catalonia a situation 
v.-hwh was favorably for the reor- 
ganisation of the whole of the Ca- 
talonian hinterland and front. 

BREAK NOW MADE 

“After the events In May the 
new Negrin Government concer- 
ned itself with this question. The 
results of its work were not long 
in making themselves felt. The 
prolonged absence of Republican 
activity on the eastern front was 
utilised by the rebel command to 
fortify the whole line of front oc- 
cupied by its troops. The first task 
of the Republican forces was to 
break the front fortified by the 
Fascist units and occupy the most 
important sectors. This break has 
been made in the taking of Bel- 
chite, which weakens the whole 
system of rebel fortifications on 
the eastern front, and to some ex- 
tent facilitates the development of 
the Republican operations against 
Zaragoza and Teruel. From the 
beginning of the offensive until 
now. the Republican units have 
advances 15 to 20 kilometres on a 
front of 80 to 100 square kilome- 
tres. We should shortly expect 
fresh activity among the Republi- 
can forces, directed in the first 
place against Zaragoza. The ta- 
king of this town after the fall of 
Belchite would mean a wide stra- 
tegic breach in the whole eastern 
front of the rebels, and would hi 
a fresh blow to their prestige. 
This explains why Italian and re- 
bel Spanish troops have been 
rushed to the eastern front. 

"Wo n- .st expect fighting during 
the coming days between the Re- 
publican troops and these reser- 
ves. Whatever the result of this 
fighting, the present Republican 
offensive shows that this fro t, 
which was one of the weakest 
Republican Spain, has moved ii o 
action. We must hope that this ti 
me the Republican command will 
take full advantage of all the pos- 
sibilities." 
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NEGROES IN 



SPAIN 



In July, on the boat with me 
coming from New York, there was 
a Negro from the far West on his 
way to Spain as a member of the 
9th Ambulance Corps of the Ame- 
rican Medical Bureau. He was one 
of a dozen in his unit of Ameri- 
can doctors, nurses, and ambulan- 
ce drivers offering their services 
to Spanish democracy. 

When I reached Barcelona a 
few weeks later, in time for my 
•first air-raid and the sound of 
bombs falling on a big city, one 
of the first people I met was a 
young Porto Rican of color acting 
as interpreter for the Loyalist 
troops. 

A few days later in Valencia, 
I came across two intelligent 
young colored men from the West 
Indies, aviators, who had come to 
give their services to the fight 
against Fascism. 

ALL- FIGHT FASCISM 

And now, in Madrid, Spain’s 
besieged capital, I’ve met wide- 
awake Negroes from various parts 
of the world — New York, our 
Middle West, the French West 
Indies, Cuba, Africa — some sta- 
tioned here, others on leave from 
their battalions — all of them 
here because they know that if 
Fascism creeps across Spain, 
across Europe, and then across 
the world, there will be no place 
left for intelligent young Negroes 
at all. In fact, no decent place for 
any Negroes — because Fascism 
preaches the creed of ftordic su- 
premancy and a world for whites 
alone. 

In Spain, there is no color pre- 
judice. Here In Madrid, heroic and 
bravest of cities, Madrid where 
the shells of Franco plow through 
the roof-tops at night, Madrid 
where you can take a street car 
to the trenches, this Madrid to 
whose defense lovers of freedom 
and democracy all over the world 
have sent food and money and 
men — here to this Madrid have 
come Negroes from ail the world 
to offer their help. 

“DELUDED MOORS" 

On the opposite side of the 
trenches with Franco, in the com- 
pany of the professional soldiers 
of Germany, and the illiterate 
troops of Italy, are the deluded 



and driven Moors of North Afri- 
ca. An oppressed colonial people 
of color being used by Fascism to 
make a colony of Spain. And they 
are being U3ed ruthlessly, without 
pity. Young boys, men from the 
desert, old men, and even women, 



compose the Moorish hordes 
brought by the reactionaries from 
Africa to Europe in their attempt 
to crush the Spanish people. 

I did not know about the Moor- 
ish women until, a few days 
ago I went to visit a prison 



hospital here in Madrid filled with 
wounded prisoners. There were 
German aviators that bombarded 
the peaceful village of Colmenar 
Viejo and machined-gunned help- 
less women as they fled along the 
road. One of these aviators spoke 
English. I asked him why he fired 
on women and children. He said 
he was a professional soldier who 
did what he was told. In another 
ward, there were Italians who join- 
eded the invasion of Spain becau- 
se they had no jobs at home. 

WHAT THEY SAID 

But of all the prisoners, I was 
most interested in the Moors, who 
are my own color. Some of them, 
convalescent, in their white wrap- 
pings and their bandages, moved 
silently like dark shadows down 
the hall. Others lay quietly suffer- 
ing in their beds. It was difficult 
to carry on any sort of conversa- 
tion with them because they spoke 
little or no Spanish. But finally, 
we came across a small boy who 
had been wounded at the battle 
of Brunete — he looked to be a 
child of ten or eleven, a bright 
smiling child who spoke some 
Spanish. 

“Where did you come from?”, 
I said. 

He named a town I could not 
understand in Morocco. 

"And how old are you?” 

"Thirteen”, he said. 

“And how did you happen to be 
fighting in Spain?” 

BRING MOORISH WOMEN 

Then I learned from this child 
that Franco had brought Moorish 
women into Spain as well as men 
— women to wash and cook for 
the troops. 

“What happened to your mo- 
ther”, I said. 

The child closed his eyes. “She 
was killed at Brunete”, he ans- 
wered slowly. 

Thus the Moors die in Spain, 
men, women, and children, vic- 
tims cf Fascism, fighting not for 
freedom - - but against freedom - 
under a banner that holds only 
tenor and segregation for all the 
darker peoples of the earth. 

A great many Negroes know 
better. Someday the Moors will 
know better, too. All the Franco's 
in the world cannot blow out the 
light of human freedom. 

LANGSTON HUGHES 




Women and Children Leaving Belehite. 



SPANISH STUDENTS PRESENT 
BANNER TO 15th BRIGADE 

The following letter has "been sent by the University Students Fe- 
deration to the 15th Brigade: 

“University Students Federation (F. U. E.). General Secretariat, Ma- 
drid. “Lagasca”. 

To the 15th International Brigade. 

Dear Comrades: 

The students of the Lagasca Institute, though feeling that this step 
only represents the smallest part of tribute which your solidarity de- 
serves, have decided to express our people's gratitude to you by un- 
dertaking the patronage of your Brigade, and to symbolise this action 
with the presentation of a banner. Although the fact that you are 
fighting by our side is a sufficient sign that the justice of our cause 
has reached the hearts of the peoples of till countries, y$>ur generous 
courage is a living example to those democracies which dose their 
eyes with indifference to the titanic struggle of a people who once 
again sire echoing the historic songs of their fight for independence. 
But today it is not easy to confine within the frontiers of one nation 
the political and social consequences of a violent convulsion, even 
though it has its origin in the treason of a few privileged military 
cliques. When the struggle ends with the victory of the- Spanish Re- 
public, those democracies will realise the beneficial repercussions of 
tliis fresh bloodshed in our history. On that day, comrades of the In- 
ternational Brigades, after a proud farewell, you will be able to re- 
turn to your own countries, offering your example, linked with all 
the bonds of brotherhood to our heroic fighters, as a damning con- 
trast to the conduct of certain others. 

When you accept our simple gift, we ask you to see in its very 
simplicity an expression of the sincerity and warmth of our friendship. 

Our union in true comradeship is the anxious desire of those who 
send you their admiration and cordial Anti-Fascist greetings. 

On behalf of the students of the Section (signed), Camilo Rodrigues- 
V abaci 10 ," 
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THE CHILDREN FROM NOVELDA 



There has been no need to teach 
them one thing; they have seen 
It with their eyes and felt it in 
their hearts: only the “best peo- 
ple" can make a career for them- 
selves. One of them says with a 
delightful Innocence : "We too 

have got a right to be engineers, 
and docters, and all the rest that’s 
wanted. That’s why I want to go 
to Russia.’’ 

* 

They were brought from No- 
velda to Valencia. The Ministry of 
Health and the Council of Social 
Assistance asked the Red Aid for 
sixty children to complete tho par- 
ties which are going to Russia and 
Mexico, above all for orphans of 
the Militia, and in any case worr 
kers’ children who could not be- 
nefit by remaining in Spain. The 
Executive Committee of Red Aid 
asked the District Committees for 
children. All the children in Spain 
would like to go on these expedi- 
tions. But it was necessary to 
chose. 

* 

The first choice was made. 
Standards and conditions were 
decided on. But the childrens’ ima- 
ginations tried to adjust themsel- 
ves to them. Six children from 
Novelda who were over the re- 
quired age (from 8 to 13 for the 
U. S. S. R., and from 5 to 13 for 



Mexico) succeeded in getting 
themselves enrolled. They came to 
Valencia. They were thinking of 
nothing but the happy hour when 
they would be able to write from 
the land of Socialism: “We are in 
the Union of Socialist Soviet Re- 
publics: we are working, study- 
ing, and when we come back to 
Spain we shall be real men.” 

* 

Then it turned out that six of 
the children were over age. They 
were told that they would have to 
go back home. An enquiry was 
made into their means, and it was 
found that they were not precisely 
necessitous cases. Nevertheless 
they had been inspired with an il- 
lusion, with the finest hope in 
their young lives. Later they 
would have to be satisfied. In the 
meanwhile they would have to go 
home. 

* 

But the children from Novelda 
not only brought desires and ima- 
ginations. They also hrought the 
spirit of rebellion. All of them 
workers’ children, brought up 
amid the silent protest of the op- 
pressed, they considered that the 
hour had come to express it. One 
day tney disappeared from the 
home they where living with other 
children A few minutes later they 



were at the Ministry asking for a 
hearing, with their political com- 
missar at their head: “We’ ve 
come to see what's happening, to 
find out why we’re not being sent 
to the Soviet Union. It’s true 
we’re thirteen, but we’re not four- 
teen yet.” 

After they had been to the Mi- 
nistry they went to Red Aid an- 
other day. We-saw them arrive in 
marching order. The leader, who 
was the tallest, had a very dis- 
satified expression and was wear- 
ing his red shirt. 

“We want to see the responsible 
person”, they said. 

"Which responsible person?” 

“The president, the secretary, 
whichever it is. But we want to 
see someone. Tell them we’re the 
boys from Novelda.” 

They made a big impression at 
the Red Aid. Ward went round all 
the offices. The typists crowded 
into the corridor to see what 
would happen. The boys came 
along very serious. They all had 
intelligent and determined faces. 
One of them was asked to come 
forward. 

“I am the commissar”, he said. 

* 

The commissar, Francisco Abat, 
was the one with the red shirt. 
He was one of the biggest and 
most resolved among them. He 



entered with all the dignity and 
firmness of a man conscious of 
his responsibility and of the jus- 
tice of his mission. 

“I’m the Commissar of the No- 
velda boys”, he., said, "And we’ve 
come to protest because we’re not 
being sent to Russia with the rest. 
Bigger ones than us are going. 
And we want to know why we’re 
not going.” 

* 

In the home they constantly re- 
sort to this comparison. Actually 
there are bigger ones than they 
going, but those are younger. The 
Novelda boys look at them with 
scorn and use them as a weapon. 
They tell us: 

“Look at that big ninny. He’s 
about two inches taller than me. 
He’s fat and flabby and no good 
for anything. What sort of an 
engineers is he going to make?” 
They all want to be engineers. 
One of them explains: 

“I want be an engineer because 
I’d like it, and because engineers 
are needed in Spain, and because 
it’s the career of the future.’’ 

“And why not a lawyer?" 

Pah -a lawyer...! No, they’d all 
laugh at me.” 

* 




SPANISH CHILDREN IN AN INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE CHILDREN’S HOME 



We try to find out their voca- 
tion. Vocation:, that romantic lie 
of bourgeois society. No - the No- 
velda boys want to be this or thav 
(engineers, pilots, doctors) because 
it is work which is going to be 
useful for the new society. We say 
to one of them : 

“Well, let’s see. A doctor's work 
is useful and humanitarian. We’re 
always going to need doctors. Why 
would you rather be a pilot?” 
And he tells us why. Since 
he began to realise what the fight- 
ing was about, he has seen that 
the piiots carry death and victory 
through the air; that the Fascist 
pilots murder our children with 
impunity, and it is the duty of 
the loyal pilots to go up and meet 
them and frustrate their crimes. 
He has heard people talk about 
the striring battles in the air bet- 
ween our chasers and the German 
and Italian chasers and trimotora. 



t 
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CHILDREN FROM NOVELDA 



and ke would Ilk* to fly In one of 
thoM little wblte birds of defence 
and liberty. 

* 

• 

Another boy has been listening 
to us very intently. His greatest 
wish is to go to the U. S. S. H. It 
was a dream which he did not 
believe tin til he found himself in 
the motor coach which brought 
him to Valencia. In order to get 
into that coach he had to subtract 
a few months from his age; now 
he is thinking of what he can do 
to get on to the boat as well. He 
heard us asking about the medical 
profession and thought: 

"If they want doctors!. 

Perhaps it was with this in 
mind that he told us he wanted to 
be a doctor. The others laughed. 
One of them remarked: 

"If somebody gets ill. you'll have 
to look after him.” 

■h 

They have all acquired a great 
ense of discipline... except when 
they are told they must go home. 
The commissar, whom' they them- 
selves elected during the journey, 
lakes care that the others behave 
themselves well, although never so 
well as the women in charge of 
the dormitories would like. Very 
seriously he tells us that he spent 
sleepless nights because a com- 
rade was ill and he had to stay by 
his bedside to tell the comrade in 
charge of the home every lime the 
patient wanted something. He 
speaks in an almost fatherly tone 
which contrasts with his size and 
his mischievous expression. And 
when Mary tries to make him 



understand the necessity of res- 
pecting the orders of superiors, *f 
being disciplined' and behaving 
like a real young soldier, he re- 
plies In a self possessed, serious 
way, attempting to refute the ar- 
guments which stand In the way 
of him going to the Soviet Union: 
“Why, exactly, do you want to 
go to the U. S. S. R.?” 

"Because the U. S. S. R. Is the 
country of today and tomorrow; 
because wben J come back to 
Spain I shall be a man and teach 
my comrades what we don't know 
now; because there are no pos- 
sibilities here.” 

* 

Another yf them, Vicente Vaillo, 
joins in the conversation. He beg- 
ins by showing us his membership 
cards of the U. G. T. the United 
Youth and the S. R. I. We say te 
him : 

“IiOok, you're already growing 
up, and in Spain too we are fight- 
ing for a society in which all chil- 
dren will have the opportunity of 
studying and “becoming men”. 
But we've got to fight to create 
this society. And I've scon boys 
like you at the front. But let’s 
suppose that there's no reason for 
boys going to the front...” 

“No, no", interrupts the boy, 
"There Isn't any reason for them 
to go to the front, while there are 
so many men hanging bout here 
wearing ties, and no one knows 
what they’re doing..." 

* 

A small boy with a quiet, intel- 
ligent face joins in. He is not one 



of those who are excluded from 
the expedition. He puts in his 
word when he thinks the moment 
is ripe. 

“I'd go to the front", he says, 
“I'd go to win the war and then 
come back to settle things with 
the men around here...” 

“Yes", we interrupt, “But the 
war isn't won only at the front. 
And what about those who have 
work to do behind the lines?” 
“I’m not talking about them?’, 
he explains “I know the war has 
to be fought behind the lines ,as 
well. But there are a lot who do 
nothing except live on the fat of 
the land like the gentlemen used 
to...” 

+ 

Those children argue like men. 
Those children want to go to Rus- 
sia. We tell them: 

"Suppose you're sent to another 
country." 

They think of France, England, 
Mexico. They also think of wait- 
ing in the homes of Red Aid until 
another expedition is organised. 

Anything except going home. 
One of them says: 

“It cost my mother tears of 
blood to let me come. And now. ” 
Rather than go home, they say, 
they will run away to the front. 
They will throw themselves out of 
the lorry, they will go here, there 
and anywhere. Already one of 
them is of stealing along to the 
quay, creeping into the boat, and 
being on his way to Russia before 
they find out..." 

LINE NOVAS 

11th April, 1937. 




Soviet Plane Which Made the Long Flight Over the North Pole. 



American Press on 
Events in China 

WASHINGTON (Aug. 20). - 
“The Washington Poat” has pu- 
blished a sharp article on Japa- 
nese aggression in China. Never 
in history, according to the article, 
has there been such open, Insoleit 
agresslve action, undertaken In 
complete defiance of wo did civili- 
zation, as the present attack by 
the Japanase on Shanghai) Japan, 
writes this paper, will never suc- 
ceed in justifying this crime. The 
majority of Americana, thq paper 
further points out, hope that the 
Japanese invaders of Shanghai 
will receive a severe set-bank and 
that the Chinese will show them- 
selves sufficiently strong to put 




an and to the present Japanese 
aggression. 

The paper points out that the 
Department of State has refrained 
from invoking the neutrality le- 
gislation and in this reflects the 
anti-Japanese sentiments of the 
American people. The American 
people don't want the government 
to take such actions as would fa- 
cilitate the Japanese efforts to 
invade and grab China. The Ame- 
rican people "know that Japan, 
six years ago, delivered a crushing 
blow against the machinery to 
maintain world peace and attemp- 
ted to destroy quite consciously 
the influence of the League of Na- 
tions; they know that Japan in 
this manner cleared the road for 
the Italian conquest of Ethiopia 
and for the present Halo-German 
intervention in Spain; they know 
that if Japanese aggression proves 
successful it will lead to other 
countries now kept in bounds 
following the example of Japan in 
other parts of the world until 
finally even the U. S. A. will be 
involved in the conflict". 
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TOWARDS A WORLD ANTI-FASCIST FRONT 

DE BROUCKERE, PRESIDENT OF SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL, VISITS SPAIN 




Comrade Cullo Showing Brouckere the Battlefields. 



On Tuesday, August 6th, Louis 
De Brouckfere, President of the 
Socialist International, spoke to 
the French troops of the 14th Bri- 
gade. 

The setting, medieval and re- 
dolent Of the old regime, re- 
miniscent of the fallen power of 
the kings and of the clergy, ad- 
ded a peculiar flavor to an event 
the Importance of which cannot 
be exaggerated. But overwhelm- 
ing the old monarchical atmos- 
phere, there was a whole repre- 




sentation of a new world, of a 
world in the making. 

In a hotel built for the comfort 
and delectation of bourgeois tou- 
riatdom attracted to the spot to- 
gape upon the many and surpris- 
ingly well kept relics of the past, 
were gathered soldiers and offi- 
cers of the International Briga- 
des, officials of the Spanish Po- 
pular Front Government officers 
of the Spanish Popular Army, re- 
presentatives of the Communist 
and of the Socialist Internationals. 
The date of the meeting, happe- 
ned to be the day on which the 
Soviet Union's note to the Italian 



Fascist Government concerning 
the sinking of Soviet Merchant 
ships was made public. And in 
that day, with the Soviet Union 
openly challenging the piratical 
government of Mussolini, the 
speech of De Brouckere took on 
added Importance. 

COMMANDER PRESIDES 

The meeting was opened with 
a brief but telling introduction by 
Commander Dumont, who stated 
plainly but forcefully that .the old 
rivalries between Communist and 
Socialist In civilian and pre-civil 
war time had transformed them- 
selves into competitions between 
them in the quality of the work 
performed. Then Bastion, poli- 
tical Commissar for the Franco- 
Belgian Battalion, took up the 
slogan originated by De Broucke- 




re Ln Belgium, "To Unite or to 
die”, and, expressing admiration 
for the slogan and for its origi- 
nator, welcomed him in the name 
of the Brigade. 



gian Socialist Party stated very 
plainly that If he did not remain 
In Spain to fight last year, when 
he came to Madrid in August, It 
was because of his advanced age 
(68), his weight, (over 250 
pounds) — De Brouckere is six feet, 
four Inches tall — and chiefly be- 
cause the present Minister of 
War, Indaleelo Prieto, asked him 
,to return to Belgium and there 
to take up the fight in behalf of 
the Spanish Popular Front Go- 
vernment. 

DE BROUCKERE’S SPEECH 

His subsequent statements fol- 
low: 

"I am in favor”, he said. "Of 
liberty, of all liberties, by which 
I mean peace and the emancipa- 
tion of the proletariat... We in 
Spain are faced with a war which 
is both one of invasion and a ci- 
vil war. The two are being 
fought simultaneously, and wha- 
tever development this war may 
have, we shall see that this two- 
fold character of the war will be- 
come general, because more and 
more we shall see that these wars 
are wars of International Fascism 
against the International Popu- 
lar forces... I have followed the 



events in Spain and everything 
which happened elsewhere as a 
consequence of Spanish events. 
I have arrived at the conclusion 
that international aid for Spain 
can be organized, because besides 
the class interests which are in 
danger today, we have also the 
national interests which must be 
defended. 

"International Fascism, which 
today is invading Spain, Is not on- 
ly the enemy and the executioner 
of the Spanish people, but is also 
the enemy of the French farmers 
and of the French small busin- 




nesmen, and of the British com- 
mercial interests... These inte- 
rests are in danger because the 
governments of these two nations 
have allowed international law to 
be flouLed with impunity. Res- 
pect for international law must 
be imposed. A Union of demo- 
cratic nations must be formed. 



The Grand Old Man of the Bel- 




De Brouckere Greeting Member* of the 14tb International Brigade, 
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All the progressive parties must 
see to it that a mobilization of 
popular opinion takes place for 
the purpose of convincing the Go- 
vernment. to take immediate and 
energetic action against fascism. 
And if these governments cannot 
be convinced to take actien, then 
this same popular opinion, mobi- 
lized on an international scale, 
must become strong enough to 
compel the Government to take 
action... 



“UNITE OK DIE” 

"We must unite or die. But 
this unification process must be 
the result of patient and careful 




LOUIS DE BROUCKFltl. 

A'ork, and not limited to the two 
political parties, which can be 
called functionalized, that is of 
the Communist and the Socialist 
Parties. This unification must 
include all the popular forces in 
the fight against fascism. This 
Union must be of an internatio- 
nal character, because the task 
is an international one.” 

Two days previously De Brouc- 
k£re spoke in Albacete. There 




in the Casa del Pueblo, De Broue- 
kfere addressed a large delegation 
of the International Brigades and 
unreservedly expressed admiration 
for the Soviet Union which alone, 
through its help, made possible 
the stemming of the. tide which 
was hurling the Spanish unarmed 
militias across Spain and to even- 
tual defeat. There in Albacete 



he developed at greater length 
the question of international as- 
sistance to Spain and against fas- 
cism as ~a whole. Pointing out 
the neglect of the League of Na- 
tion, he stated that the democra- 
tic countries (France, Great Bri- 
tain, the U. S. S. R. and the Uni- 
ted States’) will be the powers 
which will decide the final battle. 
The other nations although small 
and therefore of relative impor- 
tance, can also bring their con- 
tribution to the common fight. But 
because the United states is so far 
away, the deciding and most im- 
portant voice will be that of Great 
Britain and of France, because 
they are the ones in most imme- 
diate danger. 

We know full well, said De 
Brouckfere, that the British con- 
servative government has sympa- 
ties for Franco, but now with fas- 
cism in- its insolence sinking the 
ships of these countries, we see 
our fondest hopes being realized 
and a change of attitude of these 
countries because they cannot af- 
ford that there should be built 
over the corpse of Spain a mena- 
ce to their independence. 



United States Will Not 
Recognize “Bellige- 
rent Rights” of Franco 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (Sept. 5).— 
The Government of the United 
States has rejected the proposal 
formulated recently by Uruguay 
that the U. S. associate itself with 
the recognition of the belligerent 
lights of the Spanish rebels. 

+ 

Secretary of State Hull has de- 
clared to representatives of the 
press that on the problem of na- 
vigation in the Mediterranean, all 
that the United States could do at 
the present is to wain its ships of 
all classes that the danger on that 
sea has increased as a result < f 
recently noted incidents. 

He also stated that “the Un..el 
States has called the attention of 
"non-intervention" countries to the 
fact that North America has not 
recognized Franco’s ^rights as a 
belligerent, and that the U. S. A., 
despite the fact that it dees not 
1 aitifipate in the work of the Lon- 
'i :n Committee, follows with great 
interest and sympathy the efforts 
of the European nations to limit 
the effects of the Spanish Civil 
War”. 



INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 
HONORED IN MADRID 



The meeting held in the Monu- 
mental Theatre last. Sunday, July 
5th, took place amidst an enthu- 
siasm which showed the feelings 
of the Madrilenos towards the In- 
ternational Brigades. 

Held under the auspices of the 
Socorro Rojo Intemacional and 
for the purpose of paying homage 
to the Brigades who are now in 
the hottest and incidentally the 
most victorious fighting this war 
of liberation lias yet seen, the 
meeting was addressed by Luigi 
Gallo, Inspector General for the 
International Brigades; Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ortega; Arthur, Co- 
missar of Organization for the 
Brigades; Felix Gal&n, of the So- 
cialist Party; Osorio Tafall of the 
Left Republican Party; Isidoro 
DiSguez of the Communist Party; 
Bonnet of the International Red 
Aid of France, and Anton, Politi- 
cal Commissar for the Army of 
the Center. 

Ortega reminded the people of 
Madrid that those who make light 
of the help given by the Interna- 
tional Brigades should be remin- 
ded of the tragic days of last No- 
vember, when the fascist hordes 
were rapidly advancing towards 
Madrid, pushing on the militia who 
in spite of all their courage could 
not stem the invading tide becau- 
se of the lack of discipline and or- 
ganization in their lines. It was 
the International Brigades, said 
Ortega, who taught discipline and 
organization to the Spanish ar- 



ray by their example and courage. 

Antdn. who was not scheduled 
to speak, but did so at the insis- 
tent request of the audience, de- 
cided- to address the meeting not 
as a political Commissar but as a 
Madrilefio. And as a Madrilefio be 
opened by thanking the members 




i’olitica! Oimmissur ANTON. 



cl the International Brigades for 
the help they gave in the saving 
of Madrid. He said that Spain 
knows and never will forget the 
men of the Brigades, and conclu- 
ded with the promise that when 
Spain is freed of this invasion the 
Spanish Volunteers for Liberty 
will be going with all the others 
to Rome and to Berlin and there 
put an end to the last remnants 
of Fascist power. 




Qninto, After We Broke Through, 
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TROTSKYIST TRAITORS 



The following letter Is from a 
member of the Independent La- 
boor Forty who came to Spain as 
a volunteer In January and joined 
the P. O. V. M militia. 

* 

I was a Socialist, although I 
had not always followed a clear 
policy. It was logical, however, 
that when Fascism made Its cri- 
minal attack, on the Feople’s Re 
public of Spain, I, together with 
other Workers, should come to 
take' part in the great struggle. 

I arrived In Spain on January 
n, 1937, with a contingent of vo- 
lunteers from the British Inde- 
pendent labour Party, and I in- 
tedded to go to Madrid. But for 
reasons which I do not know, we 
stopped at the Lenin Barracks in 
Barcelona. These barracks were 
controlled by the Worker’s Party 
of Marxist Unification (P. O. 
U. M.). 

The only thing we did was to 
go on a dally march to and from 
a nearby field, which Infuriated 
the group of Englishmen, who 
were only a small minority. At 
last we went with the P. O. U. M. 
mintlo to tbe Alcublerre sector 
on the Aragon front, under the 
command of Commander Kopp. 
In this position I noticed the first 
signs that something strange was 
happening. 

FOOD SUPPLIES VANISH 

Food and other supplies were 
very scarce, and on investigating 
we discovered that although the 
mules left the base at Alcubierro 



fully loaded, by the time they rea- 
ched the front lines the best of 
everything had disappeared. Al- 
though this was proved, nothing 
was done to prevent It ana no op 
qalry was held. What was done 
with all that went astray ? I think 
this deserves an explanation. 

Every night at avout II o’clock, 
the comrades who were on guard 
heard the noise of the cart and 
saw its light. It moved up bet- 
ween our positions on the left and 
the Fascist lines. We received or- 
ders not to fire on this light and 
we were absolutely forbidden to 
waylay it or investigate the mat- 
ter. Our leaders gave usmo satis- 
factory explanation, and no one 
appeared to know anything about 
this mysterious cart, except that 
it used to enter the enemy lines 
without being fired on. 

Once daring a skirmish in tbe 
daytime we discovered, on the 
route over which the cart had 
followed, a hut which showed 
signs — cigar packets, chocolate 
wrapping, etc.— of having been oc- 
cupied regularly by the Fascists 
and their people. 

TRANSFERRED TO HUESCA 

We planned to trick their 
watchfulness at the first opportu- 
nity and follow the cart, but at 
night ail our plans were brought 
to nought, as we were transfered 
to the Huesca sector. 

And these things happened in 
the so-called Anti-Fascist Militia 
of the P. O. U. M. 

In Huesca the shortage of food 
continued. We were very badly 



off for clothes, and one day at the 
supply depot at Montflorlte, 
which was their base, I saw an 
order to deliver to us 75 sets of 
soldiers’ clothes, which were cal- 
led “fishermens’ suits” here. Dur- 
ing the weeks which followed one 
or the other of us wandered round 
the depot to grab them when they 
arrived, hut they never did arrive. 




Very soon afterwards I had evi- 
dence of the same thing at Bar- 
bastro, a town about 25 klloihetres 
further to the rear. 

SUSPICIOUS ACTIONS 

One would like to believe at 
least that the Commander was 
above alt suspicion; but Comman- 
der Kopp used to say that he had 
been in Huesca while the Fascists 
were occupying it. 

On another occasion, precisely 
a night when we were advancing, 
a patrol saw Kopp barefacedly 
jumping over the barbed wire and 



returning from the Fascist Bass. 

And from the polities! aspect 
as well, the P. O. U. M. was work- 
ing in favour of Fudsn. The 
political reports which their re- 
presentatives gave were Ml ef 
humbug and gave us cause to be- 
lieve that workers were goiag to 
be rapidly crushed in the hinter- 
land, and that a period of terror 
was being prepared. 

Various reports of bloody re- 
pression of the workers In tbe 
rear reached us from time to ti- 
me, and the reasons which were 
given to explain the shortage ef 
arms was that the Government 
was trying to annihilate the mili- 
tia of the P. O. U. M. 

DISCOVERS THE TRUTH 

If I had had a more complete 
political training, perhaps I should 
not have allowed myself to be 
drawn along by all this nonoensi- 
cal talk; but unfortunately In my 
political ignorance I let myself 
be led into the crime of joining 
in the struggle Instigated against 
the Anti-Fascist Government in 
the streets of Barcelona. 

Then I realised that the many 
rifles, machine guns and tanks, 
which we had at our disposal in 
such vast quantities in Barcelona, 
were all the arms for which we 
had longed so much at the front, 
and that the real reason for the 
shortage of arms at the front 
was this illegal arsenal of arms 
stolen by the P. O. U. M. and 
other elements. How glad I am 
that at the end of two days I 
had sufficient sense to see a little 




Pcuanl from Beichite whose Family Killed by Ihe Fascist*. 
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more clearly the criminal bu- 
siness which was being perpetra- 
ted by the P. O. IT. M. and some 
of their friends, and extricated 
myself from It without having 
stained my hands with the blood 
of the real Anti-Fascist workers. 



OPEN FRATERNIZATION 

On my return to the front I 
found open fraternisation reigned 
between the forces of the P. O. 
I'. M. and the Fascists: writing 
paper, tobacco, drinks, etc., wen- 
being exchanged. 

Our position was 150 yards 
from the Fascist trenches, and In 
spite of the fact that they were 
constantly asking us to go over 
to them, we were ordered not to 
reply to their Are. 

At that time the militia on 
the Aragon front were relieved by 
the People’s Army, and among 
the P. O. U. M. forces it was ru- 
moured that when the moment ca- 
me for our relief the order would 
be given to resist the People’s Ar-» 
my with force. 

But every day I realised more 
and more the part which the 
P. O. 17, M. was playing In fa- 
vour of Fascism, and togelher 
with my friend Arthur I asked for 
ray discharge. It is not necessary 
to give in detail all their excuses, 
except that the front was weak 
and not a single man could leave- 
which were used to explain their 
refusal. Nevertheless the P. O. 
17. M. authorities gave permission 
to an American Trotskyist, H. 
Milton, to go to Valencia, 



REFUSED TO FIGHT FRIENDS 

Arthur and myself refused to 
take up arras under the comman>< 
of the P. O. 17. M. and against 
the Spanish Government, and we 
offered to work on fortifications 
which were very necessary in our 
sector. The P. O. 17. M. answe- 
red by threatening us with pri- 
son and the firing aquad. VVe 
fled to Barbastro and hid there 
for nine days until a friend told 
us that things had been arranged 
for us. We returned to the 
front, and three weeks later we 
were relieved by the People’s Ar- 
my without any Incident. Then 
the Workers’ Party of Marxist 
Unification seemed to have a 
great deal of interest in getting 
rid of us, and gave us our dis- 
charge at once. 

And that was the end of my 
experiences In tile P. O. 17. M. mi- 



INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES 
CITED FOR TAKING QUINTO 

Following the storming of Quinto, in the Aragon offensive, the. 
15th and 11th Brigades received a telegram from General Walter, in 
Command of the 35th Division, conveying the congratulations of Ge- 
neral Pozas, Commander of the Army of the East. The telegram 
from General Walter, which is here printed in full, is in effect a cita- 
tion for bravery in action on the part of these two International Bri- 
gades: 

"The General in Command of the Army' of the F,ast, in his telegram 
of yesterday, addresses us as follows: 

“I send my most enthusiastic congratulations to all the Command- 
ers, officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers in that brave Di- 
vision, and especially to yourself and to the 11th and 15th Brigades, 
for the heroism and fighting spirit shown in the brilliant action of 
the taking of Quinto — an episode of great importance for the triumph 
of our cause which, I am sure, these forces will even surpass with new 
victories as important as this last. Forward, the 35th Division! — PO- 
ZAS. General in Command.” 

"I am very glad to add my own warmest congratulations to these, 
hoping that in the coming days the 35th Division will surpass itself, 
if possible — winning brilliant and decisive victories which are the 
motto of the glorious Army Corps to which we belong. — WALTER, 
General in Command of the 35th Division." 



REFUGEE KIDS 
GET HELP 
FROM U.S. 



VALENCIA.— The first Ameri- 
can-supported home for refugee 
children in Spain was inaugura- 
ted recently when a group of fifty 
children arrived at the Thomas 
Jefferson home in Can Toni Gros, 
Catalonia. The home, a magnifi- 
cent country villa north of Barce- 
lona in the lower Pyrenees has 
obtained the full financial support 
of the American United Youth 
Commitee for a period of at least 
one year. 

As the children arrived at their 
destination after there day’s Jour- 
ney from Madrid in one of the 
evacuation trucks of the British 
Evacuation Service, they cheered 
and sang for the young Ameri- 




litia, whose Fascist role Is seen 
clearly in the above. I must ad- 
mit that’ I needed a great deal of 
time to realise the truth, and that 
It was only external events which 
made me consider the question 
more deeply and see it in its true 
light. But I should never have 
fallen into these errors if I had 
given more attention to my poli- 
tical education. 

As I satd at the beginning, the- 
se circumstances weakened my 
faith in the socialist movement. But 
now X understand that in spite of 



these backward steps and the 
treachery of certain leaders In 
whom I had confidence at that 
time, we workers must carry on 
the struggle, and now with grea- 
ther experience, I hope to play a 
useful part in the fight against 
Fascism and the fight for Socia- 
lism. 

Long live the Republic of the 
Spanish People! 

Long live the victory of the 
workers of the world! 

Salud ! 

. 1 . A. FRAXFORR 



cans who had made possible this 
new home, safe from bombard- 
ments. The next morning they 
wrote to their parents in Madrid 
describing their new country ho- 
me. 

Most of the children have ne- 
ver lived outside Madrid. They 
soon scattered in the fields to 
watch the peasants bring in the 
harvest of wheat and potatoes. 
Many of the children were thin 
after almost nine months' siege 
in Madrid, but gained weight be- 
fore the month was over. 

The first American colony is 
under the control of the Spanish 
Ministry of Education which has 
established similar homes for al- 
most fifty thousand children from 
Madrid, Estremadura, and Mala- 
ga since the outbreak of hostilities. 
There are now almost twenty ho- 
mes supported from abroad, chie- 
fly from England, Belgium, Hol- 
land. France. Norway, Sweden, 
and America. In the United Sta- 
tes campaigns have been started 
to raise money for at least fifteen 
more homes, while Canada has 
begun to raise money to support 
five hundred children in a Cana- 
dian Children’s Colony. There arc 
already two international chil- 
dren’s villages, ip Can Toni Gros 
and Puigcr-jda, and others are 
planned. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 



Alvarez del Vayo la one of the 
most beloved men in Spain today 
as well as on* of the Host impor- 
tant As Commissar of War, his 
is the task of molding the political 
and moral character of the Popu- 
lar Army, of keeping its ideal and 
sentiments geared to those of the 
people. As former Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs, his opinions are still 
of great weight in that ministry. 
As a leading left-wing Socialist, 
previously identified with Caba- 
lleror his eloquent advocacy of the 
united party of the proletariat, 
has made him a key figure in the 
relations of the Socialist and Com- 
munist Parties. 

We caught him in between tn- 
terviewing a delegation from the 
Syndicalist Party and engagement, 
to adreas the graduates of the 
School ot the War Commissariat. 
We addressed some questions to 
Mm that we knew would interest 
the comrades in the International 
Brigades. 

UNITY ESSENTIAL 

"Unity", he declared, in answer 
to the query that came promptest 
to- our mind, "must be seen against 
a perspective of a long struggle 
before victory is dssured. This 
would not be so if the enemy were 
not supported by the fascist sta- 
tes and if the democratic powers 
were not indifferent. With this in 
mind it becomes imperative to 
have unity of the nation, and a 
united proletarian party will aid 
this. It will be a powerful party 
and thus be better able to carry 
through the will of the oountry. It 
will suppress the inevitable pola- 
rization that occurs when parties, 
in order to preserve their existen- 
ce, polemic! se against one another. 




Annlhvr Ru-uistl At roc.il, ! Thfv't e 
Stolen nur North |.olr ’ 



The masses in-Spain wanted uni- 
ty even before the outbreak of the 
rebellion. The latter has persua- 
ded the Socialist Party executive 
of the advantages of unity. The 
United Party will not be used 



against other proletarian groups, 
but will aid the harmonious wor- 
king together oi all parties and 
trade unions. I am of course for 
the unity of the U.G.T. and C.N.T.. 
but realism compels me to state 
that united action will have to 
precede the stage that the Com- 
munist and Socialist parties have 
now achieved. I think only through 
unity can Spain win the war. It is 
a demand of the war." Comrade 
del Vayo is a man of feelir.g and 
deep conviction, and it required 
no shewdn.tss on our part to dis- 
cern that unity for Comrade del 
Vayo was no opportunistic, poli- 
tical pose, but something in which 
his whole being was involved. 

IMPORTANCE STRESSED 

Comrade del Vayo's emphasis 
on unity as a pre-condition of win- 
ning the war is borne out by com- 
ments made by H. V. Kaltenborn, 
the radio commentator for the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System who 
recently visited rebel Spain. He 
was told thebe by leading fascists 
that If the war' was to be decided 
on a military basis, even their (i. 



ALVAREZ 

e. fascist) opinion was that it 
would endure for two years. But 
that fascist leaders were banking 
upon the break-up of the Popular 
Front and incidents such as v the 
uprising of May. 



And the obverse of this is what 
IS happening in the rebel rear- 
guard. Logically, Comrade del Va- 
yo pointed out, there should be a 
correspondence between rebel mi- 
litary successes in Bilbao and 
around Santander and the morale 
of the rebel forces and rearguard. 
"But here in the Commissariat of 
War we receive daily reports not 
only on the increasing number of 
desertions from Franco, but of 



DEL VAYO 

the thousands who are only wai- 
ting for au opportunity to desert. 
In the rearguard, of the fascist* 
we all know what troubles they 
are having.” Our slogan, added 
the Commissar, that ours is a war 
of national independence, has be- 
gun to have its effect upon the re- 
bel rearguard in the awakening of 
patriotic sentiment among the 
Spanish rebels. 

BASES FOR UNITY 

A corollary of unity on the Lo- 
yalist side, said del Vayo, is the 
broadening of the present base of 
the Government to include rep- 
presentation of the C.N.T. But 
tiiere can be no collaboration whe- 
re anarchist ministers give assu- 
rances Of one kind and the anar- 
chist masses act otherwise. The 
only basis for collaboration is the 
keeping of agreements. 

We asked Comrade del Vayo 
about the indictment of unifica- 
tion as just a measure whereby 
the Communist Party absorbs 
the other. He pointed out that 
the Communist Party in its letter 
to the Socialist Party, stated 
that unity should be achieved In 
such a way that no individual and 
no tendency in the Socialist Party 
should be excluded. 

The Communist Party apprecia- 
tes that the Socialist Party tb 
Spain has an enormous tradition 
behind it, and that it has nurtu- 
red many of the trade union lea- 
ders. The Communists declare that 
these trade union militants will 
form the best cadres for the Uni- 
ted Party. We must also remem- 
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ber the example of the united 
party in Catalonia where the Da- 
me Socialist was retained and 
where the two outstanding lea- 
ders, Comare ra and Vidiella, were 
members of the Socialist Party 
before unification. 



AID FROM V. S. S. It. 

We then broached a delicate 
subject, namely, those who accu- 
se the present Government of des- 
troying the gains of the July 18 
revolutionary upsurge. "I cannot 
waste any time denying assertions 
of pressure from the U.S.S.R. They 
have given us splendid aid. They 
never have tried and they know 
they cannot direct Spanish policy. 
Spain will decide for itself what 
is best for her. It would be to 
fall into demagogy to try now to 
decide how Spain Is going to be 
to morrow. I believe that the 
program of the United Party must 
be very concretely related to the 
present war and economic situa- 
tion." 

“It is Insane to say Spain is 
not going in a revolutionary di- 
rection. Only look at the coun- 
try and one can see that it is not 
the capitalist Spain of 1936. But 
we cannot allow ourselves the lu- 
xury of socio-economic experim- 
ents. The revolution Is there, but 
the first condition of vinning the 
revolution Is winning the war. If 
we do not win the war we can 
make a fine revolution on paper 
sitting .round cafe tables in 
Paris.” 



MAT REBELLION CRIMINAL 

Conseming the P. O. U. M., 
Comrade Del Vayo is awaiting 
the trial. But he asserted em- 
phatically that the May rebellion 
was criminal, and that' there can 
be no question but that the P. O. 
U. M. organ, “Batalla", openly in- 
cited to rebellion, and that the 
speches of Ntn before the upris- 
ing called for rebellion. 

The interview ended with Com- 
rade Del Vayo telling us of his 
recent visit to the Madrid front. 
"Although I spoke only of* mili- 
tary matters, It was very signifi- 
cant that I was welcomed all over 
by tremendous shouts of "Long 
Live Unity". The sildiers at the 
front feel most keenly the needs 
of war. And they reflect the ge- 
neral atmosphere behind Loyalist 
lints— UNITY.” 

■I. P. I.. 



POPULAR 

VALENCIA. — Popular Culture, 
the name of the association that 
is brightening the days of many 
wounded in the hospitals and 
bringing pleasure to thousands of 
soldiers at the front, is formed 
from an amalgamation of the cul- 
tural sections of more than nine 
other organisations. The Left Re- 
publicans, the Socialist Youth, the 
C. N. T. (the Anarchist trade union 
federation), the Spanish Federa- 
tioo of School Teachers — every 
large anti-fascist organisation is 
represented in Popular Culture. 

When the war began last July, 




Popular Culture instantly esta- 
blished a central office In Ma- 
drid, obtained the use of two 
trucks, and began its work on the 
fronts. Not the least part of this 
work has been propaganda direc- 
ted at the enemy. In the early 
days of the attacks on Madrid the 
Popular Culture truck distribut- 
ed about half a million leaflets 
giving a true account of the war 



CULTURE 

to the soldiers on the rebel side. 
This work was often carried out 
under enemy fire. 

CULTURAL TRUCK 

The next job was to equip one 
of the trucks with a machine for 
printing, a wireless set, and a 
small film projector, as well as a 




comprehensive library. With this 
equipment the truck of Popular 
Culture began its tour of the 
fronts. Since that day its work 
has grown out of recognition. In 
the place of the one small library 
it has collected many thousand 
books from which it has selected 
130.000 considered suitable for the 
soldiers and wounded. With these 
it has set up libraries in all parts 
of the fronts, in the barracks, In 
hospitals, children's homes. In ad- 
dition to this it has established 
"Corners of Culture” in many 
hospitals where books, gramopho- 




nes, and records are kept, lectures 
and film shows given, meetings 
held. A dramatic section has also 
been founded in connection with 




the "Barraca" theatre, an amateur 
travelling company directed by 
the famous poet Garcia Lorca un- 
til his death at the hands of the 
Fascists. 




NAVES ART TREASURES 

Popular Culture has done a 
great deal of work in saving the 
national trasures of Spain. It was 
instrumental In saving the books' 
from the second most valuable li- 
brary in Spain, that of the Facul- 
ty of Philosophy and Letters at 
University City, Madrid. 

In addition to the 248 libraries 
they have created, the film sho- 
ws, and other valuable works Po- 
pular Culture distributes about 
25.000 newspapers daily; gives re- 
gular radio talks for soldiers and 
patients in the hospitals; and helps 
the soldiers produce their own 
newspapers. They organised the 




Children's Exhibition of antifas- 
cist drawings, which will be 
.shown later in England and the 
United States. Their work both at 
the front and in the rear guard 
has been invaluable, and the spi- 
rit in which it is carried out is 
best expressed by their own slo- 
gan: "The rifle of today is the 
guarantee of the culture of tomo- 
rrow*’. 

M. M. 

I1IANA (U. G. T.) — Larra. ». Madrid 




Tank* Hull Toward* Mt-diaua. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING BEHIND FRANCO’S LINES? 



Young Spaniard, Captured Near Irun, 
Escapes from Fascist Lines at 
Brunete, and Answers This 
Question 



The following article ia part of 
a short-wave broadcast made to 
the United States and Canada, 
over Station E A It, on Tuesday, 
September, 7th. 

+ 

One of the big: questions In the 
minds of Americans, these days, 
is: "What is happening behind 
Franco's lines? What is happen- 
ing in the territory now held by 
the Fascists?” It is important to 
understand what occurs in the 
fascist rear, not only to possess 
an accurate picture of fascist 
strength or weakness, but also to 
know the maximum fighting po- 
wer of Republican Spain today. 
Here, in Spain, of course, we can 
observe almost at first-hand what 
occurs in fascist-held territory. 
We know how the arrogance of 
Mussolini’s officers and the domi- 
neering traits of Hitler’s officers 
and men clash even with the Span- 
ish fascists. On many occasions 
we have heard the noise of heavy 
fighting behind enemy lines. 
There have been frequent revolts 
in fascists-held territory, espe- 
cially since the powerful July of- 
fensive of our People’s Army on 
the Madrid front. And now, with 
the victorious advance of the Lo- 
yalist soldiers in Aragon, we can 
expect further, and bigger rifts, 
further rebellions within rebell- 
ions, in the fascist areas. There 
are, in addition to all of this, our 
partisan units carrying on const- 
ant and effective guerilla warfa- 
re behind enemy lines; but their 
activities, for obvious reasons, 
cannot be spoken of at present. 

If you were here in Spain to- 
day, you could check up on these 
things for yourself. A day’s ride 
from Madrid would take you to 
any of a number of fronts. There 



you would be able to hear the 
commotion of battle, the flash 
and sound of rifle- machine-gun-, 
and artillery-fire; directed not 
only against government lines but 
against some objective deep within 
fascist territory. But the fascists’ 
fighting among themselves is on- 
ly one part of the whole story. 
Most of the firing takes place 
when the people themselves rise 
in fascist territory — the people 
who have been bled by fascism 
to a greater degree than even the 
corrupt monarchy bled them; the 
people who have been victimized 
and terrorized to an even greater 



degree than were the peasants of 
16th century Spain, under the 
life-and-death power wielded by 
Philip II and his Inquisition. The- 
se people have been drained of 
their man-power and of their 
meagre possessions; boys of 15, 
16, and 17 are forced to fight 
for the fascists. And old men and 
cripples are forced to dig their 
trenches, build their fortifications. 

TWO YOUNG SOLDIERS 

Just a few days ago I sat ut 
a long table in a Madrid mansion 
now occupied by the Alliance of 



Anti-Fascist Intellectuals, listen- 
ing to the story of two young 
Spaniards who had recently esca- 
ped from the fascist lines. One, 
the older and more articulate of 
the two, is an Estramaduran, the 
other Is a Basque. Both Joined the 
government forces at the very 
beginning of the rebellion — July 
18th, 1936. BUh were attached to 
the Army of the North. Both 
fought through the heart-break- 
ing campaigns during which Ital- 
ian argis and men, and German 
planes, brutally destroyed Guer- 
nica and Durango, and captured 
Biiboa. I cannot give you their 
names; their families still live — 
if they are alive at all — in fascist 
territory. And it is needless, I 
think, to remind you that when- 
ever the fascists receive a set 
back, whether military or ver- 
bal- they carry out their repri- 
sals, like the corrupt gentlemen 
they are, on "women and children 
first”. 

I’ll call the older of the two 
young Spaniards Frank — which Is 
a fair approximation of one of 
his names. 

WOUNDED IN NORTH 

From the very start, Frank 
fought at Irun, until it was lost, 
sustaining a wound which should 
have kept him out of action for 
four months. But in half that ti- 
me, on his own insistence, he was 
back at the front, as commissar 
for supplies of his battalion. Tir- 
ing of this comparatively "safe” 
job, he returned to the ir.lant ry, 
where he was made r.irgv.'trjt 
a machine-gun company. -Vf* ‘ 
machine gunner i, fought in Bis- 
cay, at Udalta and ■ : Uiandiano, 
and in other towns against the 
fascist advance, until the 23rd of 

(.'tntinufd on p»gc 4) 




Bringing in the captured phalangists. 
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OUR SECOND VICTORIOUS OFFENSIVE 



After our offensive on the Gua- 
darrama follows our offensive on 
the Ebro before Saragossa. 

After the brilliant actions which 
•cabled us to capture Brunete and 
take by storm Villanueva de la 
Caflada, Quijoma and Villanueva 
del Pardillo, we have now carried 
out new and more brilliant actions 
on the Aragon front, which have 
brought our troops within a few 
kilometre* of Saragossa, and have 




allowed us to infiltrate a distance 
varying from 10 to 15 kilometres 
into the enemy lines and take by 
storm and hold positions which 
were deemed impregnable, such as 
Qulnto, Codo and Mediana; and to 
lay siege to Belch, t: and to force 
ft to surrender after fierce street 
fighting. 

Not a month had gone by since 
our first offensive and already 
our Army was able to launch a 
second ou a still larger scale with 
more developed and effective 
means, with troops trained and 
steeled in action, filled with en- 
thusiasm at the victories we had 
already won. 



ENEMY SUPPR1SED 

Our leaders and troops have 
carefully profited by the lessons 
of Cuadarrama in this new offen- 
sive. 

We were kble to take the ene- 
my by surprise, to disorganise 
and overthrow his system of de- 
fence in a few hours and to ob- 
tain results of vast political and 
military importance. We were able 
to do this because of the daring 
with which the plan of operations 
was drawn, up, the perfect man- 
ner in which it was carried out 
in action, and because of the he- 
roism and worth of our soldiers. 

Ail the Brigades which took 
part in this action have vied with 
one another in heroism and worth. 

The Brigades which had won 
their greatest glcry on the Ma- 
drid front have fought side by 
aide with those brave Brigades 
which for months and months 
hav* bMO defending the cauaa of 



freedom and Spanish independen- 
ce on the Aragon front. 



PERFECT UNITY 

This Aragon offensive is a 
proof of the perfect unity of pur- 
pose which exists in all the sec- 
tors of battle, among men of all 
political tendencies: the will to 
unite all the forces of the people 
in one block to crush Spanish 
and international Fascism as soon 
as possible. 

It also provides a proof of the 
wisdom and energy of the policy 
of our People’s Front Govern- 
ment, which has been able to pre- 
pare and launch this great and 
victorious offensive in such a 
short space of time, and in the 
political sphere has been able to 
bring about the conditions of or- 
ganisation and military command 




which have made this offensive 
possible. 

Without the perfect subordinat- 
ion of ail the military units to 
one central command, without 
utilising all our forces in a gene- 
ral plan which takes into account 
all the needs and possibilities of 
all the battle fronts, it would ha- 
ve been impossible to carry out 
the movements of troops and the 
concentration of forces which we- 
re necessary for the success of 
these offensives. 

This provides further confir- 
mation of the advantages and ne- 
cessity of the unity of all the for- 
ces of the people against Fascism, 
the need for a disciplined regular 
Army which organises and activi- 
ses all our forces, and for a cen- 
tral command which makes the 
best use of them and sends them 
into attack on the basis of the 
experience already gained and in 
accordance with the rules of the 
art of war. 

The decision to launch our se- 
cond offensive on the Aragon 
front was not made lightly. 

We had to attack immediately 



and resolutely on other battle 
fronts because of the need to belp 
our comrades in the North. We 
had to go to the aid of the anti- 
fascist people's forces who had ri- 
serf in violent demoetrations in 
Saragossa and the surrounding 
district against Franco’s rule. 
These factors led to the banks 
of the Ebro being chosen as the 
scene for our attacks. The vital 
significance of Saragossa and the 
whole of Aragon makes our offen- 
sive an event of first rate impor- 
tance for the whole development 
of the Spanish war. 

After the heroic defence of Ma- 
drid for which all the regions of 
Spain and all the political ten- 
dencies have given their best for- 
ces, it has been possible to make 
a concentration on the banks of 
the Ebro for this offensive and 
to prove to the whole world that 
the People’s Spain, Republican 
Spain, is united as one man and 
feels with one heart and one mind 
the cause of the wax. 

THE I. R’S ROLE 

For the Volunteers of the In- 
ternational Brigades, representing 
the world People’s Front, who ha- 
ve come to Spain with one desire 
alone: to help to defend her li- 
berty and independence, it has 
been a great honor to be able to 
take part in this Aragon offen- 
sive, where, as ever, our Internat- 
ional Brigades have written im- 
mortal pagee of heroism and dar- 
ing, such as they had already 
written on the Madrid front, the 




southern front, and the fronts of 
Teruel and Pozoblanco. 

In the assault of Qulnto, in the 
brave reeistance to the enemy 
counter-attacks at Mediana, in the 
conquest of Belchite, our Briga- 
des, together with the Spanish 
Brigades, have covered themselves 
with glory. 

What shall we say of the two 
brave Polish Battalions which pe- 
netrated into the enemy lines alo- 
ne and surprised and destroyed 



important fascist forces which 
were going to strengthen their 
weakening lines, — those two Bat- 
talions which advanced until they 
came within a few kilometres of 
S&ragoesa! 

It was a real odyssey, full of 

splendid courage, resistance to 
fatigue, initiative and capacity 
for action. 

LEADERS PRAISE MEN 

All the military leaders have 
nothing but congratulations and 
highest praise for the courage of 
our volunteers. They attacked 
positions which were considered 
impregnable in perfect order, as 
if they were “on manoevres”, I 
was told by General Walter, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Copic and Com- 
mander Richard wjio had seen 
them in action and had had the 
honor of commanding them. 

All our Brigades and every one 
of our volunteers can be proud 
of the glory won by the Internat- 
ional Brigades on the Aragon 
front. It should make all in our 
Brigades, ail our volunteers, draw 
the lessons from our last battles 
so as to do even better, winning 
new victories in the decisive bat- 
tles which are before us. 

Our victories on the Aragon 
front provide further confirmat- 
ion and proof of the lessons of 
the Guadarrama victory. 

We have all we need for victory, 
and we shall win the war. 

LUIGI GALLO 
Inspector-General of th< 
International Brigades. 



In the Rebel Zone 

They say in Gibraltar that the 
number of Spaniards who flee 
from the rebel zone to this English 
area are increasing from day to 
day so that they constitute a hous- 
ing problem. More than 500 have 
arrived in the last week in spite 
of the precautions of the rebels. 
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B R I 

In these days, when our Spanish 
comrades are paying homage to 
our International Brigade, and 
when its amazing history is being 
unfolded anew, its struggles, the 
hardships it has endured, its vic- 
tories; it is time also that we vo- 
lunteers who make up this Bri- 
gade should remember the servi- 
ce and the valor of some of the 
comrades who are still fighting at 
our side, and of the comrades who 
died in giving it its memorable 
tradition. 

Some of us are apt to forget, 
and some — especially among the 
newer recruits — are unaware of 
the difficult days that now fore- 
ver lie behind us. Today, with our 
efficient units, our modern arms, 
our trained officers, our unified 
command, it is not easy to re- 
member those other days, the 
days of confusion, of sabotage, of 
treachery; the days when our 
aeroplanes did not fill the sky, nor 
rifles fill all of our arms: the 
days when we were only begin- 
ning to forge our army, and to 
forge the men who lead it. 

Others can tell of the number- 
less, nameless French comrades 
who, in the first months of the 
revolt, poured over the border in 
their thousands and died that Fas- 
cism should not pass; of the bra- 
ve and bitter German and Italian 
anti-fascists who faced again the 
Beast of Fascism and, dying, sta- 
yed its progress. I wish to tell of 
our brave British comrades who- 
se courage and selfless sacrifice 
have been second to none among 
the anti-fascists who compose the 
International Brigades. 

SPORTSMEN ENLISTED 

In July 1936, when the fascist 
rebellion broke out a group of 
British worker sportsmen were In 
Barcelona for the Workers’ Olym- 
piad. They immediately rallied to 
the aid of their Spanish brothers 
and fought with them In the 
streets of Barcelona and in other 
parts of Catalonia. A second 
group, cycling in France at the 
time of the outbreak, immediately 
crossed the border and put their 
services at the disposal of the Go- 
vernment. Among the first group 
was Felicia Brown a London ar- 
tist, perhaps the first woman from 
another* country to die for the 
cause of Spain. f 1 

In twb months tjSne the group 
of volunteers had growl) and tbl ; 
"Tom Mann Oentaria” ‘ was rot- 



IN SPAIN 



TONS 

med. This unit carried out some 
of the most audacious coups in 
the early days, among such, an 
expedition to the Balearics, whe- 
re they fbught doggedly against 
the fascist invaders. Later, lin- 
king themselves up virlth the Ger- 
man comrades, they went into ac- 
tion on the Teruel and Madrid 
fronts, where they won the admi- 
ration of their fellow anti-fascists. 
These actions saw the death of 
some of our best comrades, typi- 
cal of such being John Comford, 
a brilliant student whose death 
was one of the severest losses to 
the British student movement in 
recent years. 

VOLUNTEERS POURED IN 

At the sa m>e time as these com- 
rades were fighting with the 
"Thaelmann Batalion" other Bri- 
tish volunteers were pouring into 
Spain. In December a British 
company of about 150 men, in- 
sufficiently armed, badly equipped, 
hurriedly trained, left Albacete 
for the Cordova front, where the 
fascist had been advancing. On a 
moving front without entrench- 
ments, their thin garments provid- 
ing little protection against the 
winter cold, robbed even of food 
by sabotage, they fought for night 
and day to repel the enemy ad- 
vances. Three times they gained 
their objective, thrice were they 
thrust back by the machine gun 
fire of the enemy aviation. In 
those days the red "moecos” had 
not yet come to terrorise the fas- 
cist planes from the skies. 

From Cordova they went to 
Guadalajara and to Casa del Cttm- 
po. Wherever the fascists made 
their greatest efforts the British 
comrades were to be found oppos- 
ing thenu After a two month 
campaign they returned to the 



base to re-organise and to join 
the Britt Bh Battalion which was 
being formed. But not all of them 
returned, Ralph Fox, beloved pro- 
letarian writer of the British peo- 
ple was one of those who did not 
come back. 

BATTALION FORMED 

The British "Saklatvala” Bat- 
talion was formed early In 1937. 
On Feb. 11th, the fascists suc- 
ceeded In crossing the J&rama ri- 
ver and. supported by tanks and 
artillery, were advancing towards 
the Madrid-Valencla road. The 
Battalion was one among others 
which was rushed up to stem the 
advance. It was a moving front, 
a front without cover. It was the 
scene of the most desperate bat- 
tle of the war — the scene of our 
British comrades' greatest effort 

For eleven days and nlghta the 
British comrades fought the fas- 
cists for the soil of Spain — foot 
by foot. Hundreds of our comra- 
des were killed, hundreds more 
wounded. Death and Injury denu- 
ded the battalion of the majority 
of its officers — still it fought 
on. By the 21st, It was evident 
that the fascists had exhausted 
their efforts and that they had 
failed in their objective. 

Despite the heavy losses on both 
sides and the extremely exhaust- 
ive nature at the fighting, the Go- 
vernment forces were quickly re- 
organised and took the initiati- 
ve in attack. In these attacks the 
British comrades continued their 
heroic efforts. When, at long last, 
calm came to the Jarama sector, 
this heroic battalion made up Its 
balance sheet hundreds of dead, 
hundreds of wounded: Madrid had 
been saved, THEY HAD NOT 
PASSED 



Then followed the long enervat- 
ing months of comparltive stale 
mate, months of extreme difficul- 
ty during wilier it was found to 
be impossible to rest the battal- 
ions owing to the peculiar milita- 
ry and political situation in tha 
country at the time. These were 
the days when the activities of 
fascist agents were making criti- 
cal situations in the rear, the days 
which saw the culminaron of such 
work in the betrayal of Malaga 
and the uprising in Barcelona 
These events were responsible for 
denying our comrades the rest 
they so badly needed. 

At last, however, the situation 
improved and the British Battal- 
ion was rested The rest was 
short-lived far the call went forth 
again - this time Die OFFKN 
SIVR Again tiiey took up the : 
arm- again they marched lo 
battle. 

Who tan say that those men 
were not brave, these men who 
stormed Yillan leva de la Cafle 
da? At last on the offensive 
against tile hated fascists, despite 
their fatigue, despite their war 
weariness, they fought like he- 
roes. And what can we say of 
these dear comrades who paid wit h 
their lives for this advance? Com- 
pany Commanders Meredith and 
Goodfellow, Political Commissars 
urown and Elliot, no braver men 
fought, no comrades have died 
more sorrowed. 

And so to Quinta, where again 
our victories are not without a 
tinge of sorrow, Peter Daly, our 
beloved Irish Company Comman- 
der, has died the only death that 
he could die. 

Cordova, Guadalajara, Casa del 
Gampo, Jarama, Brunete. Teruel. 
Quinta — these are the milesto- 
nes In the long history of the’ 
British comrades la Spain. It Is a 
long history but not a finished one, 
because we have still many of 
these men with us, and many 
more bare come to join them la 
this struggle and to continue the 
proud traditions of this heroic bat- 

When the day comes on which 
we mail proclaim the victory of 
the Spanish people, ere shall not 
forget to pay homage to the com- 
rades who have made this victo- 
ry passible. And not least among 
them mall be our comrades *f the 
British battalion. 

a. nouns nans 





4 



THE VOLUNTEER FOR LIBERTY 



WHAT IS 



April, when hLs brigade was for- 
ced to evacuate its position to es- 
cape the deadly, vise-like enemy 
offensive. The brigade took up 
new positions in the mountains, 
but if their old position had been 
the frying-pan, the new one was 
the fire. All day long, Frank told 
ine, 33 tri-motored fascist planes 
bombed them, dropping 1100 
bombs. Forty enemy batteries 
kept up a constant, rapid-artille- 
ry-flre against them. After one 
day of this, the roll call told the 
story; 160 dead, and more than 
twice that number wounded. 
Frank, for the second time, was 
among the wounded. 

RESCUE ATTEMPT 

Again, after a short stay in the 
hospitals of Bilbao and Santan- 
der, he was back at the front. 
But a new fear gripped him this 
time. He found out that his young 
wife and two small children were 
leas than five miles from the fasc- 
ist lines. “There’s still time to get 
them out”, he thought and he re- 
ceived permission to go after 
them. 

He set out to save his small 
family on June 25th of this year. 
The way was easy — it was hts 
own, small house — he had been 
over the dusty roads and mea- 
dows and vineyards a hundred ti- 
mes before. But when he reached 
the house his wife and children 
were gone. In their place he found 
eight men, eating his own bread, 
getting drunk on his own wine. 
They were not Spaniards — he 
could tell that at a glance. He 
could have run off, hidden him- 
self in a ditch until nightfall, 
when he would have been able to 
return safely to his companions; 
but the shock and the bitterness 
in him were too great. "I couldn't 
move”, he told me. "I could only 
stand there and think— where are 
they, where are they 7” It was 
here that he was taken prisoner 
by the fascists, five of whom, as 
he soon discovered, were Italians, 
the other three Germans. 

From this point on. I'll give you 
Frank's own words, translated as 
literally as possible; 

IN FASCIST HANDS 

“The Germans soon departed, 
leaving trie the hards of the 
Italians, wh ■ p-omlsed that I 
would tsscapM punishment If 1 
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would join them. I had heard 
about their .punishment, many ti- 
mes before. Seeing I was lost, I 
said “Yes, I’ll join you”. 

“Then the Italians, with a great 
deal of soft-soap, told me not to 
worry, and said they would take 
me to headquarters to make a 
statement, and from there they 
would send me home. From the 
place called Gallarto, where I was 
captured, I was taken to San Sal- 
vador del Valle, where the head- 
quarters were; and before we got 
there we went through Ortuella. 
At Ortuella there was a division 
of German and Moorish troops; 
and two of these soldiers, one a 
German and the other a Moor, 
came towards me when they saw 
me, threatening that they would 
cut my head off. But they chan- 
ged their minds when the Italians 
who were guarding me told them 
that 1 was not n Red but a na- 
tional. 

POSSESSION'S TAKEN 

“At the headquarters, after 
taking from me all the useful 
personal belongings I had, surli 
as a watch. 250 pesetas and a few 
other things, they put me In a 
dark cell where there were twelve 
others, some of them old men. 
They kept us In the cell till eight 
o'clock in the evening, when they 
made us got into a truck and 
took us along to show us to the 
people of all the towns and villa- 
ges on the right side of the Bil- 
bao River, telling the people that 
this was what would happen to 
them If they didn't behave... At 
Burcena they made u* get down 



from the vehicle, taking us on 
foot to Bilbao, which was five ki- 
lometres away. 

“In Bilbao, they put us In the 
Arriaga Theatre, and about 100 
of us were kept there for four 
days. Every 24 hours they gave 
us a can of beans for four men, 
and a small piece of bread (150 
grammes) for each of us. We 
slept on the floor, without blan- 
kets to cover us nor a sleeping 
mat to rest on. During this time 
I was able to speak with an ano- 
nymous comrade, who told me 
that on June 23rd, 28 workers had 
been taken out of this prison- 
theatre at midnight, led to the 
Derio Cemetery, and there, toge- 
ther with thirty other prisoners 
from Guernica, all of them were 
shot. 

20 IN ONE CELL 

“After we had been four days 
In this ho!e--on June 29th. at two 
in the afternoon, when it was 
raining in torrents, they made us 
march in formation through all 
the streets of Bilbao when the 
rain was heaviest. Naturally we 
got soaked, as we had nothing on 
to protect us. After they got tired 
of making us walk through all the 
streets, they put us into a num- 
ber or busses and took us to Vi- 
toria. There, soaked as we were, 
they put us in another prison, 
twenty men to a coll. We remai- 
ned here for six days, unable to 
sleep or even to sit down because 
the cd|! was too small even for 
half our number In It we had to 
nttend to all our necessities 
all our necessities — w« ware not 



permitted out even once, The food 
was a ladle of soup every 24 
hours, and a small piece of bread. 

"On our second day at the Vi- 
toria prison there arrived a poli- 
tical prisoner who had been 
brought from Guernica. His face 
told us, even before he spoke, that 
he had been cruelly tortured. It 
was he who told us that the 
tortures inflicted on political pri- 
soners where he had come from 
were so terrible that It meant 
slow, lingering death for all but 
the strongest 

TAKEN TO BURGOS 

"On July 5th, after taking stat- 
ements from us in an insulting 
and swinish way, they took us by 
train to the Burgos concentration 
camp. In Burgos, in order to Im- 
press the conscience of the world 
when foreign journalists came 
they gave us very good food, 
mostly thanks to a good captain 
who was in charge of us. But af- 
ter the journalists had been sa- 
tisfied, and when It was supposed 
that they would not come there 
any more, they moved the cap- 
tain to another place; and things 
changed, changed very sadly for 
us. 

"While we were here in Bur- 
gos. old men and sick men with 
high fevers were forced to work 
together with us. Early In the 
morning we had to go down into 
the prison yard to hoist the Mo- 
narchist flag, give the fascist sa- 
lute, and successive cheers for the 
Generalissimo, for fascist Spain, 
for the fascist army; and then we 
had to shout, as loud as we could 
"Glory to General Mola!” One 
comrade, for not submitting to 
these whims and not saying the 
appropriate things, was shot 
These performances of cheers and 
salutes we were forced to go 
through three times a day; in the 
morning, at midday, and In the 
afternoon. 

FASCIST HINTERLAND 

' After we been in this concen- 
tration camp a little more than 
a month, with old men and sick 
men working at heavy labor, 
building a road, we were taken 
to Burgos station and placed on 
a freight train at 9 o'clock st 
night and taken to the Ma<Ltd 
front. During the journey through 
Burgoa, Valladolid, Salamanca. 
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Caceres and Toledo, in towns and 
in villages and in the country, we 
did not see a single man betvc,-' 
20 and 50 years old — we saw only 
women, many of whom were in 
mourning. There were also half- 
starvd little children, who came 
up to the train to try to get so- 
mething to eat. 

■•We asked these children whe- 
re the men were, and they told us 
that the ones who had not been 
.shot were at the front. At the 
Bejar station, in Salamanca, we 
asked a boy if there were no men 
in the place. He replied that the 
fascists had shot nearly all of 
them, adding: "They shot my own 
father". We asked him how many 
brothers and sisters he had, and 
he told us: “Five”; and that the 
oldest sister, who was two years 
older than he was, was fourteen 
years old. While the boy was 
telling us these things, a sargeant 
in our escort heard him, and went 
up to him and kicked him seve- 
ral times and beat him viciously 
with a stick. 

ONLY WOMEN AT WORK 

"Not only did we not see men 
In towns and villages, but we did 
not see them in the fields either. 
The land work, such as the har- 
vesting of wheat, Is being done 
by women. 

"After we had witnessed all 
these calamities on our Journey, 
we arrived on July 27th on the 
Madrid front, where they set us 
to digging trenches near Brunete, 
working like this from 4 till 11 In 
the morning, from 5 in the after- 
noon till 9 o’clock at night, and 
from 10 o’clock at night to 3 or 
half past three In the morning. 
Then they would take us off to 
breakfast and bring us back to 
work again at 4 or half -past four. 
All we had for food each day 
were two small tins of sardines. 
We had to get our water from 
the river, although a sweet spring 
was only fifty yards away. But 
the water of that spring was only 
for officers. 

LEGLESS MEN DRIVEN 

”If any prisoner, worn out by 
overwork, let himself fall asleep, 
or did not fall In quickly enough 
for work at any time, he would 
be beaten in a barbarous way 
with cudgels wielded by the ser- 
geants. As a shameful example, 
men who had lost legs and arms 
— war victims — were dragged 
along with us to the edge of the 



3.000.000 JOIN RANKS 
OF C. I. O. IN 20 MONTHS 

The Committee for Industrial Organization was 20 months old in 
July this year. Since November 1935, when eight international unions 
came together to do the job which the American Federation of Labor 
failed to tackle, almost 2,000,000 workers have been organized for the 
first time, declares Edward Levinson in the current issue of Photo- 
History. 

Together with the founding organizations, the C. I. O. totals today 
over 3,000,000 men and women. Counting the supporters of the C. I. O. 
who remain temporarily within the fold of the A. F. of L., the C. I. O. 
has, in less than two years, displaced the A. F. of L. as chief spokes- 
man of American workers, Levinson says. 

The growth of unionism under the C. I. O. has been the most 
widespread and spectacular in the history of the nation, creating a 
new and powerful force which is affecting economic and social trends 
and which will exert even greater influence as the next decades unfold. 



Membciship of the C. /. O. as of July 1 this year IS 



United Mine Workers of America 600,000 

Amalgamated Association of iron, Steel and 

Tin Workers 450,000 

United Automobile Workers 350,000 

International Ladies Garment Workers 252,000 

United Textile Workers 350,000 

Amalgamated Clothing Workers 180,000 

United Electrical and Radio Workers 100,000 

Federation of Woodworkers 80,000 

International Typographical Union 80,000 

United Transport Workers 70,000 

Oil, Field, Gas and Refinery Workers 60,000 

United Rubber Workers 55,000 

National Maritime Union 75,000 

Pacific Maritime Federation 40,000 

Industrial Union of Marine and Shipbuilding 

Workers 30,000 

United Shoe Workers 25,000 

United Retail Employes 25,000 

United Office and Professional Employes 25,000 

International Fur Workers 35,000 

Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers 19,000 

Federation Flat Glass Workers 15,000 

American Newspaper Guild 15,000 

Miscellaneous 150,000 



Total 3.083,000 



All besides the International Typographical Union are formally 
affiliated with the C. I. O. The Typo’s president Charles P. Howard 
Is C. I. O. secretary but the union has not yet formally affiliated. 



firing line. A legless man would 
be given a pick, placed in a sitt- 
ing position, and told “Get to 
work!” A man with only one arm 
would have to make full use of 
It. Old men, priests, doctors and 
school teachers, were forced to 
work with us. 

"As the majority of the, prison- 
ers were Basques, and many of 
these had Catholic sentiments, wc 
agreed one day when we were on 
the Quijoma front that a Friar 
from Los S&llxi&nos de Bilbao 



should ask permission from the 
prisoners’ commander to pray at 
meal times. When our Friar as- 
ked for permission, the Comman- 
der flew into a fury, hurled him- 
self upon him, hit him in the face 
and said he would not allow such 
prayers, least of all from such a 
hypocrite. 

FEW SPANIARDS 

’’The majority of the forces we 
■aw on these fronts were Moors 



and foreigners, and three battal- 
ions of young Spaniards, of the 
1938 and 1939 drafts. The Spanish 
soldiers are treated very badly, 
very poorly clothed, underfed, and 
full of misery. Some of them told 
us that they had been at the front 
for three months, and they still 
hat not been given blankets. They 
all greatly desired the war to end. 
They are tired, without enthu- 
siasm, without fire. And their 
most often asked question is: 
When, when will the war end?" 

This is Frank’s whole story 
—except for one last thing: he 
and his companion got fed up 
with the drudgery of trench-dig- 
ging, and one night they decided, 
as many had before them and ma- 
ny others since, to make a break 
for the Loyalist lines. How they 
succeeded in escaping Is another 
story, one that will have to be 
-old at another time. 

FASCIST SPAIN TODAY 

What concerns us most In this 
account is the picture of fascist- 
held Spain today. The people, 
sucked dry and empty, wait hope- 
fully for the government troops 
to conquer their towns, their fields 
and villages, so that they will be 
liberated from the bestial rule of 
Franco and his German and Ita- 
lian masters. And sometimes, 
when It gets so unbearable that 
even death is preferable to con- 
tinued life under fascist rule, they 
rise up in a last, desperate effort, 
doomed to failure because they 
have no arms, because their young 
men and mature men are far 
away. It is the sound of their 
struggles that we hear on the go- 
vernment side of the war-front. 
Each rising of this kind saps the 
strength of Franco, already great- 
ly diminished after a year of 
battle. Each flash in the enemy 
sky tells us, more clearly than 
words that the people are wait- 
ing for us to advance, to conquer, 
to free all of Spain. And sine- 1 
July the offensive has passed info 
tne government’s hands. With It's 
fact already a reality, with dis- 
sension growing ever greater in 
Franco's rear, the true govern 
n. t of Spain grows surer every 
da/ that victory is in sight. How 
close this victory' is dep-ials not 
only on the People's Army's grow- 
ing strenght, but also, to a great 
extent, on the actions of the de 
mocracies of Europe and Ame- 
rica 

I. ri. 
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THE NYON CONFERENCE 

A STEP FORWARD 




Women Shock Brigade Workers Meet. 



Written During An 

AIRPLANE ATTACK 

Dawn still sleeps; but we awake, 

Aware that soon those shadows In 
The sky may hover. 

Everywhere about us the earth Is raw, 

With wounds from shells and bombs, and holes 
Dug by men. 

Blood has flowed here, has wet this earth 
On which we lie; and blood will flow again — 

But our thoughts are not of this. 

We oil our guns, adjust our clothes, 

Dig deep the earth — prepare to hide In It, 

To hug it close. 

And then those shadows come! We seize upon the earth 
We have prepared — become part of it — 

Become earth... 

Not a finger moves: expectantly we wait — 

Some fearfully — for a sign: are they theirs, 

Or ours? marked with red or black? 

Then suddenly the roar! Earth again is torn. 

Into a million parts leaps high; and shrapnel spreads 
And mingles with Hie smoke. 

More! and more! Closer! More deadly! 

Intenser — bombs — cries of pain from mules and men, 
All covered by earth and dust... 

Then silence... The beasts have gone... 

We tear ourselves from the earth, 

Become men again. 

DANIEL HUTNER 
American Volunteer Killed In 
Action — September, 1837 



Io spite of the efforts made by 
Germany and Italy to torpedo it 
up to the last moment, tha Nyon 
Conference has been held, and has 
taken decisions which will be im- 
mediately put into action. 

In two months, more than 30 
vessels had been victims of the 
new reign of piracy in the Medi- 
terranean Faced with this situa- 
tion and the firm attitude adop- 
ted by the Soviet Union, it was 
not possible for Britain and Fran- 
ce to cont’nue to turn the blind 
eye Italy would have liked to 
iee this problem, like so many 
others, ‘dealt with” at London, of 
which the Fascist powers have so 
many pleasant memories, and 
where such consideration has al- 
ways been shown to their sensi- 
tive feelings. 

NYON DECISIONS 

The decisions of the Conferen- 
ce may be summarised as fol- 
lows : 

The Governments participating 
in it will order their warships to 
protect any merchant shipping 
not belonging to either of the con- 
flicting parties in Spain. Any sub- 
marine which attacks another 
vessel, thereby constituting a 
breach of International Law, will 
be counter-attacked and if pos- 
sible destroyed. 

In the Western Mediterranean 
the p:otection of shipping will be 
carried out by Britain and Fran- 
ce, In the Eastern Mediterranean, 
the task will fall on the Govern- 
ment ; concerned. On the high seas 
excluding the Adriatic, and up to 
the entrance ol the Dardenelles, 
the British anti French fleets will 
protect shipping. The other po- 
wers paitiiuputing in the agreem- 
ent with a Mediterranean coast- 
line undertake to give these fleets 
the support required. 

SUBMARINE RULES 

The powers participating in the 
Conference will send no subma- 
rine out to sea, except in certain 
Zones reserved for manoevres, 
without previously notifying the 
other powers, and in this case 
every submarine will sail on the 
surface and be accompanied by a 
surface vessel. No foreign subma- 
rine will be allowed in the terri- 
torial waters of the contracting 



powers, except in the case of una- 
voidable necessity, or subject to 
pre-arranged conditions. 

The powers are to recommend 
their merchant vessels to follow 
certain main routes in the Medi- 
terranean. Any power wishing to 
withdraw from the agreement 
must give thirty days’ notice. 

The agreement was signed by 
the nine powers present at the 
Conference, namely: Britain, Bul- 
garia, Egypt, France, Greece, Ru- 
mania, Turkey, the U. R. S. S, 
and Jugoslavia. 

NO “PRIVATE LAKE” 

The agreement is a first and 
important step against the acts of 
piracy by the Fascist agressors. 
The Mediterranean ceases to be 
their private lake. And the pre- 
sence of strong British and French 
naval forces means that Italy's 
dreams of domination in the Me- 
diterranean will disappear in 
smoke. 

There are some grave defects. 
Litvinov pointed out in his speech : 
"I regret the absence of the Sta- 
te which has suffered most from 
piracy: Republican Spain... The 
presence of Spain will be a con- 
tribution to the pacification of the 
Mediterranean.” But Republican 
Spain has been excluded from the 
agreement, and her merchant 
shipping is not protected by the 
agreement. While the agreement 
does not recognise Franco as bel- 
ligerent, It does not give the Spa- 
nish Goverment its rights in In- 
ternational Law. The decisions ta- 
ken only refer to submarines, but 
vessels of other types have played 
their part in the piracy, and pla- 
nes have sunk two Soviet ships. 

ADVANCE FOR PEACE 

As "Izvestla” says: "The Con- 
ference was called on the initia- 
tive of Britain and France, but 
the concrete results have been due 
to the activity and the correct line 
of Soviet diplomacy which decla- 
red its position with the needful 
firmness and determination befo- 
re the Conference took place.” 

Notwithstanding its serious de- 
fects the Agreement represents an 
advance for the forces of peace 
and collective security, and a se- 
rious setback for Fascist agTes- 



sion. A relatively decisive answer 
has been given to Italian preten- 
sions in the Mediterranean. The 
agreement is only a first step, but 
the very fact that this step has 



been taken is of great .importance 
for the preservation of the peace 
of Europe. 

a. u. *. 
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BREWERY CARRIES ON UNDER 
ENEMY'S FIRE 



i "i ring the 14 months of civil 
r in Spain, profound changes 
ive taken place in the economic 
and social conditions of this coun- 
try. Since the July 18th uprising 
of the military clique headed by 
General Franco, in the interests 
of German and Italian Fascism, 
we have sill heard of the great 
progress made in the destruction 
of the feudal relations in the coun- 
tryside, the granting of land to 
the peasants— the former posses- 
sions of the nobility and the idle 
parasitic absentee landlords. 

Life has also taken a new turn 
for the city . industrial workers. 
A visit to some of the Madrid fac- 
tories gives ample proof that pres- 
ent social changes are also bring- 
ing economic Improvement and 
industrial freedom to the toiling 
masses of Spain. 

BEER FOR THE MEN 

We enter the gates of Madrid's 
largest brewery, “El Aquila” beer 
factory. The delegation, consisting 
of a group of German, American, 
Polish and French anti - fascist 
fighters la keenly interested in 
how the factory workers are mak- 
ing out. We are met at the en- 
trance of the plant by the direc- 
tor, who shows us around. A glan- 
ce at the factory walls indicates 
that we are very near to the 
front. The workers of "El Aquila" 
are only a few kilometres from 
the fascist lines — carrying on their 
work in the midst of the great 
war for their national independ- 
ance. We are informed from the 
outset that, due to war conditions, 
production is only 20 percent of 
normal, i. e. 50,000 litres of beer 
yearly as against 250,000 in past 
years. It Is easy to undertand this 
fact, when we are told that of the 
550 workers of this brewery, some 
300 volunteered for service in the 
army to defend their city against 
the fascist invaders. Those who 
remained, mostly elderly workers, 
are not exempt from the murderous 
designs of the fascists. Only last 
week a shell from the fascist ar- 
tillery from the Usera-Cerro Rojo 
fascist lines, struck the plant, kill- 
ing five workers peacefully engag- 
ed in production. On entering the 
■director’s office, we noticed the 
walls covered with portraits of 
young men — all “El Aquila" he- 
roes who gave their lives in de- 
fense of their government and 
their liberty. 



The workers in this plant carry 
on despite the shellings by the 
fascists. Due to the nearness of 
the front, we learned that no 
production is carried on at night, 
as the electric -lights would be a 
perfect target for the fascist art- 
illery. The men work from 7 
a. m. to 1 p. m., every day of the 
week — although paid for a full 
day’s work. This plant, formerly 
the property of a stock-holding 
company, is now run and mana- 
ged by the workers through their 
elected committees, under govern- 
ment control and supervision. The 
president of the company having 
died in the early days of the 
uprising, the workers undertook 
to run the plant and they run it 
well, indeed. No interests are 
being paid to former stock hold- 
ers. The profits of the plant going 
exclusively to the - workers and 
their families. 

WORKERS’ CONTROL 

The workers through their trade 
unions (all workers organized into 
trade unions), elect a committee 
of seven to administer the affairs 
of production and distribution as 
well as those of social welfare of 
the employees. The committee 
consists of six UGT and one CNT 
members — a direct reflection of 
the fact that some 450 workers 
were in the tJGT and 30 in the 
CNT at the time of the outbreak 
of Franco’s rebellion. 

Despite the difficulties created 
by the war, the plant manages to 
buy raw materials (barley) from 
the peasants in Toledo province, 
coal from Taraneon, and to import 




hops from France to the extent 
of 2 million pesetas annually, and 
to keep things moving. The beer 
produced is sold to private cafes 
and resturants, although mainly 
to the Intendancias of the Army, 
for use for thr front, for distri- 
bution among the fighters of the 
People's Army, who so valiantly 
defend the great city of Madrid. 

WAGES INCREASED 

The workers' wages have risen 
to about 5 pesetas more, daily, 
than before. The wages now range 
from 12 pesetas daily for unskill- 
ed men to 20 pesetas for the more 
experienced and skilled workers. 
The plant has set up a social insu- 
rance fund, whereby the disabled 
workers — those who fought to 
stop the fascist hordes at the gat- 
es of Madrid — are amply provided 
for. The widows of “El Aquila” 
workers, who have fallen in the 
war, receive 5 pesetas daily from 
this insurance fund. We visited 
the large and clean communal din- 
ing room where dinners are serv- 
ed to the “El Aquila” workers for 
2 pesetas, as well as the plant first- 
aid station and clinic. There is also 
a library where workers can spend 
their time reading and in self- 
study. 

A visit to the "Ei Cafeto” fac- 
tory of Simon Martinez revealed to 
the delegation a situation very si- 
milar to that described in the 
brewery. This factory, still priva- 
tely owned ,is also controlled and 
managed by a joint UGT-CNT 
workers’ committee. This factory, 
famous in Spain for its produc- 
tion of chocolate, is now produc- 
ing chocolate and coffee exclusi- 
vely for the Army Intendancia. 
Out of the profits of the plant, 
the committee pays the taxes to 



the government and keeps the ba- 
lance for the purchase of raw Ma- 
terials (sugar, coffee beans, nuts, 
etc.). Here too we saw half of 
the 120 workers previously em- 
ployed now in the ranks of the 
People's Army. The other half 
carry on production and in thetr 
spare time maintain a poul- 
try farm. The “farm” is on an 
old football field adjacent to the 
factory. Starting with some scant 
donations of chickens, rabbits, 
ducks, goats and pigeons by pea- 
sants in Madrid province, they arc 
building a permanent poultry 
farm to provide eggs to military 
hospitals, and, through care and 
attention, increasing their live 
stock to be able to supply many 
a chicken dinner to the soldiers 
wounded in the struggle for de- 
mocracy. 

In the “El Cafeto” plant too 
the workers wages have increa- 
sed to as high as 14 pesetas dally 
for the more skilled workers; and 
through their direct management 
of the plants, they are able to 
bring about great improvements 
in their daily life. They have their 
discussion meetings, hear reports 
of their elected committees and 
take an active part in the admi- 
nistration of the plant. A wall 
newspaper keeps them informed 
of events at the war front as well 
as on the industrial front 

The delegation left these fac- 
tory workers with their clenched 
fists raised and the traditional 
“Salud” on their lips. We had the 
feeling that the workers on the 
industrial front, in the rearguard, 
are also conscientiously carrying 
on and contributing to the great 
fight for a great, free, indepen- 
dent and prosperous Spain. 

B. M. 
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SPANISH GROUP 
FORMED TO AID 
EVACUATED KIDS 



The Ministry of Public Educa- 
tion and Health recently created 
in Paris the Spanish Committee 
for Evacuated Children with Juan 
Comas Camps as director. This 
group will be responsible for the 
settlement, organization, educa- 
tion and inspection of those Span- 
ish children who have been sent 
abroad since the war started, re- 
gardless of the organization that 
assisted In their ev acuation or now 
i ontri buies to the r maintenance. 

The main objective of the dele- 
gation is to cootdinatr the efforts 
made by various foreign commit- 




tees, which it hop is tc. accomplish 
by placing all colonies and nurse- 
ries for Spanish refugee children 
atroad under its control an : given 
t urn centralized direction. 

The delegation will take a com- 
plete census of all Spanish eva- 
cuated children in loilr-ctive colo- 
nies and private homes, endeavor- 
ing to increase the number of 
children in colonies and decrease 
that of children in homes. In spe- 
cial cases where c ildren have to 
be placed with private families, 
preference will b . given -Spanish 
emigres, of course after previously 
making thorough investigations of 
the surroundings and circums- 
tances. 

Special attention will be pai 1 to 
the education of the refugee chil- 
dren. On August 6 the Governm- 
ent published a decree whose pur- 
pose is to prevent the children 
from losing contact with Spain 
culture or forgetting the langua- 
ge. At the same time they will 
benefit by the culture of the coun- 
try in which they have their tem- 
porary residence. The education 
and teaching of the children will 
be under the care of Spanish 
teachers. 

Of special interest to foreign 
committees is the fact that in co- 
lonies totally or partially support- 
ed by foreign groups, they can. 
m accordance fith the Delega- 
tion, designate a person to act in 
it', name in the administration. 
I he teaching staff and the edu- 
cation:'; regime will depend ex- 
cufei.n V on the Delegation. 




El, CAMPF.SINO 



Non-lntervetion Finds 
New Victim 

While the Chinese delegate was 
defending his people’s rights be- 
fore the League of Nations and 
demanding the application of the 
Covenant of the League on their 
behalf, the decision of the United 
States was made public to forbid 
all future export of arms to Japan 
and China. This not only consti- 
tutes a retreat before Japanese 
imperialism it is a serious hlow 
to peace in the Far East. The re- 
sults can only be favorable to Ja- 
pan. Her fleet is in a position to 
blockade China which has no po- 
werful war industry, and will ex- 
perience all the difficulties of Re- 
publican Spain. • 

The IT. S. A. has laid the basis 
for more “non-intervention”. The 
situation produced by such a po- 
licy in Europe should have served 
as a warning, and it is no secret, 
moreover, that the ambitious mi- 
litary plans of Japanese imperial- 
ism include an attack on the Unit- 
ed States 

It is an ominous sign that the 
first act of the farce of "non-in- 
tervention" is now being played 
in the Far East. 



Canadian and British 
Labor Support Spain 

OTTAWA (Sept. 17).— The Tra- 
de Union Congress of Canada has 
declared itself in favor of a boy- 
cott of all goods exported by fas- 
cist nations. The Congress endor- 
sed the policy adopted by the In- 
ternational Federation of Trade 
Unions in regards to the civil war 
in Spain and in the struggle to 
safeguard democracy. 

* * * 

NORWICH (Sept. 7).— The Tra- 
de Union Congress placed on re- 
cord “its high appreciation of the 
gallant struggle of our Spanish 
comrades and those of the Inter- 
national Brigades against Fas- 
cism, which is a deadly enemy of 
trade unionism, and most heartily 
wishes them every success against 
the common enemy”. 

The Congress also adopted a re- 
solution in favor of loyalist Spain, 
deploring the fact that the Bri- 
tish and other governments con- 
tinue to deny the legal govem- 



BATTALION OF 
FASCIST DESERTERS 
AT CARABANCHEL 



MADRID. — On one of the Ca- 
rabanchel fronts there is a batta- 
lion composed almost entirely of 
deserters from the rebel trenches. 
Many of these soldiers have re- 
ceived honorable mention “in the 
official reports and others have" 
had their hravery rewardi 
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Another of these deserter sol- 
diers is a man about forty. He 
was a well-to-do manufacturer of 
tiles at Aranda de Duero before 
the war. He could not live under 
the oppression of the Fascist re- 
gime even though the rebels of 
Aranda had nothing against him. 
One day he decided to leave the 
town with his wife and thirteen- 
year-old son. After several days 
of walking they reached the Re- 
publican lines stop. 

In the fascist propaganda talks 
to our lines, they invite our sol- 
diers to desert to their side. One 
night, the men of this battalion 
of deserters answered, "Don’t 
waste your time on us, we have 
already escaped from fascist ter- 
ritory”. 

Recently some runners from 
this battalion started for the re- 
bel lines at night with Popular 
Front propaganda posters. On the 
way they came up against a rebel 
watch but succeeded in avoiding 
it. They posted the posters on the 
walls of a house practically in the 
rebel trenches. 



ment of Spain the right under in- 
ternational law to purchase the 
necessary arms and equipment 
thus affording support to the fas- 
cist rebels. 

The Congress expressed its com- 
plete solidarity with the Spanish 
government and called for an end 
to the farce of non-intervention. 



